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A case of early breeding of Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta)
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Abstract - On the 14th of April 2022, during a periodic bird 
monitoring activity in a wetland area located in the municipality of 
Mirandola (Moedna), Northern Italy, a breeding pair of Pied Avocets 
Recurvirostra avosetta, were recorded along with chicks aged approx-
imately 2/3 days old. This is clearly a case of extremely early breed-
ing seeing as, in Italy, Pied Avocets lay eggs from late April to June, 
based on adequate weather and environmental conditions. As for this 
specific case, an estimated cause of such anticipated breeding may be 
the previous very mild Winter months with little rainfall as well as the 
breeding ground offering shelter from predators.

Keywords: Pied Avocet, early breeding, Modena Province, Po 
Valley, Northern Italy.

Riassunto - Un caso di riproduzione precoce di avocetta (Recur-
virostra avosetta).

Il 14 aprile 2022, durante il monitoraggio dell’avifauna presente 
in una zona umida del comune di Mirandola, è stata osservata una 
coppia di avocette con pulcini di 2-3 giorni di età. Trattasi di una 
nidificazione particolarmente precoce dal momento che in Italia le 
deposizioni avvengono dalla terza decade di aprile a fine giugno, 
in relazione alle condizioni climatiche e ambientali. In questo caso, 
l’inverno particolarmente mite con scarse precipitazioni abbinate ad 
un’ottimale località di riproduzione in grado di proteggere da pre-
datori, sembra avere favorito la nidificazione con quasi un mese di 
anticipo rispetto alla norma.

Parole chiave: avocetta, nidificazione precoce, Italia settentrio-
nale.

The Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) is classified 
in Italy as partially migratory, breeding mainly in the Up-
per Adriatic, Puglia and Sardinia, with more recent cases 
of breeding in Sicily in 1986 (Surdo, 1987) and Tuscany 

in 1993 (Tellini Florenzano et al., 1997). It has also been 
breeding in scattered areas of the Po Valley (Brichetti 
& Fracasso, 2004) since 1992 (Tinarelli & Passarella, 
1993).

It is now a regular breeder in the province of Modena 
with the first record dating back to 1996 (Gemmato et 
al., 1997). In 2010, 15 breeding pairs were recorded (Gi-
annella & Gemmato, 2010) and between 30 to 32 pairs in 
2011 (Giannella et al., 2012), after which the local popu-
lation soon stabilized.

On the 14th of April 2022, during one of the periodic 
bird monitoring activities in a newly created wetland area 
in 2019 known as ‘Le Magnane’, Mirandola (Modena) 
(44.55 North 11.04 East), two adults with chicks aged 
no more than 2/3 days old were spotted by one of the 
authors (LT). In Italy, eggs are normally laid from the 
10th of April up until the end of June (Pazzucconi, 1997) 
based on the climate and habitat conditions (Brichetti & 
Fracasso, 2004). The earliest date known in Italy so far 
was recorded by Tinarelli et al., (1995) during the first 
ten-day period of April at Saline di Margherita di Savoia, 
Puglia.

Similar data has been recorded on the North Sea 
(Cramp & Simmons, 1983; Snow & Perrins, 1998) as 
well as in other parts of Europe (Bezzel, 1984; Goutner, 
1985).

Recent data regarding similar cases of early breeding 
has been reported in Eastern Algeria but at a considerably 
lower altitude (Menouar et al., 2009).

Incubation lasts between 23˗25 days (20˗28), there-
fore the eggs must have been laid during March’s second 
ten-day period, almost a month earlier according to previ-
ous sources. Such early breeding may be due to highly 
favorable weather and environmental conditions: the pre-
vious Winter months in 2022 saw almost no rainfall, with 
the presence of small islands located in the water basins 
which can offer protection against land predators (Hötker 
& Segebade, 2000).

Acknowledgements
A big thank you goes out to Pierandrea Brichetti for 

his support and having encouraged us to write this article 
and to Roberto Tinarelli for proofreading the text.



50

REFERENCES
Bezzel E., 1984 – Vögel 3. Taucher, Entenvögel, Reiner, 

Watvögel, Howen u.a. BLV, Verlagsgesellschaft.
Brichetti P. & Fracasso G., 2004 – Ornitologia Italiana. 

Voume 2. Tetraonidae-Scolopacidae. Alberto Perdisa 
Editore, Bologna.

Cramp S. & Simmons K. E. L. (eds.), 1983 – The Birds of 
the Western Palearctic. Volume 2. Oxford University 
Press, Oxford.

Gemmato R., Giannella C. & Tinarelli R., 1997 – Inte-
ressanti osservazioni sull’avifauna nidificante e mi-
gratrice in una zona umida creata ex-novo nella bassa 
modenese. Picus, 23: 41-44.

Giannella C. & Gemmato R., 2010 – Nidificazioni e tenta-
tivi di nidificazione interessanti nella bassa Modenese 
nel 2010. Picus, 36: 109.

Giannella C., Gemmato R. & Gelati A., 2012 – L’attività 
della Stazione Ornitologica Modenese “Il Pettazzur-
ro” nel 2011. Picus, 38: 49-53.

Goutner V., 1985 – Breeding ecology of the avocet (Re-
curvirostra avosetta L.) in the Evros delta (Greece). 
Bonnner Zoologische Beiträge, 36 (1/2): 37-50.

Hötker H. & Segebade A., 2000 – Effects of predation and 
weather on the breeding success of Avocets Recurvi-
rostra avosetta. Bird Study, 47: 91-101.

Menouar S., Nacine N., Abdellaziz B., Ettayib B., Boud-
jema S. & Moussa H., 2009 – Ecologie de la repro-
duction de l’Avocette élégante Recurvirostra avosetta 
dans la Garaet de Guellif (Hautes Plaines de l’Est Al-
gérien). European Journal of Scientific Research: 25 
(4): 513-525.

Pazzucconi A., 1997 – Nidi e uova degli uccelli d’Italia. 
Calderini, Bologna.

Snow D. W. & Perrins C. M., 1998 – The Birds of the 
Western Palearctic. Concise edition volume 1, Oxford 
University Press.

Surdo S., 1987 – Prima nidificazione dell’Avocetta, Re-
curvirostra avosetta, in Sicilia. Rivista italiana di Or-
nitologia, 57: 150.

Tellini Florenzano G., Baccetti N., Arcamone E., Meschi-
ni E. & Sposimo P. (red.), 1997 – Atlante degli uccelli 
nidificanti e svernanti in Toscana (1982-1992). Qua-
derni del Museo Storia di Naturale Livorno, Mono-
grafie 1.

Tinarelli R. & Passarella M., 1994 – Nidificazione di Fi-
schione, Anas penelope, e di Avocetta, Recurvirostra 
avosetta, nei bacini dello zuccherificio di Ostellato 
(Ferrara). Rivista italiana di Ornitologia, 63: 233-234.

Tinarelli R., Serra L. & Magnani A., 1995 – Nuovi dati 
sugli uccelli acquatici nidificanti nella Salina Marghe-
rita di Savoia (Foggia). Supplemento Ricerche Biolo-
gia della Selvaggina, 22: 713-716.

SHORT COMMUNICATION


