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Prima segnalazione per la Campania di
Molorchus minor minor (Linnaeus, 1758)

(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae)*

Riassunto - Viene riportata la prima segnalazione di Molorchus minor minor per la Regione Cam-
pania e terza per il Sud Italia.

Parole chiave: Molorchus minor minor, Cerambycidae, Coleoptera, Italia Meridionale, Campa-
nia.

Abstract - First record of Molorchus minor minor (Linnaeus, 1758) from Campania Region 
(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae).

We report the first record of Molorchus minor minor from Campania Region and the third from 
Southern Italy.

Key words: Molorchus minor minor, Cerambycidae, Coleoptera, Southern Italy, Campania.

Con la presente nota viene segnalato per la prima volta per la regione Campania 
Molorchus minor minor (Linnaeus, 1758). Si tratta di una specie polifaga: la larva 
xilofaga scava delle gallerie sotto la corteccia di conifere del genere Picea, Pinus, 
Abies e Larix (Sama, 1988; Pesarini & Sabbadini, 1994). Gli adulti si incontrano in 
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estate sulle piante ospiti o sui fiori. È distribuita in Europa settentrionale e centrale, 
Asia minore, Caucaso e Siberia. In Italia è presente sull’arco alpino e lungo l’Ap-
pennino fino in Calabria (Sama, 2007).

L’esemplare oggetto della presente nota è stato catturato a vista facendolo 
cadere in un contenitore ad ampia imboccatura, durante indagini entomofaunistiche 
effettuate sui Monti Alburni, un’area SIC e ZPS, all’interno del Parco Nazionale 
del Cilento e Vallo di Diano, nel giugno 2011. In particolare è stato rinvenuto nel 
Comune di Ottati, a quota 1340 m s.l.m., ai margini di una faggeta. L‘esemplare 
raccolto è stato conservato presso il Museo Naturalisitico di Corleto Monforte, 
museo riconosciuto come ente ���������������������������������������������������di interesse regionale (Decreto dalla Giunta Regio-
nale Campania n. 2010 del 29/12/2008 ) (Fig. 1).

M. m. minor oggetto della presente nota non era ancora stato segnalato per la 
regione Campania (Costa, 1874; Sama, 1988; Cataudo & Scillitani, 1998; Biscac-
cianti, 2002, 2004; Blasi, 2008; Faggi et al., 2010; TEMI, 2010; Sama & Rapuzzi, 

Fig. 1 - Molorchus minor minor. Rinvenuto ad Ottati (SA) nel giugno 2011. / Collected in Ottati (Pro-
vince of Salerno) on June 2011. (Foto/Photo: F. Carandente).
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2011). La presenza di questa specie sugli Alburni potrebbe essere dovuta agli impianti 
artificiali di conifere che il Corpo Forestale dello Stato ha effettuato in alcune aree 
del Comune di S. Angelo a Fasanella, Ottati, Corleto Monforte e del Monte Alburno. 
La stazione più vicina di questa specie si trova nella Regione Basilicata: Riserva 
Regionale Abetina di Laurenzana (PZ) (Sama, 2007). Le altre segnalazioni per il sud 
Italia si limitavano alla Regione Calabria, per tanto questo ritrovamento rappresenta 
la prima segnalazione per la Campania e la terza per il sud Italia.
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Palaega cfr. P. picena Pasini & Garassino, 2012
(Crustacea, Isopoda, Cirolanidae) from the Miocene of 

Castel di Mezzo, Pesaro e Urbino (Marche, central Italy)

Abstract - Palaega cfr. P. picena Pasini & Garassino, 2012c (Crustacea, Isopoda, Cirolanidae) 
from the Schlier Fm. (Miocene), of Castel di Mezzo, Pesaro e Urbino (Marche, central Italy) is repor-
ted. This is the second record of P. picena from the Miocene of the Marche, increasing the sparce 
knowledge and distribution of this species in the paleo-Adriatic basin.

Key words: Palaega, Isopoda, Cirolanidae, Miocene, central Italy.

Riassunto - Palaega cfr. P. picena Pasini & Garassino, 2012c (Crustacea, Isopoda, Cirolanidae) 
del Miocene di Castel di Mezzo, Pesaro e Urbino (Marche, Italia centrale).

Viene segnalata Palaega cfr. P. picena Pasini & Garassino, 2012c (Crustacea, Isopoda, Cirolani-
dae) della formazione Schlier (Miocene) di Castel di Mezzo, Pesaro e Urbino (Marche, Italia centrale). 
Si tratta della seconda segnalazione di P. picena nel Miocene delle Marche, incrementando le scarsis-
sime conoscenze riguardo la specie e la sua distribuzione nel bacino paleo-Adriatico.

Parole chiave: Palaega, Isopoda, Cirolanidae, Miocene, Italia centrale.

Introduction and geological setting
The previous reports of fossil cirolanids from the Miocene of Italy are limited to 

two species, P. anconaetana Andrussow, 1886, and P. picena Pasini & Garassino, 
2012c. Palaega picena was described by Pasini & Garassino (2012c) based on one 
single posterior mould from the Miocene grey clays of Arcevia (Ancona, Marche, 
central Italy). The additional specimen was casually collected, naturally washed 
and exposed, at the Porticciolo di Castel di Mezzo, Pesaro e Urbino (Marche), 11 
km northern of Pesaro, along the present-day Adriatic sea coast-line; about 55 km 
N from the Arcevia type-locality. Here the exposed front of the cliff, around 200 m 
height, is continually eroded by rainfall, depositing small blocks of sediments at the 
bottom of the cliff along the beach (F. Pizzolato, pers. comm., 2011). These layers 
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belong to the marine Schlier Fm. (Miocene), including a sedimentary succession 
(Messinian) of usually poorly fossiliferous epi-mesopelagic deposits (De Feyter et 
al., 1987). The lack of stratigraphic or paleontological data limits assignment of the 
specimen to the Schlier Fm. (Miocene), in generic terms.

Material
One single poorly preserved specimen in dorsal view, slightly compressed 

dorsoventrally, consisting of a posterior mould, and preserved in a small block of 
grey arenaceous rock. The specimen was stabilized only with a film of polyvinyl 
acetate for preservation. The specimen is deposited in the Geological Section of 
the Museo di Storia Naturale dell’Accademia dei Fisiocritici (MUSNAF), Siena, 
Italy (N° 7050). The systematic paleontology used in this paper follows the recent 
classification proposed by Brandt & Poore (2003).

Systematic Palaeontology
Order Isopoda Latreille, 1817

Suborder Cymathoidea Wagele, 1989
Family Cirolanidae Dana, 1852

Genus Palaega Woodward, 1870

Type species: Palaega carteri Woodward, 1870, by original designation.
Fossil species: for an updated list see Feldmann & Goolaerts (2005), Poltz et al. 

(2006) and Pasini & Garassino (2012a, b, c).
Remarks: for a full discussion on the genus see Feldmann & Goolaerts (2005), 

and Pasini & Garassino (2012a, b, c).

Palaega cf. P. picena Pasini & Garassino, 2012c
Fig. 1

Geological age: Schlier Fm. (Miocene).
Locality: Castel di Mezzo - Porticciolo, Pesaro e Urbino (Marche).
Occurrence and measurements: one single incomplete specimen partially 

preserved as an internal posterior mould; including pereonites 5-7, five free pleo-
nites and pleotelson.

(MUSNAF N° 7050 - total length: 70 mm; maximum width: 37 mm).
Discussion. The specimen shares major affinities with Cirolanidae and particu-

larly with Palaega Woodward, 1870 (Feldmann & Goolaerts, 2005). The specimen 
was compared with the two species confidently referred to Palaega from the Mio-
cene of Italy (for full discussion see Pasini & Garassino, 2012c): P. anconaetana 
Andrussow, 1886, and P. picena Pasini & Garassino, 2012c. Palaega anconaetana 
differs from the specimen by having pereonite 7 similar to pleonite 1 in width; 
flat subrectangular narrow and more slender pleotelson with straight lateral mar-
gins tapering toward the posterior part and acute spines along the posterior margin; 
and in the different ornamentation of the body characterized by closely spaced 
pits. Moreover, also the Pacific species P. undecimspinosus Karasawa, Nobuara & 
Matsuoka, 1992, from the Miocene of Japan differs notably from the specimen, in 
having longer pleurae directed postero-laterally, a strong distal keel, and a spinose 
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pleotelson. Instead, the specimen shares most affinities with P. picena. Although 
both the lateral margins and the pleotelson are incomplete, the best preserved parts 
of the body exhibit the pleurae of pereonites that are apparently longer than pleo-
nites; the pleonites slightly taper posteriorly; pleonite 5 is shorter and more com-
pressed than 2-4; the subrectangular pleotelson is gently rounded posteriorly with 
no spine or denticulation along the posterior margin; the central bulge is poorly 
marked; and the endocuticle is ornamented by short longitudinal striae alternated 
by irregular small pits. All these characters are present in P. picena. In transverse 
section, the body of the specimen appears more flattened than in the holotype, 
perhaps due to compression during fossilization, or to the mayor size (about double 
that of the Arcevia specimen), and/or to a different stage of growth of the indivi-
dual. Based on these observations we ascribe provisionally the specimen to Pala-
ega cfr. P. picena.
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