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Obituary

In memory of Alberto Mario Simonetta (1930-2021)

Filippo Ceccolini

Abstract - The polyvalent figure of Alberto Mario Simonetta (Pisa, 
1930 - Florence, 2021), one of the most important exponents of Italian 
Zoology of the last century, is here presented with a brief biographical 
note, a list of the taxa he described and of those dedicated to him, and a 
complete list of his publications.
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Riassunto - Alberto Mario Simonetta (1930-2021).
La poliedrica figura di Alberto Mario Simonetta (Pisa, 1930 - 

Firenze, 2021), tra i più importanti esponenti della Zoologia italiana del 
secolo scorso, viene qui ricordata con una breve nota biografica, una 
lista dei taxa da lui descritti e a lui dedicati, e un elenco completo delle 
sue pubblicazioni.

Parole chiave: medicina, numismatica, paleontologia, Università 
di Camerino, Università degli Studi di Firenze, zoologia.

Alberto Mario Simonetta (Fig. 1) passed away in Flo-
rence on 18 January 2021, and with him disappears one 
of the leading figures of the Italian Zoology of the second 
half of the 20th century, as well as a personality endowed 
with a versatility typical of other times.

Born in Pisa on March 26, 1930, he spent most of his 
childhood in Modena, where he received a private edu-
cation (he did not attend elementary school). At the age 
of 9, he passed the exam required by the Gentile reform 
to enter middle school, which he attended at the lower 
technical school Jacopo Barozzi. After the four-year cycle 
planned for middle schools at the time, he enrolled at the 
Liceo Scientifico, which he was only able to attend occa-
sionally due to the vicissitudes of war. Indeed, following 
the armistice signed on 8 September 1943, his family left 
Axis-occupied Modena in an attempt to reach to the Al-
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lied lines. During the travel, Alberto and his family got 
stuck in the mountains of Gran Sasso in Abruzzo, but at 
the behest of AMGOT (Allied Military Government of 
Occupied Territories), a few months later, he was able to 
take the exams to pass to the third year. After a short stay 
in Florence, with the return of the family to Modena, he 
completed his school career and obtained the high school 
diploma. At the age of 16, he matriculated at Medicine 
at the university of Modena. After moving to Florence, 
he completed his studies at the Tuscan university, where 

Fig. 1 - Alberto Mario Simonetta at “La Specola” Museum, Florence 
2004. / Alberto Mario Simonetta al museo de “La Specola”, Firenze 
2004. (Photo/Foto M. Vannini, modified/modificata).



64

he graduated on 12 November 1952. Immediately after 
graduating, he became a volunteer assistant at the Chair of 
Clinical Surgery at the University of Florence for almost a 
year. At the same time, he enrolled in the Natural Sciences 
course at the same university, shifting his work towards 
zoology, a subject in which he had already shown interest 
as highlighted by his Medicine dissertation in the field of 
Comparative Anatomy. While he was a student, he soon 
became a Volunteer Assistant at the chair of Zoology, a 
role he held for four years, until 31 October 1957, in the 
meantime obtaining the degree in Natural Sciences on 25 
February 1956, when at the Florentine chair of Zoology 
he became Assistant (first as Junior, then as Senior), hol-
ding the role until October 1969. During this period at the 
University of Florence, he was Libero Docente (lecturer) 
in Comparative Anatomy and Zoology, and then he beca-
me Temporary Professor of Zoology for five years in the 
Pharmacy degree course and Temporary Professor of Ge-
neral Biology for three years at the Faculty of Mathemati-
cal, Physical and Natural Sciences. In November 1969, he 
moved to the University of Camerino, where he remained 
until October 1994, holding the role of Full Professor of 
Zoology for six years and of Comparative Anatomy for 
over 15 years, teaching also History of Science for some 
years. In Camerino, he became Dean of the Faculty of 
Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences for a year 
and a half and Director of the Institute of Zoology and 
Comparative Anatomy for eight years, as well as holding 
for a few months the ad interim position of Director of the 
Institute of Histology and Embryology. During his stay in 
Camerino, within the three-year period 1977-1979 he also 
gave courses in Zoology at the Somali National Universi-
ty. In November 1994 he returned to Florence, where he 
ended his academic career, as Full Professor of Zoology, 
retiring on 31 October 2002; in this period he taught Zo-
ology, Conservation of Nature, and Evolutionary Biology 
for the Degree Course in Natural Sciences, of which he 
was President from 1999 to 2002. At the request of the 
academic council, after his retirement, he held courses in 
Evolutionary Biology of Vertebrates, Evolutionary Biolo-
gy and Theoretical Biological Morphology until 2010.

During his long academic career Simonetta took part 
in many field works in Africa and Asia. In particular, he 
was a pioneer in setting up the first of a long series of 
expeditions carried out by Florentine zoologists in the 
post-World War II Somalia. In 1956, on his return from 
Stellenbosch University (South Africa) where, thanks to 
a scholarship, he  studied the skull anatomy of crocodi-
les, he matured the intention to stay in Somalia. For this 
reason, he made contacts with a Florentine family who 
owned a farm on the Jubba River. Although this attempt 
failed, and despite the opposition of the director of the 
Museum of Natural History of Florence, Vincenzo Bal-
dasseroni, three years later Simonetta finally managed to 
organize a naturalistic expedition in Somalia, thanks to a 
grant of 2 million liras from the University of Florence and 
the help of the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian 
administration (Amministrazione fiduciaria italiana della 
Somalia) and of the Italian-Somali Agricultural Society 
of Jowhar. Although this first expedition was essentially 
a reconnaissance mission, it marked a decisive watershed 

in the Florentine zoological research for the decades to 
come, encouraging many faunal and ecological research 
carried out by the staff of the Museum and the Institute of 
Zoology of the University of Florence and the CNR (Con-
siglio Nazionale delle Ricerche: Italian National Council 
for Scientific Research) between the 1960s and the 1980s. 
This growing interest created the conditions for increasin-
gly focused explorations and studies, which in 1971 led to 
the establishment of the Center for the Study of Tropical 
Faunas and Ecology of the CNR under the direction of 
Leo Pardi (Chelazzi, 2009). Simonetta himself participa-
ted in many of these missions, spending over three years 
in Somalia and carrying out 13 expeditions between 1959 
and 1983 (Fig. 2).

Simonetta also proved to be active outside the aca-
demic field, often playing roles in the conservation and 
management of wildlife. In the 1960s, he became mem-
ber of the Commission for Nature Conservation of the 
CNR, while between the end of the 1960s and the end of 
the 1990s he was a trustee of some Italian National Par-
ks (Abruzzi National Park from 1969 to 1982, Calabria 
National Park from 1986 to 1989, Stelvio National Park 
from 1997 to 1999). Moreover, he was appointed by the 
Somali Government as the technical advisor of the Somali 
Delegation to the United Nations conference held in Bonn 
(Germany) in 1979, which resulted in the Convention on 
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals. 
Interested also in the problems and management of hun-
ting, he was a member of the provincial hunting commit-
tee of Florence for about three years between the 1960s 
and the 1970s.

Fig. 2 - Simonetta (left) with Ugo Funaioli at El Bur (Somalia) engaged 
in taxidermic work of material collected during the mission of 1959. / 
Simonetta (a sinistra) e Ugo Funaioli a El Bur (Somalia) impegnati in 
lavori di tassidermia su esemplari raccolti durante la missione del 1959 
(Photo/Foto: Archivio A. M. Simonetta).
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As for his scientific production, after a few publica-
tions on medical subjects, Simonetta soon focused on 
the comparative anatomy of vertebrates. The study of the 
skull and middle ear was at the center of his attention, 
especially because of the taxonomic implications of these 
bony structures. His main taxonomic groups of interest 
under the phylogenetic perpspective were the Class of 
birds and the mammalian families Ochotonidae, Talpidae, 
Soricidae, and Chrysocloridae. For the latter family he 
described the new species Amblysomus tytonis (= Huetia 
tytonis), the Somali golden mole, based on bone remains 
obtained from barn owl Tyto alba pellets. To date, the ma-
terial collected by Simonetta himself during a mission in 
Somalia is all is known for this species, the only one of 
the family to live north of the Equator, albeit only by a 
few degrees (see Taylor et al., 2020).

Simonetta dedicated a great deal of research to the 
study of the fauna of Somalia, the knowledge of which 
he deepened thanks to the numerous expeditions already 
mentioned. Among his publications, several works were 
dedicated to the Somali mammals, but he also dealt with 
the arachnids of the Horn of Africa, in particular the ca-
mel spiders (Order Solifugae), of which he also described 
some species and subspecies. This is not surprising since 
Arthropods were another subject of interest that Simonet-
ta cultivated for almost all his life. In particular, he was 
interested in their origins and the interpretation of their 
phylogenetic relationships, for the study of which he also 
made use of fossils.

In the field of paleontology, Simonetta carried out par-
ticularly significant research, which in the 1960s brought 
back to the attention of scientists the fossils discovered 
and described a few decades earlier by Charles D. Walcott 
in Burgess Shale (Canada), and until then rather neglec-
ted, despite their obvious peculiarities. Indeed, after the 
death of the American paleontologist, relatively few con-
tributions had been devoted to these fossils, among which 
one with the rather infrequent in this field but certainly 
prestigious signature of a young Hutchinson (1930), the 
monograph by Rasetti (1951), and the “trilobitocentric” 
work by Størmer (1959). Taking advantage of a tempora-
ry stay in Washington granted by a scholarship, in 1960 
Simonetta was able to examine Walcott’s material preser-
ved at the Smithsonian Institution. This was the occasion 
for him to begin a line of research on the Burgess fauna: 
Simonetta, in different periods, cultivated this interest for 
over 40 years, also describing several new taxa. Although 
later, partly as a result of new discoveries, new techniques 
of investigation and new possibilities not available when 
Simonetta began his studies (for example, borrowing spe-
cimens from the museum or preparing these fossils was 
not permitted at that time), many of his assumptions about 
the habitus of the animals he studied were corrected and 
some of the taxa he established were discontinued, his 
early revisions paved the way for later work by Whitting-
ton, Briggs and Conway Morris. These works were ma-
de famous by Stephen Jay Gould’s book Wonderful Life 
(1989), which contributed to the celebrity of Burgess’s 
fauna among palaeontologists and laymen alike.1 In fact, 
Gould (1989) expressed his opinion on Simonetta in the 
following words “A. M. Simonetta, an Italian paleontolo-

gist, deserves a great deal more credit than this book has 
space to provide. He alone, after Walcott and before Whit-
tington, attempted a comprehensive program of revision 
for Burgess arthropods. He worked as Walcott had, and 
with Walcott’s specimens, treating the fossils essentially 
as films on the rock surface and attempting no preparation 
of specimens. He therefore made many mistakes in a long 
series of papers published during the 1960s and 1970s. 
But he also provided substantial improvements upon se-
veral earlier studies, and through his comprehensive ef-
forts reminded paleontologists about the richness of the 
Burgess Shale. Since science is a process of correction, 
Simonetta’s errors also provided an important spur to 
Whittington and his colleagues”.

Simonetta literary production included also populari-
zation works mostly about conservation and faunal ma-
nagement. These included books and articles in popular 
magazines, especially in hunting ones: between the 1970s 
and 1990s, he published 50 articles in the well-known Ita-
lian hunting magazine Diana.

In addition to these main topics, many other subjects 
were occasionally touched upon by Simonetta in his pa-
pers, including an important review about the classifica-
tion of hominoid primates, but also some works on the 
anatomy of brachiopods and others concerning palaeonto-
logy, kariology, ethology, ecology, museology, anthropo-
logy, and zootechnics, as well as some book reviews and 
various opinion articles, especially on systematics.

His interest in the history of biology is emphasized by 
the publication of a book (later revised and translated in 
English) summarizing all the main stages of this discipli-
ne, from its rise to the beginning of the 20th century. Popu-
lar science, both aimed at a general public and at a more 
specialized one, was indeed another of the many aspects 
that Simonetta did not neglect. In this regard, are worth 
mentioning some contributions in encyclopedias, an eco-
logy book, some chapters of a treatise about comparative 
anatomy, and a zoology book, in which he discussed, in 
a comprehensive treatment, all animal groups, and every 
topic of this vast discipline, not avoiding historical-philo-
sophical considerations.

Although extremely varied, the zoological and palae-
ontological production does not represent the opera om-
nia of Simonetta, whose versatility led him to work to 
excellent levels in numismatics, as well. Actually, it was 
in this field that he published his first works at the age of 
only 19. Inheriting an interest in coins from his father Bo-
no, medical director of the Otorhinolaryngology Clinic at 
the University of Florence and an internationally renow-
ned numismatist, Alberto, like his parent before him, was 
a specialist in the coinage of the Parthian Empire and the 
Kingdom of Cappadocia, producing over 20 articles and 
three entries for the prestigious Enciclopedia Treccani. 
Over time and generations, the Simonetta family has also 
set up a great private coin collection relating to this hi-
storical and geographical context. Now, with the death of 
Alberto, the collection will not be able to retain its identi-
ty and currently 495 Parthian and Indo-Parthian coins are 
for sale through the international auction house Bertolami 
Fine Art in Rome. Simonetta’s passion for the details of 
history was reflected not only in the care and study of this 
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numismatic collection, but also in the attention devoted 
to the correspondence that belonged to her grandmother 
Ada Sacchi (1874-1944), an important figure who played 
a fundamental role in the process of democratising libra-
ry services and a fervent militant for women’s emanci-
pation. The letters of such correspondence are a part of 
the so-called Sacchi Archive, particularly interesting both 
for the cultural and historical context, and for the direct 
relationship that some of the people involved had with 
fundamental figures of the Italian Risorgimento, such as 
Garibaldi or Mazzini. The papers belonging to Simonet-
ta, consisting of several thousand documents mainly of 
an epistolary nature, have been rearranged by he himself 
allowing a copy to be reproduced at the Mantuan Institute 
of Contemporary History (Bertolotti et al., 2017). Among 
other important items, these documents also include some 
letters written by the explorer and naturalist Maurizio Sac-
chi (Bertolotti, 2012), who died at a young age during Vit-
torio Bottego’s second expedition to the Horn of Africa. 
Moreover, another hundred or so letters from the family 
collection were donated by Simonetta to the Municipal 
Archives of Mantua, as they concern the administration 
of properties confiscated from several Mantuan political 
refugees, including Attilio Mori, one of the patriots who 
organized the rebellion against the Austrians that led to 
the sadly famous epilogue of the Martyrs of Belfiore and 
with whom Achille Sacchi, a well-known physician and 
patriot, father of Ada and great-grandfather of Alberto Si-
monetta, was in close contact (see http://archiviocomuna-
le.comune.mantova.it).

In the last years of his life Simonetta devoted himself 
also to writing crime novels, set in very heterogeneous 
historical contexts (from Mantua at the onset of the 18th 
century to East Africa in the first half of the 20th centu-
ry, from Grand Duchy of Tuscany to Italy of the Second 
World War), which he managed thanks to his outstanding 
erudition. His last works were autobiographical contribu-
tions, in particular with the printing of the first part (he 
passed away before writing the rest) of his and his wife 
Stefania’s history and a posthumous collection of anecdo-
tes of his African expeditions included in a book of which 
he was one of the two editors.

This rough description of the cultural themes tackled 
by Simonetta throughout his life demonstrates his extra-
ordinary versatility inspired by a desire for knowledge 
with ancient connotations: in this regard, a note he made 
on his self-presentation website is particularly remarkable 
(https://albertosimonetta.wordpress.com/author/alberto-
simonetta/). Here he emphasises, with regard to the publi-
cation numbered 105 in the list below, that he did not in 
fact participate in the production of that article, which was 
written entirely by the other signatory, who “ci ha messo 
il mio nome a mia insaputa” [“put my name on it without 
my knowledge”].

This may seem like an absolutely negligible detail wi-
thin the approximately 300 publications written during his 
career, and technically it is, but I believe it is particularly 
significant in denoting the approach he always used in his 
work. The unsolicited need to emphasise the extraneousness 
of a work credited to him shows a desire not to feel as his 
own what was not the result of his personal achievement.

I can think of no better way to emphasise the respect 
he showed for the pleasure of discovery, which is the ba-
sis of research. In an increasingly widespread tendency 
to approach to research as a managerial activity linked to 
mere career convenience reasons, along with the deplo-
rable custom of appearing among the authors of articles 
without contributing to their realization, the small clari-
fication written by Simonetta no longer seems to be an 
insignificant detail, but a sort of epitome of the motivation 
that moved him. In fact, at the end of the Curriculum Vitae 
published on his website Simonetta concludes with a com-
ment as simple as significant: “ho sempre fatto quello che 
mi divertiva e mi è sempre riuscito bene” [“I’ve always 
done what I enjoyed and I’ve always done it well”].

BIBlIOgRAPhy Of AlBeRtO SIMOnettA
For homogeneity, it was chosen to indicate Simonet-

ta’s initial name always as A. M., although in various ori-
ginal works the author appears with only the initial A. 
The work published on Diana volume 69, issue 5 of 1974 
(p. 82) is not included as it was wrongly attributed to 
Simonetta instead to the real authors Dessì-Fulgheri and 
Mannucci, due to an error, as specified on Simonetta’s 
personal website. In the volume including publications 
marked with numbers 148 and 149, on pages 32, 55-56, 
84-85, 129-130, 131, 174-175, 190, 209-211, 213-215, 
234-235, 238-250, 260-264, various interventions by Si-
monetta do appear, but these are transcriptions of que-
stions and other oral interventions made during debates 
of the conference to which the volume is devoted and they 
are not real publications: they are therefore not counted. 
In addition to the contributions reported below, there are 
also some printed works: lecture notes on Zoology for 
the Somali National University (429 pp. + 48 plates) and 
on Comparative Anatomy (I + 217 pp.) and on Zoology 
(224 pp.) used in Camerino and Florence. These works 
were not officially published and they are not included in 
the following list.

All works have been personally checked with the ex-
ception of those with numbers 122 and 145.

Most of the opera omnia of Simonetta was donated by 
his two sons to the Natural History Museum of Florence, 
where it is kept at “La Specola” section.
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Its Historical Significance. East and West, 51 (1-2): 69-108.
Simonetta A. M., 2002 – Quattro vecchie storie. 270. Nephila Edizioni, 
Firenze.
Simonetta A. M., 2002 – Breve storia della Biologia dalle origini al 271. 
XX secolo. Firenze University Press, Firenze. [2nd edition, revised 
and quite enlarged].
Simonetta A. M., 2003 – Short History of Biology from the origins 272. 
to the 20th century. Firenze University Press, Firenze. [Slightly 
different edition of that in Italian, not its simply translate].
Simonetta A. M., 2003 – History and scope of biological sciences. 273. 
In: Biological Science Fundamentals and Systematics. Minelli 
A. & Contrafatto G. (eds.). Eolss Publishers, Oxford, 1: 51-65. 
[http://www.eolss.net].
Simonetta A. M., 2003 – History of Biology. In: Biological Science 274. 
Fundamentals and Systematics. Minelli A. & Contrafatto G. (eds.). 
Eolss Publishers, Oxford, 1: 66-83. [http://www.eolss.net].
Simonetta A. M., 2003 – Levels of biotic organisation. In: 275. 
Biological Science Fundamentals and Systematics. Minelli A. 
& Contrafatto G. (eds.). Eolss Publishers, Oxford, 1: 107-117. 
[http://www.eolss.net].
Simonetta A. M., 2003 – Philosophy of Biological Sciences. In: 276. 
Biological Science Fundamentals and Systematics. Minelli A. & 
Contrafatto G. (eds.). Eolss Publishers, Oxford, 1: 137-149 [http://
www.eolss.net].
Simonetta A. M., 2003 – Book rewiev of “Atlantide. Una 277. 
controversia scientifica da Colombo a Darwin” by Marco Ciardi. 
History and Philosophy of the Life Sciences, 25 (1): 114-115.
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Simonetta A. M., 2004 – Control of poaching and the market for 278. 
products such as ivory, rhino horn, tiger and bear body products. 
In: Biodiversity conservation and habitat management. Gherardi 
F., Corti C. & Gualtieri M. (eds.). Eolss Publishers, Oxford, 2: 
30-40. [http://www.eolss.net].
Simonetta A. M., 2004 – Are the traditional classes of arthropods 279. 
natural ones? Recent advances in palaeontology and some 
considerations on morphology. Italian Journal of Zoology, 71 (3): 
247-264.
Simonetta A. M. & Sacchi R., 2004 – Impact of Travels on 280. 
Scientific Knowledge. The Scientific and Political Results 
of the Second Bottego Expedition and the National and 
International Context of the Italian Explorations in the Horn of 
Africa. Proceedings of the California Academy of Sciences, 55 
(Supplement II) (3): 14-28.
Simonetta A. M., 2005 – Riflessioni sulle implicazioni desumibili 281. 
dalla presenza di un mollusco nell’Ediacariano (= Vendiano) 
e sulle prime fasi della radiazione dei Metazoi. In: La logica 
dell’evoluzione dei viventi. Spunti di riflessione. Atti del XII 
Convegno del Gruppo Italiano di Biologia Evoluzionistica. 
Firenze, 18-21 febbraio 2004. Scapini F. (ed.). Firenze University 
Press, Firenze: 121-131.
Liu J., Han J., Simonetta A. M., Hu S., Zhang Z., yao y. & Shu D., 282. 
2006 – New observations of the lobopod-like worm Facivermis 
from the Early Cambrian Chengjiang Lagerstätte. Chinese Science 
Bulletin, 51 (3): 358-363.
Sellwood D. & Simonetta A. M., 2006 – Notes on the coinage and 283. 
history of the Arsacids from the advent of Orodes II to the end 
of the reign of Phraates IV. Quaderni ticinesi di numismatica e 
antichità classiche, 35: 283-315.
Berti R. & Simonetta A. M., 2006 – Placodes and the origin of 284. 
dermal skeleton. In: I Congresso della Società italiana di Biologia 
Evoluzionistica & II Congresso dei Biologi Evoluzionisti Italiani 
(Firenze, 4-7 settembre 2006). Fani R. & Caramelli D. (eds.). 
Aracne editrice, Fienze: 158-159. [Abstract for congress].
Simonetta A. M., 2006 – Qualche riflessione sulla possibilità di 285. 
calibrare la cronologia assoluta delle filogenesi molecolari. In: 
I Congresso della Società italiana di Biologia Evoluzionistica 
& II Congresso dei Biologi Evoluzionisti Italiani (Firenze, 4-7 
settembre 2006). Fani R. & Caramelli D. (eds.). Aracne editrice, 
Fienze: 160-161. [Abstract for congress].
Simonetta A. M., 2007 – Overstrikes, mules, modified dies and 286. 
retouched coins in the Arsacid coinage: a discussion of their 
significance. Parthica, 8 (2006): 41-54.
Simonetta A. M., 2007 – La monetazione di età seleucide e partica 287. 
della zecca di Seleucia al Tigri. In: Sulla via di Alessandro. Da 
Seleucia al Gandhāra. Torino, Palazzo Madama. Museo Civico 
d’Arte Antica. 27 febbraio - 27 maggio 2007. Messina V. (ed.). 
Silvana Editoriale, Cinisello Balsamo (MI): 116-121 + schede n° 
4-7, 9-10, 12-14, 16, 18-20, 22-25, 27-41.
Fedonkin M. A, Simonetta A. M. & Ivantsov A. y., 2007 – New 288. 
data on Kimberella, the Vendian mollusc-like organism (White Sea 
region: Russia): palaeoecological and evolutionary implications. 
In: The Rise and Fall of the Ediacaran Biota. Vickers-Rich P. 
& Komarower P. (eds.). Geological Society, London, Special 
Publication, 286: 157-179.
Simonetta A. M., 2007 – A reliable absolute molecular clock, 289. 
is it possible? In: The Rise and Fall of the Vendian (Ediacaran) 
Biota. Origin of the Modern Biosphere. Transactions of the 
International Conference on the IGCP Project 493. August 
20-31, 2007, Moscow. Semikhatov M. A. (ed.). GEOS, Moscow: 
64-66.
Simonetta A. M.,290.  2007 – Uno sguardo alle faune del Corno 
d’Africa ed il significato odierno delle collezioni storiche dei 
musei naturalistici: le collezioni degli esploratori italiani del XIX 
secolo. In: Un naturalista perugino nel Corno d’Africa. Atti della 
giornata di studi su Orazio Antinori (1811-1882). Perugia - 24 
maggio 2002. Barili A., Gentili S. & Romano B. (eds.). ali&no, 
Perugia: 23-28. [With CD-ROM].
Simonetta A. M., 2008 – The coinage of the Cappadocian Kings: 291. 
a revision and a catalogue of the Simonetta collection. Parthica, 
9 (2007): 10-152.
Simonetta A. M., 2008 – Giorni in bilico. Diari 1943-44.292.  Edizioni 
Polistampa, Firenze.

Chiarelli B. & Simonetta A. M. (in collaboration with Mori L.), 293. 
2008 – Storia dei musei naturalistici fiorentini. Firenze University 
Press, Firenze.
Simonetta A. M., 2008 – Un’indagine del Dottor Ponti. Mantova 294. 
1711. Edizioni Polistampa, Firenze. [Reprinted in 2018 as 
indipendent publication].
Lanza B. & Simonetta A., 2009295.  – Le collezioni somale di 
mammiferi, rettili ed anfibi del Museo della Specola. In: Il Museo 
di Storia Naturale dell’Università degli Studi di Firenze. Volume I. 
Le collezioni della Specola: zoologia e cere anatomiche. Barsanti 
G. & Chelazzi G. (eds.). Firenze University Press, Firenze: 229-
230.
Simonetta A. M., Pucci A. & Berti R., 2009 – Placodes and 296. 
dermal skeleton: a contribution to an old debate. In: Life and time. 
Selected contributions on The Evolution of Life and its History 
dedicated to Pietro Omodeo. Casellato S., Burighel P. & Minelli 
A. (eds.). CLEUP, Padova: 193-203.
Simonetta A. M., 2009 – The coinage of the so-called Parthian 297. 
“Dark Age” revisited. Electrum, 15: 141-194.
Simonetta A. M., 2014 – Something to think about (Part 1). 298. 
Do “species” really exist in Nature or are they just necessary 
intellectual tools? Italian Journal of Zoology, 81 (2): 162-181.
Simonetta A. M., 2018 – Toscana 1785: una storia lucchese. 299. 
Independently published.
Simonetta A. M., 2018 – Storia e storielle delle Università Italiane. 300. 
Independently published.
Pucci A., Berti R. & Simonetta A. M., 2019 – The skull osteology 301. 
of the blind cave cyprinid Phreatichthys andruzzii Vinciguerra, 
1924. Tropical Zoology, 32 (2): 80-106.
Simonetta A. M., 2019 – Due vecchie storie. 302. Independently 
published.
Simonetta A. M., 2019 – A Modena 1944: un’indagine clandestina. 303. 
Independently published.
Simonetta A. M., 2019 – È morto Gouldston! 304. Independently 
published.
Simonetta A. M., 2020 – Appunti per una storia di famiglia e di noi 305. 
due. Parte 1. Independently published, 167 pp.
Simonetta A. M. & Dessì-Fulgheri (eds.), 2021 – Naturalisti 306. 
a zonzo. Note di viaggio e di ricerca. Independently published. 
[Posthumous].
Simonetta A. M., 2021 – Somalia. In: Naturalisti a zonzo. Note 307. 
di viaggio e di ricerca. Simonetta A. M. & Dessì-Fulgheri (eds.). 
Independently published: 209-235. [Posthumous].

In addition to this list, in his aformentioned website, 
Simonetta reported the following two works:

Simonetta A. M., 1976 –a.  Studio di pianificazione per la 
valorizzazione della Valle del Fiume Giuba. Vol. V. Lo sviluppo 
derivante l’analisi economica e il programma di tutti gli interventi. 
Technital S.p.A., Roma: 36-50.
Funaioli U. & Simonetta A. M., 1979 – Game animals in the Somali b. 
Republic. A review of the present situation and its management 
problems. National Range Agency, Mogadishu.

These are technical reports, but they are not accredi-
ted; only the unofficial Simonetta website allows to un-
derstand the authors, but formally the reports are anony-
mous.

new taxa eStABlIShed By AlBeRtO 
SIMOnettA

The taxa are divided by taxonomic category and wi-
thin each of them are reported in chronological order. For 
each name it is indicated whether it is currently conside-
red still valid or which is the current corresponding name 
and the general classification in which the taxonomic ca-
tegory considered is currently inserted. Extinct taxa are 
indicated by a dagger (†) and in this case the geological 
period to which the taxon goes back is reported: in ori-

IN MEMORy OF ALBERTO MARIO SIMONETTA (1930-2021): .BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES AND SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITy



74

ginal papers Middle Cambrian was used, herein the new 
name Miaolingian (see Nielsen & Ahlberg, 2019) is used. 
For the species and subspecies described, the provenance 
of the holotype is also summarily indicated.

ORdeRS
Prophyllocarida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see 

list n. 104: p. 31)
Possible inclusion in Hymenostraca Rolfe, 1969 (see 

Briggs, 1978), Canadaspidida Novožilov in Orlov, 1960 
(see Hou & Bergström, 1997) or Hymenocarina Clarke, 
1882 (see Vannier et al., 2018). Arthropoda Pancrustacea.

Odaraiida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 31)

Name established as Odaraida Simonetta & Delle 
Cave, 1975 and correct in Odaraiida Simonetta & Delle 
Cave, 1975 by Hou & Bergström (1997). Currently valid 
(with its synonym Pectocaridida Hou, 1999) (see Hou et 
al., 2004) or included in Hymenocarina Clarke, 1882 (see 
Vannier et al., 2018). Arthropoda Pancrustacea.

Tontoiida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 31)

Uncertain validity, perhaps to include in Helmetiida 
Novožilov, 1969 (see Hou & Bergström, 1997). Arthro-
poda Artiopoda.

yohiida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 31)

Currently valid according to Hou & Bergström (1997). 
Arthropoda Megacheira.

Tuzoiida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 31)

Currently valid according to Vannier et al. (2007). Ar-
thropoda incertae sedis.

Isoxyida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 31)

Name established as Isoxyda Simonetta & Delle Cave, 
1975 (even if not marked as new order) and correct in 
Isoxyida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 by Hou & Berg-
ström (1997). Valid according to Aria & Caron (2015), 
who report the original name. Arthropoda incertae sedis.

Protocaridida Simonetta & Delle Cave 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 31)

Name established as Protocarida Simonetta & Del-
le Cave, 1975 and correct in Protocaridida Simonetta & 
Delle Cave, 1975 by Hou & Bergström (1997). Valid ac-
cording to Briggs et al. (2008). Arthropoda Pancrustacea 
Branchiopoda.

Mollisoniida Simonetta & Delle Cave 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 31)

Name established as Mollinsoniida Simonetta & Delle 
Cave, 1975 and correct in Mollisoniida Simonetta & Del-
le Cave, 1975 by Conway Morris & Robison (1988). Con-
sidered nomen nudum by Lerosey-Aubril et al. (2020a) 
who described the taxon as new, linked to their names.

Diploaspida Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1978 † (see list 
n. 130: p. 89)

Name established in a cladogram without precise de-
finition, but currently considered part of Chasmataspidida 
Caster & Brooks 1956 (see Dunlop et al., 2004; Lamsdell, 
2013). Arthropoda Chelicerata.

fAMIlIeS
Alalcomenaeidae Simonetta, 1970 † (see list n. 104: 

p. 27)
Currently considered invalid by He et al. (2017) who 

include the genus Alalcomenaeus Simonetta, 1970 in the 
family Leanchoiliidae. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida.

Habeliidae Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 27)

Currently valid according to Aria & Caron (2017). Ar-
thropoda Arachnomorpha Habeliida.

Actaeidae Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 27)

Currently considered invalid by He et al. (2017) who 
include the genus Actaeus Simonetta, 1970 in the family 
Leanchoiliidae. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida.

Molariidae Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 32)

Currently valid according to Hou & Bergström (1997). 
Arthropoda incertae sedis.

Mollisoniidae Simonetta & Delle Cave 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 32)

Name established as Mollinsoniidae Simonetta & 
Delle Cave, 1975 and correct in Mollisoniidae Simonet-
ta & Delle Cave, 1975 by Conway Morris & Robison 
(1988). Considered nomen nudum by Lerosey-Aubril et 
al. (2020a) who described the taxon as new, linked to their 
names.

Helmetiidae Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 33)

Currently valid according to Hou & Bergström (1997). 
Arthropoda Artiopoda Helmetiida.

Tegopeltidae Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 34)

Currently valid according to Hou & Bergström (1997) 
and Hendricks & Lieberman (2008). Arthropoda Helme-
tiida.

Eurysacidae Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 35)

Currently included in Odaraiidae Simonetta & Delle 
Cave, 1975 (see Briggs, 1981). Arthropoda Pancrustacea.

Odaraiidae Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 35)

Currently valid, there is no unique opinion in which 
order to which to include it (see Hou et al., 2004; Vannier 
et al., 2018). Arthropoda Pancrustacea.

SuBfAMIlIeS
Amblysominae Simonetta 1957 (see list 15: p. 77)
Currently valid. Mammalia Afrosoricida Chrysochlo-

ridae (see Taylor et al., 2020).
Eremitalpinae Simonetta 1957 (see list 15: p. 77)
Currently part of the subfamily Chrysochlorinae Gray, 

1825. Mammalia Afrosoricida Chrysochloridae (see Tay-
lor et al., 2020).

tRIBeS
Brahmapithecini Simonetta 1958 (see list 21: p. 93)
Considered included in Sivapithecini Pilgrim, 1910 

(cf. Simons, 1964; Greenfield, 1979; Begun, 2010, 2015). 
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Mammalia Primates Hominidae Ponginae. Although the 
year of description of the taxon is always reported as 1957, 
actually the correct date is 1959 for the reasons reported 
in the note of the publication number 21 of the list.

Sugrivapithecini Simonetta 1958 (see list 21: p. 94)
Considered included in part in Sivapithecini Pilgrim, 

1910 - Mammalia Primates Hominidae Ponginae - and in 
part in Dryopithecini Gregory & Hellman, 1939 - Mam-
malia Primates Hominidae Homininae (cf. Pickford, 
2010; Begun, 2010). Although the year of description of 
the taxon is always reported as 1957, actually the correct 
date is 1959 for the reasons reported in the note of the 
publication number 21 of the list.

Ramapithecini Simonetta 1958 (see list 21: p. 96)
Considered included in Sivapithecini Pilgrim, 1910 

(cf. Begun, 2010). Mammalia Primates Hominidae Pon-
ginae. Although the year of description of the taxon is al-
ways reported as 1957, actually the correct date is 1959 
for the reasons reported in the note of the publication 
number 21 of the list.

geneRA
Parahabelia Simonetta, 1964 † (see list n. 48: p. 222)
Currently junior synonym of Mollisonia Walcott, 1912. 

Arthropoda Mollisoniida Mollisoniidae (see Lerosey-Au-
bril et al., 2020b). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Emeraldoides Simonetta, 1964 † (see list n. 48: p. 
227)

Currently valid. Arthropoda incertae sedis (see Stein 
& Selden, 2011). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Actaeus Simonetta, 1970 † (see list n. 70: p. 43)
Currently valid. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida Leanchoi-

liidae (see He et al., 2017). Burgess Shale, Canada. Mia-
olingian.

Alalcomenaeus Simonetta, 1970 † (see list n. 70: p. 
39)

Currently valid. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida Leanchoi-
liidae (see He et al., 2017). Burgess Shale, Canada. Mia-
olingian.

Tegopelte Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 4)

Currently valid. Arthropoda Helmetiida Tegopeltidae 
(see Hou & Bergström, 1997; Hendricks & Lieberman, 
2008). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Thelxiope Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list n. 
104: p. 5)

Currently valid. Arthropoda Mollisoniida Mollisoni-
idae (see Lerosey-Aubril et al., 2020b). Burgess Shale, 
Canada. Miaolingian.

Eurysaces Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see list 
n. 104: p. 14)

Currently junior synonym of Odaraia Walcott, 1912. 
Arthropoda “Crustacea” Odaraiidae (see Briggs, 1981). 
Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Fasciculus Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1979 † (see list 
n. 135: p. 47)

Currently valid. Ctenophora incertae sedis (Conway 
Morris & Collins, 1996). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miao-
lingian. Although the year of description of the taxon is 
always reported as 1978, actually the correct date is 1979 

for the reasons reported in the note of the publication 
number 133 of the list.

Platydendron Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1979 † (see 
list n. 135: p. 47)

Currently valid. Platyhelminthes Polycladida (see 
Tyler et al., 2006-2021). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miao-
lingian. Although the year of description of the taxon is 
always reported as 1978, actually the correct date is 1979 
for the reasons reported in the note of the publication 
number 133 of the list.

Metaspriggina Simonetta & Insom, 1993 † (see list n. 
222: p. 106)

Currently valid. Chordata incertae incertae sedis (Con-
way Morris, 2008). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

SPecIeS
Emeraldoides problematicus Simonetta, 1964 † (see 

list n. 48: p. 228)
Currently valid. Arthropoda incertae sedis (see Stein 

& Selden, 2011). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.
Habelia brevicauda Simonetta, 1964 † (see list n. 48: 

p. 222)
Currently valid, under study. Arthropoda Arachno-

morpha incertae sedis (see Aria & Carion, 2017). Burgess 
Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Amblysomus tytonis Simonetta, 1968 (see list n. 64: 
p. 31)

Currently valid as Huetia tytonis (Simonetta, 1968). 
Mammalia Afrosoricida Chrysochloridae (see Taylor et 
al., 2020). Somalia.

Zeriassa pardii Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1968 (see list 
n. 65: p. 171)

Currently valid. Arachnida Solifugae Solpugidae (see 
Harvey, 2013). Somalia.

Actaeus armatus Simonetta, 1970 † (see list n. 70: p. 43)
Currently valid. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida Leanchoi-

liidae (see He et al., 2017). Burgess Shale, Canada. Mia-
olingian.

Alalcomenaeus cambricus Simonetta, 1970 † (see list 
n. 70: p. 39)

Currently valid. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida Leanchoi-
liidae (see He et al., 2017). Burgess Shale, Canada. Mia-
olingian.

Leanchoilia amphiction Simonetta, 1970 † (see list n. 
70: p. 39)

Currently junior synonym of Leanchoilia superlata 
Walcott, 1912. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida Leanchoiliidae 
(see Bruton & Whittington, 1983). Burgess Shale, Cana-
da. Miaolingian.

Leanchoilia persephone Simonetta, 1970 † (see list n. 
70: p. 38)

Currently valid. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida Leanchoili-
idae (see García-Bellido & Collins, 2007). Burgess Shale, 
Canada. Miaolingian.

Leanchoilia protogonia Simonetta, 1970 † (see list n. 
70: p. 38)

Currently junior synonym of Leanchoilia superlata 
Walcott, 1912. Arthropoda Leanchoiliida Leanchoiliidae 
(see Bruton & Whittington, 1983). Burgess Shale, Cana-
da. Miaolingian.
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Gluviopsis butes Delle Cave & Simonetta, 1971 (see 
list n. 71: p. 61)

Currently valid. Arachnida Solifugae Daesiidae (see 
Harvey, 2013). Somalia.

Eberlanzia ? benedicti Delle Cave & Simonetta, 1971 
(see list n. 71: p. 68)

Currently valid as included in the genus ipotizzato 
supposed in the description. Arachnida Solifugae Daesi-
idae (see Harvey, 2013). Somalia.

Tegopelte gigas Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see 
list n. 104: p. 4)

Currently valid. Arthropoda Helmetiida Tegopeltidae 
(see Hou & Bergström, 1997; Hendricks & Lieberman, 
2008). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Naraoia halia Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see 
list n. 104: p. 5)

Currently junior synonym of Naraoia compacta Wal-
cott, 1912. Arthropoda Nektaspida Naraoiidae (see Bond 
& Edgecombe, 2021). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolin-
gian.

Naraoia pammon Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † 
(see list n. 104: p. 5)

Currently junior synonym of Naraoia compacta Wal-
cott, 1912. Arthropoda Nektaspida Naraoiidae (see Bond 
& Edgecombe, 2021). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolin-
gian.

Thelxiope palaeothallasia Simonetta & Delle Cave, 
1975 † (see list n. 104: p. 5)

Currently valid. Arthropoda Mollisoniida Mollisoni-
idae (see Lerosey-Aubril et al., 2020b). Burgess Shale, 
Canada. Miaolingian.

Isoxys longissimus Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † 
(see list n. 104: p. 6)

Currently valid. Arthropoda incertae sedis (see Gar-
cía-Bellido et al., 2009). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miao-
lingian.

Proboscicaris obtusa Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † 
(see list n. 104: p. 8)

Currently to be the P-elements (terminology according 
to Daley et al., 2009) of an undetermined specimen of 
the genus Hurdia Walcott, 1912. Arthropoda Radiodonta 
Hurdiidae (see Daley et al., 2013). Burgess Shale, Cana-
da. Miaolingian.

Hurdia dentata Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see 
list n. 104: p. 9)

Currently junior synonym of Hurdia victoria Walcott, 
1912 (see Daley et al., 2013). Arthropoda Radiodonta 
Hurdiidae (see Sun et al., 2020). Burgess Shale, Canada. 
Miaolingian.

Canadaspis obesa Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † 
(see list n. 104: p. 12)

Currently junior synonym of Canadaspis perfecta 
(Walcott, 1912) (see Briggs, 1978). Arthropoda “Crusta-
cea” Canadaspidida Canadaspididae (see Briggs et al., 
2008). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Canadaspis dictynna Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † 
(see list n. 104: p. 12)

Currently valid as Perspicaris dictynna (Simonetta & 
Delle Cave, 1975). Arthropoda incertae sedis (see Briggs, 
1977). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Eurysaces pielus Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1975 † (see 

list n. 104: p. 14)
Currently junior synonym of Odaraia alata Walcott, 

1912. Arthropoda “Crustacea” Odaraiidae (see Briggs, 
1981). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

Fasciculus vesanus Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1979 † 
(see list n. 135: p. 47)

Currently valid. Ctenophora incertae sedis (Conway 
Morris & Collins, 1996). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miao-
lingian. Although the year of description of the taxon is 
always reported as 1978, actually the correct date is 1979 
for the reasons reported in the note of the publication 
number 133 of the list.

Platydendron ovale Simonetta & Delle Cave, 1979 † 
(see list n. 135: p. 47)

Currently valid. Platyhelminthes Polycladida (see 
Tyler et al., 2006-2021). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miao-
lingian. Although the year of description of the taxon is 
always reported as 1978, actually the correct date is 1979 
for the reasons reported in the note of the publication 
number 133 of the list.

Metaspriggina walcotti Simonetta & Insom, 1993 † 
(see list n. 222: p. 106)

Currently valid. Chordata incertae sedis (Conway 
Morris, 2008). Burgess Shale, Canada. Miaolingian.

SuBSPecIeS
Solpugassa dentatidens lanzai Simonetta & Cave, 

1968 (see list n. 65: p. 162)
Currently valid. Arachnida Solifugae Solpugidae (see 

Harvey, 2013). Somalia.
Blossiola nigripalpis agriope Delle Cave & Simonet-

ta, 1971 (see list n. 71: p. 39)
Currently valid as Blossia nigripalpis agriope (Del-

le Cave and Simonetta, 1971) (see Harvey, 2002; 2013). 
Somalia.

Biton lividus aristonemes Delle Cave & Simonetta, 
1971 (see list n. 71: p. 53)

Currently valid. Arachnida Solifugae Daesiidae (see 
Harvey, 2013). Eritrea.

Gluviopsis rufescens pygmaea Delle Cave & Simonet-
ta, 1971 (see list n. 71: p. 63)

Currently valid. Arachnida Solifugae Daesiidae (see 
Harvey, 2013). Gibuti.

taxa dedIcAted tO AlBeRtO SIMOnettA
Simonettania Berio, 1985: 27, junior synonym of Ae-

dia Hübner, 1823 (Lepidoptera Erebidae) (see Hacker, 
2016)

Berio E. (con note introduttive a cura di Simonetta A. 
M.), 1985 – I Nottuidi raccolti in Somalia dal Prof. Simo-
netta nel 1978-79 con descrizione di nuovi taxa. Contri-
buti faunistici ed ecologici, Università di Camerino, 1: 
5-39 + 1 pl. + 10 figs.

Amefrontia simonettai Berio, 1985: 12 (Lepidoptera 
Noctuidae)

Berio E. (con note introduttive a cura di Simonetta A. 
M.), 1985 – I Nottuidi raccolti in Somalia dal Prof. Simo-
netta nel 1978-79 con descrizione di nuovi taxa. Contri-
buti faunistici ed ecologici, Università di Camerino, 1: 
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5-39 + 1 pl. + 10 figs.
Bolboceratops simonettai Carpaneto, Mignani & Piat-

tella, 1993: 340 (Coleoptera Geotrupidae)
Carpaneto G. M., Mignani R. & Piattella E., 1993 – A 

revision of the Afro-Indian genus Bolboceratops (Cole-
optera, Scarabaeoidea, Geotrupidae). Journal of African 
Zoology, 107 (4): 329-353.

Copris simonettai Cambefort, 1992: 179 (Coleoptera 
Scarabaeidae)

Cambefort y., 1992 – Révision des espèces afrotropi-
cales du genre Copris. X. Espèces nouvelles ou peu con-
nues (Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae). Revue française d’Ento-
mologie (N.S.), 14 (4): 179-183.

Heteroclitopus simonettai Branco, 1992: 137 (Coleop-
tera Scarabaeidae)

Branco T., 1992 – Essai de révision des genres du 
«groupe» Stiptopodius: Les genres Pinacotarsus Harold, 
Heteroclitopus Péringuey, Dorbignyolus Branco, Eusa-
proecius Branco, Stiptocnemis Branco, Falcidius nov., 
Krikkenius nov. et Pinacopodius nov. (Coleoptera Scara-
baeidae). Memorie della Società entomologica italiana, 
70 (1991) (2): 103-162.

Iranella simonettai La Greca, 2004: 508 (Orthoptera 
Dericorythidae)

La Greca M., 2004 – Two new species of Acridomor-
pha from Afghanistan with description of a new genus 
(Orthoptera). Memorie della Società Entomologica Ita-
liana, 82 (2): 503-510.

Mochlus simonettai (Lanza, 1979), described as Lygo-
soma simonettai Lanza, 1979: 25 (Squamata Scincidae) 
(see Uetz et al., 2021)

Lanza B., 1979 – Lygosoma simonettai, a new black-
headed skink from Somalia (Reptilia Scincidae). Monito-
re Zoologico Italiano. Nuova Serie. Supplemento, 12 (4): 
25-32.

Neodanuria simonettai La Greca & Lombardo, 1986: 
57 (Mantodea Mantidae)

La Greca M. & Lombardo F., 1986 – Una nuova specie 
di Neodanuria (N.N. per Paradanuria, La Greca 1954) del-
la Somalia (Insecta Mantodea). Animalia, 13 (1-3): 57-64.

Pristurus simonettai (Lanza & Romoli Sassi, 1968), 
described as Geisopristurus simonettai Lanza & Sassi, 
1968: 18 (Squamata Sphaerodactylidae) (see Uetz et al., 
2021)

Lanza B. & Romoli Sassi A., 1968 – On a new genus 
and species of gekkonid lizard from Somalia. Monitore Zo-
ologico Italiano. Nuova Serie. Supplemento, 2 (1): 17-26.

Sauracris simonettae Ritchie, 1988: 157 (Orthoptera 
Acrididae)

Ritchie J. M., 1988 – New and little-known Acridoidea 
(Insecta Orthoptera) from Somalia. The genus Sauracris 
Burr 1900. Tropical Zoology, 1: 153-167.
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nOte
1 Simonetta, while appreciating the book’s remarkable 

effort to popularize this fossil fauna to a general audience, 
was rather critical of Gould’s text, pointing out above all 
that his failure to adequately research the original publica-
tions and to relate to many of the people who wrote about 
Burgess Shale (relying basically on Whittington’s words) 
had led him to various technical and historical errors.

2 Regarding contributions n° 21 and 22, despite the vo-
lume in which they are published shows 1957 as the year 
of printing, it is clear that it was actually printed in 1958 
since at the end of the last contribution of the volume the 
date February 4, 1958 is reported as that of the last pro-
ofs.

3 See the text for the reasons why this contribution 
should not be included in Simonetta’s bibliography.

4 Although reporting 1978 as the year of printing, it is 
clear that the volume was actually printed the following 
year since it contains 9 contributions reporting 11 January 
1979 or 9 February 1979 as the date of the last proofs.

5 Although the volume reports 1981 as year of prin-
ting, it is clear that it was actually printed the following 
year since it contains 20 papers reporting 1982 as date of 
the last proofs.
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