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Extinct or not extinct: the case of the Chalcides ocellatus (Squamata: 
Scincidae) population from the Park of the ex Bourbonic Royal Palace of 
Portici (Naples, Italy)

Nicola Maio1*, Donato Mancini2, Marcello Mezzasalma1, Gaetano Odierna1, 
Agnese Petraccioli1, Francesco Nugnes3, Orfeo Lucio Antonio Picariello1, 
Fabio Maria Guarino1

Abstract - Here we communicate the finding of an adult of Ocel-
lated Skink, Chalcides ocellatus in the ex Royal Park of Portici, near 
Naples, Italy. This finding is of particular interest because this spe-
cies has been no longer reported in Portici for about twenty years, the 
only site so far documented in mainland Italy, where it was introduced 
from the mid-eighteenth century probably with animals from Sicily.

Key words: Chalcides ocellatus, Reptilia, Portici (Napoli), accli-
mated species, extinction.

Riassunto - Nella presente nota comunichiamo la segnalazione 
di un adulto di gongilo, Chalcides ocellatus all’interno dell’ex Bosco 
Reale di Portici, in provincia di Napoli, Italia. Tale segnalazione rive-
ste un particolare interesse in quanto da circa un ventennio tale specie 
non veniva più segnalata a Portici, unico sito dell’Italia peninsulare 
finora documentato, dove probabilmente vi fu introdotta nella metà 
del XVIII secolo con esemplari supposti provenienti dalla Sicilia.

Parole chiave: Chalcides ocellatus, Reptilia, Portici (Napoli), 
specie acclimatate, estinzione.

The Ocellated Skink, Chalcides ocellatus (Forsskål, 
1775) is a polytypic species widespread in North Africa 
and Northeast Asia, West Asia and in some Mediterrane-
an areas of Europe. In Italy it occurs in Sardinia, Sicily, 
their surrounding islands, and Portici, a little town near 
Naples. The latter is the only documented site so far rela-
ting to mainland Italy (Caputo et al., 2011, Guarino et al., 
2012; Guarino & Maio, 2013) and represents one of the 
best known cases of acclimatization of a reptile species 
in Italy.

First Francesco Saverio Monticelli, Professor of Zo-
ology and Director of the Zoological Museum of the 
University of Naples, reported the presence of Ocella-
ted Skink in the lower part of the Royal Park of Portici 
(Monticelli, 1902). He hypothesized that this species was 
occasionally transported here along with the clods of ci-
trus trees coming from Sicily, about from 1736, during 
the building of the garden of the new Royal Palace (Maz-
zoleni & Mazzoleni, 1990). Based on information provi-
ded by an old park’s keeper, afterwards Monticelli (1914) 
reported that some individuals, called Palermo or Sicily 
lizards, were deliberately introduced in the wood perhaps 
with terraristic purposes since the park also included a 
menagerie with many exotic animals.

Anyway, the first documented record of Ocellated 
Skink for the Campania Region and for mainland Italy is 
represented by a stuffed specimen stored in the Zoologi-
cal Museum of the University of Naples collected under 
the direction of Achille Costa. This specimen was caught 
by Nicola Tiberi in 1863, from the lower side of the Royal 
Park of Portici (formerly named Wood of Mascabruno, 
today an Urban Park) (Maio et al., 2001a). From this da-
te onwards, this specimen was the subject of interest of 
many zoologists and a large number of Ocellated Skink 
were collected and donated to various Italian zoological 
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museums (Monticelli, 1902). Even today, in fact, several 
Italian museums possess specimens from Portici; in addi-
tion to those in the Naples Museum, other specimens are 
stored in the Museum of Entomology “Filippo Silvestri” 
dating back to Antonio Berlese, Professor of the Royal Hi-
gher School of Agriculture at Portici (Scaramella, 1985). 
Other specimens are located in the Regional Museum of 
Natural Science of Turin, some of which were donated 
by Mario Giacinto Peracca in 1868 (Tortonese, 1942; El-
ter, 1981), and in the La Specola Zoological Museum of 
Florence (some dating to 1891, donated by Monticelli and 
Peracca) (P. Agnelli, pers. com.; Monticelli, 1914).

The discovery in the late nineteenth century of some 
juveniles and pregnant females which gave birth in capti-
vity, as noted by the same Monticelli (1914) confirms that 
the species was well acclimatized in the ex Royal Garden 
of Portici, colonizing its upper side (now named Gussone 
Park). Nevertheless, in the second half of the twentieth 
century the Portici population of Ocellated Skink has un-
dergone a drastic decline due to unknown causes. Con-
sequently, the presence of this species at Portici has been 
repeatedly questioned in the last three decades. Moschet-
ti & Walters (1992) reported that the Ocellated Skink was 
never observed in the course of faunal surveys from 1987 
to 1991. Also Lanza & Corti (1993) reported that this rep-
tile was not found in Portici in recent years. In contrast, 
during the last decade of the last century this species was 
observed twice in the Gussone Park. An adult individual 
was found dead in July 1993 and, in August of the fol-
lowing year, a second adult male was found in the same 
site (Caputo et al., 1997). Afterwards, extensive field re-

searches conducted by us in the 1998-2008, during the 
period of maximum activity of the species, gave negative 
results (Maio et al., 2000, 2001b; Picariello et al., 2004; 
Mezzasalma et al., 2008).

Here we report a new finding of an adult Ocellated 
Skink occurred in the Gussone Park on October 23th, 
2014. The specimen was 114 mm snout-vent long; its tail, 
released by autotomy at the time of capture, measured 
about 61 mm (Fig. 1). The color pattern, characterized 
by light dorso-lateral bands running from the head to the 
tail root, suggests that this individual can be ascribed to 
the subspecies C. ocellatus tiligugu (Gmelin, 1789), wi-
despread from Morocco to Tunisia, in Sardinia, Sicilia 
and Maltese archipelago). Soon after the morphometric 
analysis, the individual was released in the capture site 
(Fig. 2) and the autotomized tail was fixed and stored in 
absolute ethanol for molecular analyses.

The hiccup findings of Ocellated Skink in the ex Ro-
yal Park of Portici in the course of the last three decades 
suggest that caution should be exercised in considering 
really extinct this species in this site. Probably the local 
population consists of a very small number of indivi-
duals and it is very localized to escape to the most of 
surveys.

On the other hand we cannot exclude that the last 
specimen has been, deliberately or accidentally, relea-
sed in the sampling site. In fact, it is well known that this 
reptile is particularly sought by terrarium lovers, also 
because it is easy to keep and breed in captivity (Daut & 
Andrerws, 1993; Mudde & Bakker-Kaagman, 1995; Li 
Vigni, 2014). Moreover, there are reports of individuals, 

Fig. 1 - Adult specimen of Chalcides ocellatus recently found at Portici (Naples).
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likely escaped from captivity, in some regions of Italy 
(for example Puglia and Calabria). These are personal 
communications by local naturalists that obviously need 
to be confirmed. To conclude, further surveys are nee-
ded to better evaluate the size of the extant population 
of Chalcides ocellatus in Portici. In addition, molecular 
analysis, already in progress, on the last found indivi-
dual as well on various specimens previously collected 
in Portici, could provide useful information on the geo-
graphic origin and the phylogenetic position of the Por-
tici’s population.
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Abstract - Petrochirus fabroensis Pasini, Garassino & De Angeli 
in Baldanza et al. (2014) (Diogenidae Ortmann, 1892) and Ranina sp. 
(Raninidae De Haan, 1839) from the Pliocene of Masserano (Biella, 
Piedmont, NW Italy) are reported. Petrochirus fabroensis, previously 
described from the Pleistocene of Umbria, is here reported for the 
first time from the Pliocene of the paleo-Adriatic gulf, enlarging the 
distribution and the stratigraphic range of this species. The presence 
of Ranina sp. is documented for the first time from the Pliocene of the 
northern paleo-Mediterranean basin, bridging the presumed age gap 
between the fossil Cenozoic species and the extant and fossil Ranina 
ranina (Linnaeus, 1758).

Key words: Decapoda, Diogenidae, Raninidae, Pliocene, Pied-
mont, Italy.

Riassunto - Petrochirus fabroensis Pasini, Garassino & De 
Angeli, 2014 (Anomura Diogenidae) e Ranina sp. (Brachyura, Rani-
nidae) del Pliocene di Masserano (Piemonte, Italia nordoccidentale).

Vengono segnalati Petrochirus fabroensis Pasini, Garassino & 
De Angeli in Baldanza et al. (2014) (Diogenidae Ortmann, 1894) e 
Ranina sp. (Raninidae De Haan, 1839) del  Pliocene di Masserano 
(Biella, Piemonte, Italia nordoccidentale). Petrochirus fabroensis 
recentemente descritto nel Pleistocene dell’Umbria, è segnalato per 
la prima volta nel Pliocene del golfo paleo-Adriatico, ampliando la 
conoscenza paleogeografica e stratigrafica di questa specie. Inoltre la 
presenza di Ranina sp. è documentata per la prima volta nel Pliocene 
del bacino settentrionale del  paleo-Mediterraneo, coprendo così il 
presunto gap stratigrafico fra le specie fossili cenozoiche e la forma 
fossile e vivente Ranina ranina (Linnaeus, 1758).

Parole chiave: Decapoda, Diogenidae, Raninidae, Pliocene, Pie-
monte, Italia.

INTRODUCTION
The decapod crustaceans from the Cenozoic of Pied-

mont have been studied by several authors (Sismonda, 
1839, 1846, 1861; Ristori, 1886, 1889; Crema, 1895; Al-
lasinaz, 1987; Marangon & De Angeli, 1997; De Angeli 
& Marangon, 2001, 2003; Larghi, 2003). Recently, knowl-
edge of the Pliocene brachyuran and anomuran fauna from 
Piedmont was increased by Garassino et al. (2004), Pasini 
& Garassino (2009; 2013), and Garassino & Pasini (2013). 
The studied specimens were collected from fossiliferous 
arenaceous levels from the outcrop of Masserano (Biella, 
Piedmont, NW Italy) along a natural exposure (E. Lavè pers. 
comm., 2014) where more or less compact grey siltstone-
micaceous sandstones with a rich Pliocene mollusc fauna, 
crops out (Garassino et al., 2004). The previous records 
from this locality include Pagurus sp. (Paguridae Latreille, 
1802), Calappa granulata (Linnaeus, 1758) (Calappidae 
H. Milne Edwards, 1837), Ilia pliocenica Ristori, 1891 
(= Ristoria pliocenica Ristori, 1891) (Leucosidae Samouelle, 
1819), Eriphia sp. (Xanthidae MacLeay, 1838), and Maja 
squinado (Herbst, 1788) (Majidae Samouelle, 1819) (Gar-
assino et al., 2004; Pasini & Garassino, 2009). The stud-
ied specimens were assigned respectively to Petrochirus 
fabroensis Pasini, Garassino & De Angeli in Baldanza et 
al. (2014) (Diogenidae Ortmann, 1892), and to Ranina sp. 
(Ranininae De Haan, 1839). The latter represents the first 
record for the genus in the worldwide Pliocene.

Abbreviations: h: height of palm; ld: length of dactylus; 
lt: length of propodus (including index); li: length of 
index; MSNM: Museo di Storia Naturale di Milano.

SySTEMATIC PALAEONTOLOGy

Infraorder Anomura MacLeay, 1838
Superfamily Paguroidea Latreille, 1802
Family Diogenidae Ortmann, 1892
Genus Petrochirus Stimpson, 1858

Type species: Pagurus granulatus Olivier, 1811 
[= Cancer bahamensis Herbst, 1796 (for 1791 in Herbst, 
1782-1804)], by original designation.

NATURAL HISTORY SCIENCES. ATTI SOC. IT. SCI. NAT. MUSEO CIV. STOR. NAT. MILANO, 2 (1): 43-54, 2015
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Fossil species: See Schweitzer et al. (2010), Beschin 
et al. (2012) and Baldanza et al. (2014).

Petrochirus fabroensis Pasini, Garassino & De Angeli in 
Baldanza et al. (2014)
Fig. 1

Material and measurements: One well-preserved 
nearly complete right chela three-dimensionally pre-
served (MSNM i28044 - h: 15 mm; ld: 12 mm; lt: 24 mm; 
li: 13 mm).

Description: Strong subsquare chela, nearly straight 
upper margin, gently convex lower margin; palm slightly 
longer than high; inner and outer surfaces of the palm 
with strong ornamentation of spiny tubercles near upper 
margin and rounded smaller tubercles medially and near 
lower margin; inner surface of palm slightly depressed 
near lower margin; strong subtriangular dactylus, slightly 
shorter than index, both fingers ornamented with rounded 
nodes; occlusal margin of index and dactylus with large 
flat molariform teeth decreasing in size distally.

Discussion: The characters of the studied specimen 
fit with those of the holotype of Petrochirus fabroensis, 
recently described from the early Pleistocene of St. Laz-
zaro, Fabro Scalo (Terni, Umbria, central Italy) (Pasini, 
Garassino & De Angeli in Baldanza et al., 2014: 272). 
This is the first record of the species from the paleo-Adri-
atic gulf, and from the Pliocene, enlarging the distribu-
tion and stratigraphic range of the species in the Mediter-
ranean area during the Cenozoic.

Infraorder Brachyura Latreille, 1802
Section Raninoida Ahyong, Lai, Sharkey, Colgan & Ng, 2007
Superfamily Raninoidea De Haan, 1839
Family Raninidae De Haan, 1839
Subfamily Ranininae De Haan, 1839
Genus Ranina Lamarck, 1801

Type species: Cancer raninus Linnaeus, 1758, subse-
quent designation by Latreille (1810).

Fossil species: See Schweitzer et al. (2010) and Kara-
sawa et al. (2014).

Ranina sp.
Fig. 2

Material: One incomplete carapace (MSNM i28045).
Description: Incomplete carapace preserving only 

part of the anterolateral region. Carapace convex, with 
isolated spiny tubercles having definite rounded pits at 
the base and pointed forward, more coarse anteriorly and 
more broadly spared posteriorly; frontal-most and lateral 
tubercles pointed, smaller, and shorter, arranged along 
sinuous, gently convex forwardly smooth, subparallel 
rims.

Fig. 1 - Petrochirus fabroensis Pasini, Garassino & De Angeli in Bald-
anza et al. (2014), MSNM i28044. A) right cheliped in outer view. B) 
right cheliped in inner view. (x 3).

Fig. 2 - Ranina sp., MSNM i28045. A) Carapace in dorsal view. (x 3.2). 
B) Close-up view of the dorsal ornamentation.

A

B

A

B
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Discussion: Even though incomplete the studied speci-
men shows the diagnostic dorsal ornamentation of the 
carapace of the fossil and extant representatives of Ranina, 
having more or less spiny and uniformly arranged spines 
or tubercles. Based upon these characters the studied spec-
imen is confidently ascribed to Ranina sp. Notably, the 
dorsal characters of the studied specimen, having isolated 
spiny tubercles with definite rounded pits at the base (Fig. 
2B), differs from the ornamentation of all the others Medi-
terranean, Atlantic, and Indo-Pacific fossil and extant spe-
cies referred to the genus and reported to date (Karasawa 
et al., 2014). Unfortunately, the poor preservation of the 
specimen, lacking the rostrum and the anterolateral spines, 
does not allow specific assignment. Regardless, this report 
is very important because it is the first record of Ranina in 
the Pliocene, bridging the presumed age gap between the 
fossil species and the extant and fossil Ranina ranina (Lin-
naeus, 1758). Sismonda (1846) described R. palmea from 
the Miocene of Turin hills (Piedmont), but unfortunately 
the holotype and additional material are lost (Baldanza et 
al., 2014: 276). The studied specimen represents the first 
record of Ranina from the Pliocene of eastern paleo-Adri-
atic Gulf, enlarging knowledge of the distributional area 
and stratigraphic range for the genus.
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Abstract - We report Ranina sp. (Raninidae De Haan, 1839) from 
the Pliocene of “Serre di Rapolano”, Castelnuovo Berardenga (Siena, 
Tuscany, central Italy). The presence of Ranina sp. is documented for 
the first time from the Pliocene of Tuscany basin, and it is only the 
second record in the paleo-Mediterranean basin, increasing knowledge 
about the presence and distribution of this genus during the Pliocene. 

Key words: Decapoda, Raninidae, Pliocene, Tuscany, Italy.

Riassunto - Ranina sp. (Brachyura, Raninidae) delle sabbie Plioce-
niche di “Serre di Rapolano” (Siena, Toscana, Italia centrale).

Si segnala Ranina sp. (Raninidae De Haan, 1839) del Pliocene di 
“Serre di Rapolano”, Castelnuovo Berardenga (Siena, Toscana, Italia 
centrale). La presenza di Ranina sp. è documentata per la prima volta 
nel Pliocene del bacino toscano, e si tratta della seconda segnalazione 
nel bacino paleo-Mediterraneo, ampliando le scarse conoscenze sulla 
distribuzione paleogeografica di questo genere durante il Pliocene.

Parole chiave: Decapoda, Raninidae, Pliocene, Toscana, Italia.

INTRODUCTION
The studied specimen was collected along a steep 

slope on in  “Serre di Rapolano” area, northern of Rapo-
lano (Siena, Tuscany) [IGM, Carta Topografica d’Italia, 
1994 (F.n. 297, Sezione 1, Castelnuovo Berardenga)], 
within highly fossiliferous early Pliocene yellow sands 
deposited in a very shallow marine environment associ-
ated with an assemblage composed mainly by bivalve 
mollusks (M. Crespi & A. Petri, pers. comm., 2014), in-
dicating infralittoral-sublittoral environment (Forli et al., 
2003). According to Forli et al. (2003: 152), subtropical-
tropical conditions are clearly suggested by the occur-

rence of warm-water stenothermal taxa such as Strombus 
coronatus Defrance, 1827, among others. The studied 
specimen, the first record of a decapod crustacean from 
“Serre di Rapolano”, was assigned to Ranina sp. (Ranini-
nae De Haan, 1839). Recently, Pasini & Garassino (2015) 
reported the presence of Ranina sp. from the Pliocene s.l. 
of Piedmont (northern Italy), representing the first record 
in the paleo-Mediterranean area. Therefore the report of 
Ranina Lamarck, 1801, from the Pliocene of Tuscany in-
creases the knowledge of the presence and distribution of 
this genus during the Pliocene. The crushed, incomplete 
carapace is preserved in a small block of yellow sand with 
fragments of mollusk shells. The specimen has been fixed 
by a polyacrylic glue solution for preparation and study 
because of the fragile nature of the fossil and the loose 
rock.

The studied specimen is housed in the palaeontologi-
cal collections of the Museo di Storia Naturale di Milano 
(MSNM).

SySTEMATIC PALAEONTOLOGy

Infraorder Brachyura Latreille, 1802
Section Raninoida Ahyong, Lai, Sharkey, Colgan & Ng, 2007
Superfamily Raninoidea De Haan, 1839
Family Raninidae De Haan, 1839
Subfamily Ranininae De Haan, 1839
Genus Ranina Lamarck, 1801

Type species: Cancer raninus Linnaeus, 1758, subse-
quent designation by Latreille (1810).

Fossil species: See Schweitzer et al. (2010) and Kara-
sawa et al. (2014).

Ranina sp.
Figs. 1A, 2

Material: one incomplete carapace crushed and par-
tially displaced (MSNM i28047: about 60 mm long).

Description: Incomplete carapace preserving only 
part of the shield and the two left anterolateral spines; 
carapace convex, with isolated forward-directed spiny 
tubercles, sparse dorsally alternating with smaller ones 
(notably on the anterolateral margin); margin of carapace 
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and both anterolateral spines with a rim of small pointed 
spines; first anterolateral spine broken and slightly dis-
placed but bifid, whereas the second one is trifid.

Discussion. Even though incomplete, the studied 
specimen shows the diagnostic dorsal ornamentation of 
the carapace of the fossil and extant representatives of 
Ranina, having more or less spiny and uniformly arranged 
spines or tubercles. Based upon these characters, the stud-
ied specimen is confidently ascribed to Ranina sp. The 
dorsal characters of the studied specimen were compared 
with the ornamentation of two species assigned to the 
genus and reported to date, according to Karasawa et al. 
(2014): P. propinqua Ristori, 1891, from the Pleistocene 

of the Mediterranean basin (Fig. 1B,C) and the fossil and 
extant R. ranina (Linnaeus, 1758) from the Pleistocene 
of Japan and actually widespread in the Indo-Pacific ar-
ea (Fig. 1D). The comparison has indicated some mor-
phological affinities between the studied specimen and 
R. propinqua, especially in having the first anterolateral 
spine bifid (Pasini, Garassino & De Angeli in Baldanza et 
al., 2014: 214; De Angeli, Garassino & Pasini in Famiani 
et al., 2015). Moreover, the studied specimen differs no-
tably in ornamentation and arrangement of the carapace 
spines from the other incomplete sole Pliocene specimen 
recently reported from Piedmont by Pasini & Garassino 
(2015).

Fig. 1 - Comparison among the anterolateral spines of: A) Ranina sp. (MSNM i28047), “Serre di Rapolano” (Siena). B) Ranina pro-
pinqua Ristori, 1891 (MSNM i28012), Orzalune-Cottano (Orvieto). C) Ranina propinqua Ristori, 1891 (MUSNAF 7075), Fabro Scalo 
(Terni). D) Ranina ranina (Linnaeus, 1758), Indo-Pacific area.
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Unfortunately, the poor preservation of the speci-
men, lacking most of the carapace, the frontal region, 
and rostrum, does not allow a specific attribution. 
Regardless, this new report is very important because 
it is the second record of the presence of Ranina from 
the Pliocene of the Mediterranean basin, bridging 
the presumed age gap between the fossil species and 
the extant and fossil R. ranina. Finally, a habitat of 
warm shallow waters environment is here confirmed 
for this genus, as previously suggested also for R. 
propinqua from the early to late Pleistocene of Italy 
(Baldanza et al., 2014; Garassino et al., 2014; Famiani 
et al., 2015).
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Abstract - Specimens of Lynx Lynx lynx (Linnaeus, 1758) from 
Eastern Alps of 19th Century in Italian museums.

Twenty-seven individuals of Lynx in Italian museums belong to 
extinct Alpine population; only three are from the eastern Alps. So far 
only one was provided with the date and place of capture (Auronzo di 
Cadore 1837); bibliographic surveys also allow for the other two indi-
viduals to state, in one case, and assume, in the other, an area of origin 
and a year before that was the capture (Cadore 1857; Carnia 1891).

Key words: Lynx, historical data, Veneto.

Riassunto - Ventisette individui di lince in musei italiani appar-
tengono all’estinta popolazione alpina; di questi solo tre provengono 
dalle Alpi Orientali e, sino ad ora, uno soltanto era dotato di data e 
luogo di cattura (Auronzo di Cadore 1837); ricognizioni bibliografiche 
consentono anche per gli altri due individui di indicare, in un caso, e 
ipotizzare, nell’altro, un territorio di provenienza ed un anno prima del 
quale avvenne la cattura (Cadore 1857; Carnia 1891).

Parole chiave: Lince, dati storici, Veneto.

Le parti osteologiche e le spoglie naturalizzate del-
le linci catturate nell’arco alpino italiano tra i primi anni 
dell’Ottocento e i primi del Novecento, conservate nelle 
collezioni italiane pubbliche, appartengono ai 27 individui 
indicati da Boitani et al. (2003) e a quello segnalato da 
Oriani (1994); di questi, 23 giungono dalle Alpi Occiden-
tali, piemontesi e valdostane (AO, CN, NO, TO) e dalla Li-
guria occidentale (Boitani et al., 2003); il cranio di uno di 
questi, attribuito ad un individuo proveniente dal Cuneese, 
conservato nelle collezioni del Museo di Storia Naturale 
di Venezia (n. inv. 5041) (Boitani et al., 2003), in realtà 
apparterrebbe a Felis chaus Gueldenstaedt, 1776 (Ragni 
in Bon, 1996), nonostante nel registro originale della col-
lezione veneziana e nel cartellino il cranio in esame venga 
assegnato a Felis lynx femmina catturata a Cuneo (Trois, 
1900; Bon, 1996). Dalle Alpi Centrali provengono due in-

dividui: uno preso ad Albosaggia (SO) intorno al 1830 e 
conservato nel Museo Zoologico dell’Università di Pavia 
(Mingozzi et al. 1988 cfr. Boitani et al., 2003); l’altro, non 
incluso nell’elenco di Boitani et al. (2003), in deposito al 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Milano, fu abbattuto a 
Vezza d’Oglio (BS) nel maggio 1845 (Oriani, 1994). Come 
questi anche gli esemplari finora individuati in collezioni 
museali del Veneto appartengono al fenotipo “concolore” 
(Ragni et al. 1993), diverso da quello marcatamente ma-
culato o striato esibito dagli individui della popolazione 
carpatica che, a partire dai primi anni Settanta del Nove-
cento, vennero rilasciati nell’arco alpino (Ragni & Possen-
ti, 1991); aggiornati studi sul DNA mitocondriale, rilevato 
negli individui musealizzati appartenenti all’estinta popo-
lazione alpina, ne ipotizzano la comune origine con le linci 
appartenenti alle popolazioni nordiche europee, in rifugi 
postglaciali meridionali diversi da quello carpatico (Gu-
golz et al., 2008). Le linci custodite nelle strutture museali 
di Padova e Belluno furono studiate da Dal Piaz (1929), 
mentre Marcuzzi (1956) ne ricordava l’esistenza sia nella 
collezione bellunese appartenuta ad Angelo Doglioni sia 
nel Museo di Belluno. Dei tre individui attribuiti alle Al-
pi Orientali (Boitani et al., 2003) uno soltanto è dotato di 
località e data di cattura (Catullo, 1838 cfr. Bon, 1996); 
recenti ricognizioni bibliografiche consentono anche per 
gli altri due individui di indicare, in un caso, e ipotizzare, 
nell’altro, un territorio di provenienza ed un anno prima 
del quale avvenne la cattura.

L’unico esemplare preso nelle Alpi Orientali italiane, 
di cui era disponibile una località e una data di cattura 
certa, è quello ora depositato nel Museo di Storia Naturale 
di Venezia (inv. 12201: Bon, 1996), citato nel catalogo 
della raccolta di Angelo Doglioni (Fulcis, 1871); questo 
individuo corrisponde alla lince gravida uccisa nel bosco 
di Auronzo di Cadore (BL) nell’aprile 1837 segnalata da 
Catullo (1838), cfr. Ragni et al. (1987). L’esemplare, pri-
ma del trasferimento a Venezia assieme a tutta la collezio-
ne Doglioni, venne custodito nella Scuola Elementare di 
Nogarè, Belluno ma prima nel Liceo Classico di Belluno 
e prima ancora nel Museo Civico cittadino (Dalla Vestra 
in Ragni, 1981); secondo Fossa (1988), che fornisce dei 
dati biometrici parzialmente diversi da quelli offerti da 
Ragni (1981), questo stesso esemplare sarebbe stato inve-
ce depositato nel seminterrato della Scuola Elementare di 
Badilet, Belluno.
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Il secondo esemplare, conservato nel Museo Zoolo-
gico dell’Università di Padova, dubitativamente asse-
gnato al Bellunese (Ragni et al., 1987; Boitani et al., 
2003) era registrato in un “vecchio catalogo” come ab-
battuto proprio nei dintorni di Belluno (Dal Piaz, 1929). 
Verosimilmente questo individuo corrisponde a quello 
preso nelle “Alpi Cadorine” (Anonimo, 1857) - opera 
che Alippi Cappelletti (1979) e Piccoli (1996) attribui-
scono a Giovanni Battista Ronconi - presente nel museo 
universitario di metà Ottocento, poi conservato presso 
il Dipartimento di Biologia Animale dell’Università di 
Padova (Ragni et al., 1987) ed attualmente esposto nel 
nuovo allestimento del museo zoologico universitario 
patavino.

Il terzo esemplare, appartenente all’ex collezione 
dell’Istituto Veneto di Scienze Lettere e Arti poi acqui-
sito dal Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Venezia (inv. 
1129: Bon, 1996; cfr. Ragni et al., 1987), era ritenuto, 
per consuetudine, di provenienza dolomitica (cfr. Rallo 
in Boitani et al., 2003), ma senza dati probanti (Giorda-
ni Soika in Toschi 1968; cfr. Schauenberg, 1969; Bon, 
1996). Considerando il numero davvero esiguo delle linci 
catturate nel Veneto del XIX sec., quest’ultimo individuo 
potrebbe corrispondere in ipotesi – mancando le evidenze 
di un tralosco – a quello un tempo conservato nel Museo 
Civico di Belluno; la lince esaminata da Dal Piaz (1929) 
nel museo bellunese indicata come proveniente dai din-
torni di Belluno - che Ragni et al. (1987) erano invece 
propensi ad identificare con quella della collezione Do-
glioni non citata da Dal Piaz, forse perché all’epoca tra-
sferita altrove - sembra coincidere con quella che Oster-
mann (1891) segnalava come abbattuta alle pendici del 
Monte Peralba (BL) e conservata nel medesimo museo: 
significativamente entrambe questi autori concordavano 
nell’annotare le grandi dimensioni dell’esemplare; questa 
lince, come noto, non è più rinvenibile nel Museo Civico 
di Belluno. 
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