
1Wintering range of Western yelloW Wagtail Motacilla flava in africa and europe in a historical perspective

SUPPORTING INFORMATION / APPENDICE
Wintering range of western yellow wagtail Motacilla flava in africa and europe in a historical perspective: 
detailed results

FROM 1848 TO 1900

Southern Africa
in south africa, layard (1867) reported a western 

yellow wagtail captured in swellendam (Western cape 
province), and Malmgren (1869) reported a male from 
durban in 1868 (KwaZulu-natal province). another in-
dividual was observed in the same location around 1852 
and one near east london (eastern cape province) (la-
yard & sharpe, 1875-1884; shelley, 1900). in transvaal, 
the species was common (ayres, 1871), especially the 
subspecies flava of which at least six individuals were 
captured near potchefstroom (north West province) in 
the 1870s (nhM, 2017); a specimen belonging to the lu-
tea subspecies (ayres, 1873) and one to the subspecies 
feldegg (ayres, 1871; sharpe, 1871) was also reported. 
the latter, according to shelley (1900), was the only in-
dividual of Black-headed western yellow wagtail obser-
ved south of the equator until 1900. two other specimens 
(male and female) attributed to lutea were caught on 3rd 
January 1877 near potchefstroom (north West province) 
(ayres, 1878) and another specimen (lutea) was collec-
ted in the same locality on 30th november 1879 (nhM, 
2017). ayres (1884) reported the last observation date for 
the subspecies flava in transvall on 17th april 1882, after 
a boreal winter during which the species was particularly 
abundant. according to stark (1900), the latter subspecies 
also reached the KwaZulu-natal province. the subspe-
cies thunbergi was observed once or twice in transvaal 
(shelley, 1900; stark, 1900), and in particular, a specimen 
was collected at potchefstroom on 3rd January 1877 along 
with an individual attributed to flavissima, but probably 
more attributable to lutea (shelley, 1900; nhM, 2017).

in namibia, the western yellow wagtail was very scar-
ce, however some individuals of the subspecies flava and 
thunbergi were captured between 8th and 13th March 1865 
in otjimbingwe (erongo region) (andersson & gurney, 
1872; shelley, 1900; nhM, 2017).

Eastern Africa
in Zimbabwe, a male of the subspecies flava was col-

lected on 26th february 1899 in harare (nhM, 2017). the 
western yellow wagtail was reported by Marshall (1900) 
with particular reference to the lutea subspecies. con-
sidering it somewhat erratic in its appearance, Marshall 
(1900) stated:

«... it is more often to be seen in the town than the 
other species, feeding round the puddles in the streets, ge-
nerally in pairs.».

in Mozambique, the species was reported in the tete 
area in the winter of 1858 (livingstone & livingstone, 
1865). some individuals collected by livingstone were 
attributed to lutea (layard & sharpe, 1875-1884; shelley, 
1900; nhM, 2017), and reichenow (1889; 1893) referred 
to this same subspecies for individuals observed in Qui-

limane (Zambezia) in 1889. in Zumbo (tete province), 
considerable numbers of immature birds appeared on 10th 
december 1898 (alexander, 1899).

in Malawi, the lutea subspecies was reported by Zom-
ba and Mount Malosa in the shire highlands (southern 
region) (shelley, 1900; trombone, 2013). a cinereoca-
pilla (probably here to be interpreted as thunbergi) was 
also reported in the area surveyed by Zomba (shelley, 
1900; 1901).

in Zambia, shelley (1900) reported individuals in li-
kulwe in november and in Katapana in March.

in tanzania, the species was present in the area of 
lake Malawi (finsch & hartlaub, 1870) (flava, feldegg, 
and lutea), in small groups along the east coast of la-
ke tanganyika (Böhm, 1885; Matschie, 1887), in Kigo-
ma region (reichenow, 1894), along the indian ocean 
coast from the pwani region to tanga region (shelley, 
1881; 1900; fischer, 1884; 1885; reichenow, 1894), in 
the Kagera region (lutea) (finsch & von heuglin, 1869; 
reichenow, 1892; 1894; shelley, 1900), in the arusha 
and Mwanza regions (flava, feldegg, and lutea) (reiche-
now, 1894; shelley, 1900), and in the Kilimanjaro region 
(finsch & hartlaub, 1870). a specimen of the lutea sub-
species was collected in the Kilimanjaro region in Janua-
ry 1889 (orrell & hollowell, 2017).

in the seychelles, an individual attributed to lutea 
was collected on the aldabra islands on 20th december 
1892 (ridgway, 1895; Benson, 1967; orrell & hollowell, 
2017).

in Kenya, the western yellow wagtail was reported 
in Malindi (Kilifi County), Tana River County (Fischer, 
1879; 1885; shelley, 1900), Kajiado county, narok 
county (fischer, 1885; shelley, 1900), homa Bay county 
(reichenow, 1887a), Kiambu county (trombone, 2013), 
Machakos county (very common on 1st february 1897; 
hinde, 1898), and Baringo county (Jackson & sharpe, 
1899; Millen, 2017). for the latter county, Jackson & 
Sharpe (1899) specified that flava was very common, 
while they met only three lutea specimens during the 
years 1895-1898. the latter subspecies also belonged 
to a specimen captured on 12th January 1899 in ngong 
(Kajiado county) (hinde, 1900), one collected in no-
vember 1896 in campi ya simba (laikipia county), as 
well as another caught in escarpment (Kiambu county) 
in october 1900 (trombone, 2013). on the eastern bank 
of lake victoria (Berkeley Bay) on 31st January 1898 at 
least four individuals were observed that were attributed 
to the subspecies feldegg (Jackson & sharpe, 1899; grant 
& Marks, 2017).

in uganda, the western yellow wagtail was reported 
on ssese island (lake victoria) on 16th december 1890 
(reichenow, 1892; 1894; shelley, 1900), in Wakiso di-
strict (grant & Marks, 2017), the Busoga sub-region, and 
fort portal (Western region) (hartert, 1900; trombone, 
2013), in the West nile sub-region (shelley, 1900). the 
subspecies flava was explicitly cited for entebbe (Millen, 
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2017); lutea was present in the Western region (shel-
ley, 1900; trombone, 2013) and in Kampala (trombone, 
2013); feldegg was present along the northern shores of 
lake victoria (shelley, 1900).

the data from somalia refers mainly to the migrato-
ry periods: hartlaub (1861) reported the presence of the 
lutea subspecies along the coasts of somalia and in the 
danakil desert during the migration, while finsch & von 
heuglin (1869) detected the presence of flava, cinereoca-
pilla (?), feldegg and lutea in the northern somalia, and 
they found that arrivals already started in august. to the 
previous subspecies, phillips (1896) also added thunber-
gi. in the Berbera district, there were spring catches of 
the subspecies lutea, thunbergi, cinereocapilla, and pro-
bably, flava (elliot, 1897; grant & Marks, 2017; harvard 
university Museum & Morris, 2017). the strictly winter 
data showed an individual collected at Jifa Medir (Woqo-
oyi galbeed region) on 5th January 1898 (hawker, 1899; 
shelley, 1900) and another one of ssp. flava captured on 
29th January 1899 in Berbera (Woqooyi galbeed region) 
(harvard university Museum & Morris, 2017).

in ethiopia, the western yellow wagtail commonly 
wintered in abyssinia along the mountain streams and on 

the shores of lake tana (fig. 1) (andree, 1869; finsch & 
von heuglin, 1869). salvadori (1884) reported specimens 
belonging to the subspecies flava and lutea caught at ad-
dis ababa on 20th november 1879. in winter, the ssp. flava 
was certainly present in good numbers from the sea coast 
to the abyssinian plateau (ogilvie-grant & reid, 1901). 
along the shores of lake haramaya (oromia region), an 
individual of the ssp. lutea was caught on 30th december 
1898 (this subspecies was considered very widely-distri-
buted) and a feldegg on 1st Jenuary 1899 (ogilvie-grant, 
1900). on 27th december 1900, a female feldegg was col-
lected along the shores of lake abaya and a male of the 
same subspecies was also present (von erlanger, 1907; 
trombone, 2013). along the shores of the same lake on 
27th and 28th december 1990, there were also three indivi-
duals attributed to ssp. flava (1 adult and 2 juveniles) (von 
erlanger, 1907). during migrations in the north-east pro-
vinces in the south of abyssinia and along the shores of 
lake haramaya (oromia region), the subspecies feldegg 
was observed (von heuglin, 1856; finsch, 1870; shelley, 
1900; ogilvie-grant & reid, 1901), and in abyssinia, 
both flava and cinereocapilla (?) were observed (shelley, 
1900).

fig. 1 - Beginning of the Blue nile river by its outlet from lake tana, amhara region, ethiopia. / inizio del nilo Blu all’uscita del 
Lago Tana, Regione di Amara, Etiopia. (Photo / Foto: Ondřej Žváček, CC-BY- 2.5).
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in the southern south sudan, the western yellow wag-
tail was present during migrations (shelley, 1888), in 
particular the subspecies feldegg was identified (Shelley, 
1900).

in the north of eritrea, there were abundant migratory 
movements of feldegg both in april and august (finsch, 
1870), as well as in the debub region (sharpe, 1871) and 
in the anseba region (antinori & salvadori, 1873). in the 
northern red sea region on 12th March 1899, a specimen 
of the ssp. lutea was collected (trombone, 2013).

Middle Africa
in angola, the western yellow wagtail was observed in 

luanda (reichenow, 1877; Barbosa du Bocage, 1881).
in the republic of the congo, it was reported near the 

Boyoma falls (reichenow, 1887b) and yambuya (tsho-
po) (shelley, 1890; 1900).

in gabon, it was detected in the ogooué-Maritime pro-
vince (hartlaub, 1857; de compiègne, 1875; shelley, 1900).

the species was also known in cameroon (reichenow, 
1875; shelley, 1900). reichenow (1875) reported the pre-
sence of young individuals attributed to cinereocapilla in 
cameroon.

the subspecies flavissima had been reported in congo 
(shelley, 1890; 1900), gabon (hartlaub, 1861; Bouvier, 
1875; de compiègne, 1875), and cameroon (reichenow, 
1896; shelley, 1900).

Western Africa
in nigeria, the western yellow wagtail was reported 

for the Kwara state (forbes, 1883; shelley, 1883) with 
explicit reference to the subspecies flava, but also to a spe-
cimen probably attributable to flavissima captured on 27th 
october 1882. the subspecies flavissima was also present 
in the nasarawa state (hartert, 1886) and certainly winte-
red in the northern highlands (shelley, 1900).

in togo, the species was common (reichenow, 1897; 
1902; shelley, 1900) and abundant along the coast in gha-
na (gold coast) (Müller, 1855; hartlaub, 1857; shelley & 
Buckley, 1872; reichenow & lühder, 1873; reichenow, 
1875; 1891; shelley, 1900). for the latter nation, almost 
all the authors explicitly cited the ssp. flavissima.

in liberia, the western yellow wagtail was common, 
especially along rivers and near villages (Büttikofer, 1885; 
shelley, 1900), as well as in sierra leone near freetown 
(shelley & Buckley, 1872; shelley, 1900).

in guinea, the presence of flavissima was known 
(hartlaub, 1857).

in senegal and gambia, the species was common in 
winter and more authors reported the presence of the ssp. 
flavissima (Müller, 1855; hartlaub, 1857; sharpe, 1871; 
Bouvier, 1875; de compiègne, 1875; de rochebrune, 
1884; Kendall, 1892), particularly in the Ziguinchor, 
Kolda, and dakar regions (shelley, 1900) and along the 
gambia river (sharpe, 1871). shelley (1900) also repor-
ted a specimen of cinereocapilla captured in senegal and 
a western yellow wagtail collected on a vessel sailing in 
the atlantic ocean about ninety miles from the coast of 
senegal. the same author remembered an individual of 

flavissima caught in cape verde, probably during migra-
tion (shelley, 1900).

shelley (1900) highlighted the absence of data con-
cerning the subspecies thunbergi in the West african su-
bregion.

Northern Africa
in sudan, the subspecies feldegg (prevalent), flava, and 

cinereocapilla (here to be interpreted as thunbergi) were 
known for populating the area around Khartoum (Brehm, 
1852; vierthaler, 1852; 1853; von heuglin, 1856; 1862; 
Baldamus, 1857). the species was also present in the 
northern state (hartmann, 1864a; 1864b), in particular 
the subspecies feldegg (sharpe, 1871). the latter subspe-
cies was also present in the sennar state along the Blue 
nile (Brehm, 1857). Brehm (1852) pointed out that the 
subspecies feldegg already disappeared in mid-March, 
while flava and cinereocapilla (here to be interpreted as 
thunbergi) left north a month later.

an individual attributed to the subspecies pygmaea 
was collected in lower egypt in January 1850 (hartert, 
1918), and normally, the species was present in winter 
along the banks of the lakes (probably the reference was 
to those of the delta of the river nile) (Brehm, 1852). at 
the end of 1857, the species was present in Kafr el daw-
war (Beheira governorate) (cavafy, 1861). adams (1864) 
reported the presence of the western yellow wagtail in 
Egypt, presumably along the River Nile, up to the first 
cataract (Aswan) and specified to have observed the ssp. 
cinereocapilla (here to be interpreted as pygmaea) and 
feldegg (for the latter, however, he did not explicitly speak 
about wintering). the same information was reiterated by 
hartmann (1864c). shelley (1871; 1872) pointed out py-
gmaea as common and present throughout the year, while 
he considered flava and feldegg present during migrations, 
especially in nubia, as was also shown by gurney (1876). 
at the end of January 1875, some specimens of pygmaea 
were captured between girga and abydos (sohag), and 
in the early days of february, some individuals were also 
observed in the cairo area (grant & Marks, 2017). the 
presence of feldegg in March in the faiyum governorate 
was judged to be an exceptional event (shelley, 1872). in 
february 1891, some specimens of pygmaea were collec-
ted at abydos, and in January 1892, others were collected 
in the area of damietta (grant & Marks, 2017). an indi-
vidual of the subspecies thunbergi was collected on 20th 
december 1890 south of aswan (grant & Marks, 2017).

in tunisia, the species was numerous during the mi-
grations (Koenig, 1893; von erlanger, 1899). regarding 
the winter period, the opinions differed, in fact, while 
Koenig (1893) defined the wintering as occasional, von 
erlanger (1899) said he had met the species frequently 
(especially the subspecies flava).

in algeria during the migrations, at least four subspe-
cies appeared (flava, flavissima, cinereocapilla, and fel-
degg) (loche & Bonaparte, 1858; loche, 1867; taczar-
nowski, 1870; gurney, 1871; Koenig, 1895), and the spe-
cies was defined as wintering by Tristram (1860) during 
his exploration of the sahara in the south to n’goussa 
(province of ouargla).
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in Morocco, the subspecies flava and cinereocapilla 
(here to be intepreted as iberiae) regularly wintered in 
areas with both sweet and salty water (tristram, 1859), 
probably along the Atlantic coast. Reid (1885) defined the 
species as common when reporting individuals collected 
in december and January.

in the canary islands, the presence of the species was 
accidental (Bolle, 1857); for this reason, a winter obser-
vation is now doubtful.

Europe
in the united Kingdom, a pair attributed to the subspe-

cies flavissima was noted feeding at the edge of a water-
cress bed between cassiobury park and rickmansworth 
(hertfordshire, england) on 15th January 1873 (Bygrave 
Wharton, 1873a). doubts were raised about their iden-
tification (Doubleday, 1873), but the observer declared 
himself to be sure of the birds’ identity in consideration 
of prolonged and close observation (Bygrave Wharton, 
1873b).

FROM 1901 TO 1945

Southern Africa 
in south africa, the subspecies flava was a regular vi-

sitor, but with discontinuous distribution: it was present 
in natal, on the transvaal and drakensberg plateaus, 
in the free state province, in the Mpumalanga provin-
ce, and the gauteng province (roberts, 1911; haagner, 
1912; haagner & ivy, 1923; Meinertzhagen, 1921; au-
stin, 1942). the subspecies lutea was instead considered 
rare (fitzsimons, 1923; austin, 1942): a single specimen 
was seen on the Jokeskei river, north of Johannesburg, 
in december 1905 (haagner, 1912; haagner & ivy, 
1923), a female was captured in port elizabeth on 20th 
april 1909 (eastern cape province) (fitzsimons, 1910; 
1923), and a specimen was collected in 1916 at Warm-
baths (the current Bela-Bela), 100 km north of pretoria 
(Museum victoria, 2016). an administrative measure 
of the trasnsvaal province dated in 1935 declared both 
flava and lutea protected species (provinsie transvaal, 
1935). the subspecies feldegg was considered acciden-
tal (haagner, 1912; haagner & ivy, 1923; austin, 1942) 
having as its sole reference the specimen reported by ay-
res (1871) in the 19th century.

in namibia, there were only generic data according 
to which the subspecies flava was known in damaraland 
(erongo region) (haagner, 1912; haagner & ivy, 1923; 
austin, 1942).

Eastern Africa
in Mozambique, the subspecies flava was reported in 

the area of Beira (sofala province) (austin, 1942). in the 
natural history Museum of london, three individuals of 
the subspecies lutea (one male and two females) collec-
ted in March 1932 are preserved, but the exact location 
of capture is unknown (nhM, 2017). another specimen 
captured on 3rd March 1932 (same date as the lutea male) 

is attributed to flavissima, but the data appears implausi-
ble, and it is very likely that it is also a lutea individual 
(nhM, 2017).

in Malawi at the end of 1930s, Benson (1940) reported 
a male flava, two male thunbergi, and a male flavissima 
in the area of a Mzimba (northern region). for the latter, 
he specified: «Adult male differs from that of B. f. luteus 
in having forehead yellowish-green, uniform with crown, 
not more yellow», however it is believed that the indivi-
dual was lutea. the lutea subspecies was instead observed 
with certainty in January in the dedza district (central 
region) (Benson, 1940).

in Zambia, the subspecies flava was reported on 3rd 
March 1905 at lusaka (stoehr & sclater, 1906), and at 
least two individuals were reported in the Matopo di-
strict (Mouritz, 1915). the subspecies lutea occurred in 
the luangwa valley (a female in november 1903) (sto-
ehr & sclater, 1906; neave, 1910), in the Western pro-
vince (Winterbottom, 1942), and in 1944 and 1945, in the 
ndola district (copperbelt province) (ansp, 2016; grant 
& Marks, 2017). in the luangwa valley, the subspecies 
thunbergi was also reported on 23rd april 1907 (neave, 
1910); in april 1945, some birds of the same subspecies 
were caught in the ndola district (copperbelt province) 
(ansp, 2016; grant & Marks, 2017). the south african 
Museum in cape town preserves a specimen collected on 
3rd March 1905 (the same reported as flave by stoehr & 
sclater in 1906) attributed to the subspecies beema (gill, 
1941).

in tanzania, the western yellow wagtail was present 
in the Mtwara region (flava and lutea) (grote, 1913), 
the Mbeya region (flava) (harvard university Museum 
& Morris, 2017), the dar es salaam region (flava was 
common in the region and lutea was common in nor-
thern tanganika) (friedmann & loveridge, 1937; har-
vard university Museum & Morris, 2017), the Morogoro 
region (flava and lutea) (friedmann & loveridge, 1937; 
trombone, 2013; cuMv, 2017), the tanga region (lutea) 
(sclater & Moreau, 1932), both east and west of Kiliman-
jaro, as well as in the steppes inhabited by the Masai south 
of this mountain (prevalence of lutea, but also presence of 
flava) (oberholser, 1905; sjöstedt, 1906), on the ukerewe 
island (Mwanza region) (thunbergi) (grote, 1919; 1921), 
and in the Kagera region (lutea was common, but flava 
and thunbergi were also present) (contradicting grote’s 
assertion that thunbergi was observed only in Western 
africa before 1919, sassi reported thunbergi as early as 
1909, 1910, and 1911) (sassi, 1925; friedmann & lo-
veridge, 1937; harvard university Museum & Morris, 
2017).

in Burundi, the subspecies flava was reported along 
the coast of lake tanganyika (orrell & hollowell, 2017) 
and in southeastern rwanda (sassi, 1925).

in Kenya, the species arrived in the nairobi district at 
the end of october and left the nairobi district in March 
(van someren, 1918a). the species was reported in tai-
ta-taveta county (flavissima, here to be interpreted as 
lutea), Kilifi County (lutea) (Bannerman, 1910; van so-
meren, 1922), lamu county (lutea, up to 24 individuals 
together) (van someren, 1918b), garissa county (flava, 
beema, and lutea) (trombone, 2013), Kajiado county (lu-
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tea) (friedmann & loveridge, 1937), Machakos county 
(lutea) (dearborn, 1909), nairobi county (flava, beema, 
cinereocapilla (?), feldegg/melanogrisea, thunbergi, fla-
vissima (?), lutea, and leucocephala) (chapman, 1908; 
dearborn, 1909; 1917; van someren, 1922; 1931; 1932; 
granvik, 1923; sclater, 1924; grant & Marks, 2017; har-
vard university Museum & Morris, 2017), embu county 
(flava) (harvard university Museum & Morris, 2017), 
Muranga county (flava and lutea) (harvard universi-
ty Museum & Morris, 2017; orrell & hollowell, 2017), 
nyeri county (flava, flavissima (?), and lutea) (stone, 
1905; orrell & hollowell, 2017), Meru county (lutea) 
(harvard university Museum & Morris, 2017), naku-
ru county (lutea) (dearborn, 1909; 1917; van someren, 
1922), Kisumu county (flava, beema, cinereocapilla (?), 
feldegg, thunbergi, and lutea) (van someren, 1918a; 1922; 
1932; trombone, 2013), vihiga county (flava) (orrell & 
hollowell, 2017), siaya county (feldegg/melanogrisea) 
(ansp, 2016), uasin gishu county (flava) (friedmann & 
loveridge, 1937; harvard university Museum & Morris, 
2017), samburu county (thunbergi) (oberholser, 1945), 
Marsabit county (feldegg/melanogrisea) (ansp, 2016) 
and turkana county (flava, cinereocapilla (?), beema, 
and thunbergi) (van someren, 1922; 1932; Mac innes, 
1933-1934; oberholser, 1945).

in uganda, the western yellow wagtail was present 
in the Kisoro district (thunbergi) (peters & loveridge, 
1942; harvard university Museum & Morris, 2017), in 
the Kalangala district (thunbergi) (Millen, 2017), on the 
damba island of lake victoria (Mukono district) (fla-
va and lutea) (harvard university Museum & Morris, 
2017), in the Busoga area (flava) (van someren, 1916), 
Jinja district (feldegg and lutea) (van someren, 1916), 
Wakiso district (feldegg, flavissima (?), lutea, and thun-
bergi), Mukono district (flava, flavissima (?), lutea, and 
thunbergi) (trombone, 2013; orrell & hollowell, 2017), 
Kampala district (flava, and thunbergi) (harvard univer-
sity Museum & Morris, 2017; orrell & hollowell, 2017), 
Mount elgon (flava, cinereocapilla (?), and thunbergi) 
(Meinertzhagen, 1921; van someren, 1922; Millen, 2017), 
luweero district (flava and feldegg) (orrell & hollowell, 
2017), Kiboga district (thunbergi) (orrell & hollowell, 
2017), ankole and toro (flava and thunbergi) (van some-
ren, 1916; Millen, 2017), along the coast of lake albert 
(Berger, 1911), hoima district (thunbergi) (harvard uni-
versity Museum & Morris, 2017), Masindi district (fla-
va, thunbergi, and feldegg) (van someren, 1916; peters 
& loveridge, 1942; trombone, 2013; harvard university 
Museum & Morris, 2017), arua district (flava, feldegg, 
and cinereocapilla (?)) (harvard university Museum & 
Morris, 2017; orrell & hollowell, 2017). according to 
van someren (1916; 1918c; 1921) and van someren & 
van someren (1917), flava was a very common migrant, 
feldegg was fairly common, lutea was most common du-
ring migration, but few stayed to overwinter, and cinere-
ocapilla (here to be interpreted as thunbergi) was not so 
common. the latter subspecies (thunbergi), however, was 
common around the area of Mount elgon (Meinertzha-
gen, 1921).

in somalia, with regard to the subspecies thunbergi 
and feldegg (including the melanogrisea form), the data 

were scarce and limited to the spring period (gall, 2017). 
only sclater (1924) reported the wintering of feldegg.

in ethiopia, the western yellow wagtail regularly 
wintered in small numbers, especially in the southern 
part of the country near the chamo and abaya lakes 
(flava, and feldegg) and the Bale Mointains (oromia 
region) (flava) (von erlanger, 1907), but is present in 
January also in addis ababa (flava, feldegg var. mela-
nogrisea) (neumann, 1906; sclater, 1924; cheesman & 
sclater, 1935; friedmann, 1937; smith, 1944; Benson, 
1946). other reports concern the Melka sede area (afar 
region) (friedmann, 1937). data relating to the thun-
bergi subspecies for the oromia region concerned the 
spring period (ogilvie-grant, 1904), but two specimens 
were reported in december 1922 in dolo (somali re-
gion) (van someren, 1929). a female of ssp. lutea was 
collected at Jimma, in southeastern ethiopia on 18th Ja-
nuary 1934 (cicero, 2017). Moltoni & gnecchi ruscone 
(1944) reported the presence in this area of the subspe-
cies flava, feldegg, and lutea.

in south sudan, the subspecies flava, feldegg, and 
thunbergi were reported in the Jubek state (sassi, 1906; 
rogers, 2016), while other observations (thunbergi) 
concerned the area of gondokoro (equatoria) (rogers, 
2016).

in eritrea, the subspecies feldegg was regularly win-
tering in the plateau, while other subspecies (flava, thun-
bergi, and cinereocapilla (?)) were present only during 
migrations (Zedlitz, 1911; trombone, 2013).

Middle Africa
in the democratic republic of congo, the western yel-

low wagtail was reported along lake tanganyika (thun-
bergi), in the Marungu highlands (Katanga) (flava and 
lutea), in the south Kivu province (flava and thunbergi), 
in the north Kivu province (flava, feldegg, and beema), 
in the Mai-ndombe province (flava), in the oriental pro-
vince (flava, flavissima (?), feldegg, and thunbergi), in the 
Bas-uele province (schouteden, 1918; 1938; sassi, 1925; 
chapin, 1932; 1953; trombone, 2013), and in Kongo 
central (flava) (Bannerman, 1936; chapin, 1953). it was 
also known in the shaba province (grant & Marks, 2017), 
Kasai oriental province (flava), Mongala province (thun-
bergi), and haut-uele province (feldegg) (chapin, 1953; 
harvard university Museum & Morris, 2017). chapin 
(1953) thus summarized the situation of the different sub-
species:

«the races of most frequent occurrence are the gray-
crowned M. f. flava and thunbergi, though the green-
crowned flavissima is not rare. the black-crowned feldegg 
seems to stray less from muddyor marshy spots than the 
other forms. M. f. lutea reaches the congo mainly in the 
southeast, while beema, dombrowskii, and cinereocapilla 
are either rare or of doubtful occurrence».

in congo, at the beginning of the century, dubois 
(1905) cited the subspecies cinereocapilla, while van so-
meren (1931) mentioned flavissima, but geographical are-
as are not well defined.

in gabon, a male of the subspecies campestris (now 
flavissima/lutea) was caught on 11th december 1907 at la-
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ke azingo (Moyen-ogooué province) (trombone, 2013), 
while Bannerman (1936) generally cited flava for this area.

in central african republic, a specimen ssp. campe-
stris (flavissima/lutea) in the early 1900s was observed in 
the Kémo prefecture (oustalet, 1904-1905), while three 
specimens feldegg var. melanogrisea were captured in 
nola (sangha-Mbaéré prefecture) in late autumn of 1934 
(ansp, 2016).

in cameroon, the species was reported in the dja-et-
lobo region (flava, flavissima, and thunbergi) (sharpe, 
1908; grant & Marks, 2017), in the océan department 
(flava and flavissima) (rogers, 2016; grant & Marks, 
2017), littoral region (flava) (rogers, 2016), center re-
gion (flava and thunbergi) (rogers, 2016; grant & Mar-
ks, 2017), east region (flavissima) (orrell & hollowell, 
2017), West region (flava) (grant & Marks, 2017), sou-
thwest region (flava and flavissima) (young, 1946; ro-
gers, 2016), adamawa region (flava and flavissima) (or-
rell & hollowell, 2017), northwest region (flava) (grant 
& Marks, 2017) and far north region (flavissima) (grant 
& Marks, 2017). young (1946) considered flava an abun-
dant winter visitor. near lake chad, the subspecies flava 
was very common (golding, 1934).

Western Africa
in nigeria, Bannerman (1921a) reported an indivi-

dual western yellow wagtail taken on 10th January 1920 
in lagos; in the same days, specimens belonging to the 
thunbergi subspecies were collected in Kano (Banner-
man, 1936; trombone, 2013). subsequently, Bannerman 
(1936) defined a few flava both in northern and southern 
nigeria and thunbergi present in the delta state.

in niger, individuals attributed to the subspecies thun-
bergi were reported (Bates, 1930; Bannerman, 1936). in 
the Zinder region, the species was present from septem-
ber to March (rousselot, 1947).

in ghana, alexander (1902) observed specimens pre-
sent in autumn or spring, while reichenow (1904-1905) 
reported the presence of the subspecies flava in Wassa, 
cape coast, and accra. the species was considered com-
mon in the ashanti region (Bannerman, 1936). the sub-
species flavissima was observed in cape coast (Banner-
man, 1936).

in ivory coast, both flava and cinereocapilla were pre-
sent (Bannerman, 1936).

in liberia, the subspecies flava was reported by rei-
chenow (1904-1905) for the grand cape Mount county; it 
was present in the same county in october 1926 (harvard 
University Museum & Morris, 2017) and was then confir-
med wintering by allen (1930) and Bannerman (1936).

in sierra leone, the western yellow wagtail was com-
mon from october to april (Kelsall, 1914), and in particu-
lar, the subspecies flava was known in the southern pro-
vince (reichenow, 1904-1905) and on the tasso island 
(lowe, 1921). this subspecies was the only one mentio-
ned by Bannerman (1921b) in the first decades of the 20th 
century. other individuals, probably flava, were observed 
in freetown and on the sherbro island (Bannerman, 1936; 
trombone, 2013). also, the subspecies thunbergi was re-
ported in freetown (Bannerman, 1936).

in guinea, individuals were reported to the north of 
the fouta-djalon highland in october (Klaptocz, 1913).

in Mali, some individuals were captured in March 
1935 in Bamako (grant & Marks, 2017).

in senegal, the subspecies flavissima was reported in 
thiès (trombone, 2013); this subspecies was the most 
common, but there were also flava, cinereocapilla, and 
iberiae (Bannerman, 1936).

in gambia, the subspecies flava, cinereocapilla, ibe-
riae, and flavissima (the latter very common) were pre-
sent (Bannerman, 1936).

Northern Africa
in sudan, both subspecies flava and feldegg (occasio-

nally included the melanogrisea variety) were very com-
mon in winter and distributed in Blue nile state, sennar 
state, al Jazirah state, Khartoum area, Kordofan, north 
and central darfur, and near al dabbah (Beds Basin, no-
thern state) (ogilvie-grant, 1907; Butler, 1908; sclater 
& Mackworth-praed, 1918; nicoll, 1922; lynes, 1924; 
sclater, 1924; Bowen, 1931; Madden, 1935; ansp, 2016; 
harvard university Museum & Morris, 2017). Bowen 
(1931) pointed out the area of Khartoum as a common 
wintering area for lutea to. the subspecies thunbergi and 
cinereocapilla were observed only during migrations 
(Bowen, 1931). a wandering individual of subspecies py-
gmaea appeared at Khor arbat in 1908 (goodman & atta, 
1987).

in egypt, the subspecies pygmaea was present in the 
luxor governatorate (fig. 2), in the neighborhood of 
cairo and giza, in Wadi el natrun (Beheira governato-
rate), in faiyum and sharqia governatorates, near lake 
Manzala, and in damietta governatorate (nicoll, 1908; 
1909; 1912a; lynes, 1912; trombone, 2013); it was also 
present along the nile up to aswan (nicoll, 1919). the 
subspecies flava, cinereocapilla, feldegg, and thunbergi 
only appeared during migrations (loat, 1905; 1906; ni-
coll, 1908; 1912b; 1919; lynes, 1912).

in libya, there were spring reports of flava and fel-
degg (hartert, 1923; Moltoni, 1928), but without winter 
data.

in tunisia, the subspecies flava, cinereocapilla (pro-
bably including iberiae), thunbergi, feldegg, and flavis-
sima were known, but without indication of wintering 
(Whitaker, 1905).

the subspecies flava, cinereocapilla, iberiae, thunber-
gi, and feldegg transited algeria during migrations (Whi-
taker, 1905; rosenius, 1910; Jourdain, 1915; trombone, 
2013). according to loche, some were present even in 
winter (Whitaker, 1905).

the data relating to Morocco mainly concerned the 
summer presences of iberiae and, during migrations, 
also of flava, flavissima, and thunbergi (hartert, 1928, 
trombone, 2013). d’aubusson (1915) reported the win-
ter presence of the species in a wetland near casablanca 
and ramsay (1923) and claimed that some western tellow 
wagtails (flava, flavissima) stopped to winter in the south-
western part of the country.

on the canary islands, the species was considered a 
rare visitor (polatzek, 1909; Bannerman, 1919; 1922).
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Europe
in Malta, some winter reports were known (sultana 

& gauci, 1982), while for italy the only available data 
concerned a specimen captured in emilia-romagna in Ja-
nuary 1938 (altini, 1942).

FROM 1946 TO 1980

Southern Africa
in south africa, the western yellow wagtail was 

known in the eastern cape province (flava, lutea), We-
stern cape province (a specimen attributed to thunber-
gi in Muizenberg in January 1966, other individuals in 
Mossel Bay, oudshoorn, southwest cape, and Worce-
ster), transvaal (flava, thunbergi, lutea), KwaZulu-natal 
(flava, thunbergi, lutea) (clancey, 1966; Winterbottom, 
1968). for the subspecies feldegg, after the one who was 
observed in transvaal in the 19th century (ayres, 1871), 
there was a new observation in the 1960s in Worcester 
(Western cape province) (clancey, 1966; Winterbottom, 
1968). clancey (1966) pointed out that lutea was proba-

bly more widespread than previously thought and hypo-
thesized the possible confusion with flavissima. this 
hypothesis was supported by data of the specimens rin-
ged in south africa in the boreal winters between 1963 
and 1970 all related to lutea (elliott & Jarvis, 1970a; 
1970b).

in Botswana, the species was reported as common in 
the central district (flava, flavissima) and north-West 
district (thunbergi, flavissima) (smithers, 1964; clancey, 
1966; grant & Marks, 2017; orrell & hollowell, 2017; 
gall, 2017). as known now, in place of flavissima, occu-
rances are understood to be lutea.

in namibia, the subspecies thunbergi was reported in 
the Waterberg plateau (clancey, 1966).

Eastern Africa
in Zimbabwe, the western yellow wagtail was known 

in the Bulawayo province (flava, feldegg) and in the ha-
rare province (lutea) (clancey, 1966). the subspecies fla-
vissima was also reported, but here it is to be understood 
as lutea (ashton, 1955; clancey, 1966).

fig. 2 - nile branch near Kings island, south of luxor, luxor governatorate, egypt. / ramo del nilo vicino a Kings island, a sud di 
luxor, governatorato di luxor, egitto. (photo / foto: Marc ryckaert, cc-By-3.0).
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in Mozambique, flava was the most abundant subspe-
cies, but thunbergi and lutea were also present (clancy, 
1966). in the years between 1949 and 1953, individuals of 
the subspecies lutea were captured in the Maputo provin-
ce and in the tete province (harvard university Museum 
& Morris, 2017; orrell & hollowell, 2017), while feldegg 
and thunbergi were only in the Maputo province (orrell 
& hollowell, 2017).

in Malawi, an individual of the subspecies leucoce-
phala was collected in 1947 in the Karonga district (Wil-
liamson, 1955), while for the Zomba district, the subspe-
cies thunbergi and lutea were reported (schulten & harri-
son, 1975). long (1976) reported specimens attributed to 
flavissima (here to be understood as lutea) collected in the 
nsanje district.

in Zambia, the subspecies flava, cinereocapilla (?), 
thunbergi, and lutea were reported in the copperbelt 
province (de schauensee, 1951; ansp, 2016; grant & 
Marks, 2017; orrell & hollowell, 2017). the species was 
present in the area of the Kafue national park (dowsett 
& de vos, 1965) and in the early 1970s, it was wintering 
in small numbers in the lukasa province (levatich & pa-
dilla, 2016).

in tanzania, the western yellow wagtail was common, 
mainly in the highlands, in the eastern regions, and in the 
Mtwara, tanga, Manyara, tabora, and arusha regions 
(particularly in the ngorongoro conservation area), whe-
re the subspecies flava and lutea were known (Moreau, 
1966; reynolds, 1968; Beesley, 1972; Britton, 1980; 
fjeldså, 2015; feeney, 2016; levatich & padilla, 2016). 
some reports also concerned the southern regions: 2 in-
dividuals on 1st January 1966 in the Mbeya and loleza 
mountains (Mbeya region) (levatich & padilla, 2016).

in Burundi, individuals of the subspecies lutea and 
feldegg were captured at the end of november 1980 by 
the royal Belgian institute of natural sciences, as well 
as two specimens of ssp. beema collected on 15th and 29th 
March 1980 at gatumba (Bujumbura rural) (heugheba-
ert, 2017). the same institute in december 1946 and in 
november 1961 caught specimens of the subspecies flava 
in rwanda (heughebaert, 2017).

in Kenya, in the rift valley province the most abundant 
subspecies was lutea, followed by flava, while thunbergi 
was only occasional spotted (sessions, 1966; reynolds, 
1980). in Marsanit county, the lutea subspecies was com-
mon (feeney, 2016). in Kitui county the western yellow 
wagtail was an uncommon but regular visitor (lack et al., 
1980). the subspecies flava and lutea were reported in 
nairobi county and Kyambu county (Backhurst, 1968; 
1972; 1973; 1977); in laikipia county, lutea was the most 
common, flava was frequent, and thunbergi was scarce. 
in the nakuru county, flava, thunbergi, cinereocapilla 
(?), and lutea (Wallace, 1955) were reported. in the nor-
thern part of the country were flava, thunbergi and lutea 
(tomlinson, 1950; diamond & Keith, 1980). from 1960 
to 1981 in Kariobangi (suburbs of nairobi), 49,681 we-
stern yellow wagtails were ringed (carter & Blencowe, 
1960; Backhurst, 1988). the subspecies cinereocapilla 
was reported at lake turkana (Britton, 1980), but confu-
sion with thunbergi is likely. Wallace (1955) pointed out 
that in the rift valley the subspecies lutea showed strikin-

gly different habitats preferences from the darker-headed 
subspecies: wagtails observed on the dry playing fields 
were without exception lutea, and this suggested that this 
subspecies was less dependent on water.

in uganda, the species was present in the central re-
gion (flava, feldegg) (ashton, 1950; allen & fripp, 1964), 
in the Kabarole district (friedmann & Williams, 1970), 
in the Kampala district (flava and thunbergi were com-
mon, feldegg was rare, and an observation of subspecies 
leucocephala was reported in entebbe on 4th april 1967) 
(pearson, 1972; Britton, 1980). in the eastern region, 
the western yellow wagtail was widespread and common 
(Mann, 1976). the lutea subspecies was sporadic (Brit-
ton, 1980).

in ethiopia, flava and feldegg wintered in the sou-
thern nations, nationalities, and peoples’ region (espe-
cially along lake turkana), in the oromia region, in the 
gambela region, and in the addis ababa area (guichard, 
1950; tyler, 1979; orrell & hollowell, 2017; grant & 
Marks, 2017).

in south sudan, some individuals were collected in Ja-
nuary and february 1950 in torit (imatong state) (grant 
& Marks, 2017).

in djibouti, a specimen was observed on 25th decem-
ber 1975 (ash, 1985).

in eritrea, western yellow wagtail was wintering: flava 
was very common, thunbergi was quite common, feldegg 
was particularly abundant in the plateau, and lutea was 
very scarce only during migrations (smith, 1955; 1957).

Middle Africa
in the democratic republic of congo, the species was 

reported on 27th december 1976 in virunga national park 
(south Kivu province); it was subsequently repeatedly 
observed in the nyankunde village (eastern province) 
from 3rd January to 26th March 1978 (levatich & padilla, 
2016). the other data concerning the democratic repu-
blic of congo were essentially related to individuals cap-
tured in the 1940s and 1950s and kept in museums, but 
which have little detail about the locations of capture. the 
few reliable data were related to locations in the eastern 
provinces of the country (in particular nord Kivu and 
haut-uele) and concern the subspecies flava, thunbergi, 
and feldegg (scholes, 2015; heughebaert, 2017). the 
most common subspecies was flava. for the subspecies 
beema, there was a single record north of lake edward on 
28th March 1974 (pedersen, 2010).

smith (1950) mentioned the possible presence of fla-
vissima in northern congo.

in gabon, in analogy with what was known for the 
early 1980s, it can be assumed that at least in the 1970s, 
the species was commonly wintering in the ogooué-
ivindo province with a prevailing of flava, but also with 
thunbergi (Brosset & Érard, 1986). a specimen attributed 
to flavissima was observed in the same province on 17th 
March 1974 (Brosset & Érard, 1986).

in december 1956 on the Bioko island (equatorial 
guinea), a cinereocapilla was captured together with 
other specimens of undetermined subspecies (trombone, 
2013).
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in cameroon, the species was considered an abun-
dant winter visitor and was especially frequent along the 
coast of the southwest region (flava and, less common, 
flavissima) (good, 1952; serle, 1959; grimes, 1971) and 
present, in small groups, in the east region (flavissima) 
(grant & Marks, 2017), center region (flava, and flavis-
sima) (grant & Marks, 2017; orrell & hollowell, 2017), 
and far north region (flava, and feldegg) (fry, 1970; pet-
tet, 1976).

in southern chad, the following subspecies were re-
ported: flava (abundant), cinereocapilla (occasional), 
thunbergi (occasional), and feldegg (frequent) (hopson, 
1965; feeney, 2016). in the Batha region, feldegg was 
widely dominant (newby, 1980).

Western Africa
in nigeria, the western yellow wagtail was considered 

an ubiquitous winter visitor that was particularly abun-
dant in the dry season in the savanna areas (serle, 1957; 
elgood, 1964; Button, 1964a; 1964b). along the shores 
of lake chad, feldegg and cinereocapilla arrived at the 
beginning of september, while flava appeared at the be-
ginning of october (dowsett, 1969; cowper, 1977), al-
though there were reports of this subspecies in the mar-
shes around lagos already at the beginning of september 
(hopson et al., 1965). the arrivals, probably of the most 
northern species, continued until more than mid-novem-
ber (more frequently from the third week of the month); 
the species remained until the last week of april/begin-
ning of May (with a peak at the end of March) (Button, 
1964c; Wood-robinson, 1965). south of lake chad the 
species was more abundant at the beginning of winter 
and then gradually decreased during the dry season, ex-
cept for areas with water (holmes, 1974). in northeastern 
nigeria, the western yellow wagtail was common, and 
the subspecies were distributed as follows: flava (67%), 
feldegg (21%), cinereocapilla (4.5%), thunbergi (2.5%), 
iberiae (?) (1.5%); in the northern part of the country (up 
to 30,000 birds in Kano) the subspecies flava, thunbergi, 
iberiae (?), cinereocapilla, and feldegg were reported (eb-
butt et al., 1964; fry, 1965a; 1965b; sharland, 1964; 1965; 
1966; 1967a; 1967b; 1968; Moreau, 1972; hall, 1976a; 
1977a; 1977b; sharland & Wilkinson, 1981). in the area 
of sabongari (Kaduna region), more than 300 individuals 
were present on 22nd december 1972 (sauvage, 1992). it 
was reported in the yankari game reserve (gombe state) 
(dyer & gartshore, 1975). the species was also present 
in the southern provinces, although it was apparently less 
abundant (up to 3,000 birds in ibadan and up to 500 in 
lagos) (Boulter, 1965; robinson & robinson, 1966; pet-
titt, 1967a; 1967b; 1968; Button, 1968; heigham, 1968; 
1969; 1976; Broadbent, 1969; 1971; forrester, 1971). the 
species was frequent in december on the Mambilla plate-
au (hall, 1976b; 1977c) and common in the enugu state 
(cowper, 1977). in the lagos area, the species arrived in 
september and some individuals could be observed until 
May (gee & heigham, 1977). in the eastern part of the 
nigerian coast there were flava (prevalent), thunbergi, ci-
nereocapilla, and feldegg (Wells & Walsh, 1969; Macken-
zie, 1979). there seemed to be some sort of separation of 

the races in their nigerian winter quarters: flava was the 
most common, present throughout nigeria, with a marked 
prevalence in the south of the country; thunbergi win-
tered abundantly in the southern part and progressively 
decreased in abundance to the north; cinereocapilla was 
common in the northeastern part; iberiae (?) was more 
abundant in the northwestern part; feldegg was common 
in the northern part of the country and scarce elsewhere 
(Ward 1964; elgood et al., 1966; Bass, 1967; ashford, 
1969; Wood, 1975). With regard to all the reports concer-
ning the subspecies iberiae, however, there are justified 
doubts about the correct identification (Vielliard, 1972; 
Wood, 1975); in particular Wood (1975), also based on 
the recovery of ringed birds, considered that these reports 
were to be attributed to cinereocapilla specimens. the 
British subspecies, flavissima, was seen at lagos (rayner, 
1962; Wallace, 1969; Mundy & cook, 1971; 1972) and 
at ife (osun state) (Kenny, 2012), however doubts were 
expressed about the accuracy of these identifications (El-
good et al., 1966). in the area of ife (osun state), the ssp. 
flava and thunbergi were reported (farmer, 1979). the 
beema subspecies was reported by dowsett (1968) along 
the shore of lake chad during spring migration; also for 
this subspecies vielliard (1972) incorrectly judged reports 
made in winter.

in the arli national parks (between Bénin and Bur-
kina faso) in the 1960s and early 1970s, the species was 
rare (green & sayer, 1979) and was also scarce in togo 
(included flavissima) (douaud, 1956; 1957; de roo et 
al., 1969; robinson, 1972), with a relative greater abun-
dance in the lome lagoon (flava) (Bernis, 1970; Browne, 
1980).

in ghana, the species was quite common in the dry se-
ason in all habitats except in closed forests (sutton, 1965; 
Macdonald, 1978); however, it was scarce and irregular 
in the northern part of the country (harvey & harrison, 
1970; sutton, 1970; greig-smith, 1976; 1977). it was 
reported on several occasions from early october to la-
te March in the Mole national park (northern region) 
(dowsett-lemaire & dowsett, 2008). in the accra area, 
the subspecies flava and thunbergi were reported (grimes, 
2006). among the subspecies, thunbergi was the most 
common, followed by flava, and then by flavissima and 
cinereocapilla (Macdonald, 1978).

in ivory coast, the species was present in the gbêkê 
region (grant & Marks, 2017), in particular with the sub-
species flava (feeney, 2016), but also cinereocapilla was 
sporadically reported (Moreau, 1972; Monk & Jhonson, 
1975).

in liberia, in february 1947 the presence of the flava 
was confirmed, particularly in the Grand Bassa County 
(rand, 1951), it was hypothesized that flavissima winter 
on the border with guinea and ivory coast (curry-lin-
dahl, 1964), and in 1945-46, the subspecies thunbergi was 
observed for the first time (Torben, 1950).

in guinea, the species was reported to the north of the 
fouta-djalon highland (Bournonville, 1967).

in niger, the western yellow wagtail was observed in 
the dosso department in december 1977 (giraudoux et 
al., 1988) and in the ténéré desert near Jikara (newby, 
1981).
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in Mali, the species was known in the Koulikoro and 
Mopti regions (30,000 in January) (Malzy, 1962; lamar-
che, 1981). the most abundant subspecies was flava; flavis-
sima was quite common, as was cinereocapilla; iberiae (in 
the south) and thunbergi were few in number, while feldegg 
was rare (delta and plateau dogon) (lamarche, 1981).

in senegal, the species was abundant in the lower re-
aches of the senegal river, along the coast, and in Basse 
casamance (fig. 3) where three subspecies wintered: fla-
va (the most abundant), flavissima (common), and iberiae 
(common) (roux & Morel, 1964; Moreau, 1972; Morel, 
1972; de smet & van gompel, 1980); thunbergi appeared 
only during migrations (Bernis, 1970; Morel, 1972). the 
subspecies iberiae disappeared before the end of March; 
flavissima was present from the end of March to the be-
ginning of april; flava started in april; thunbergi began to 
pass from 20th april (Morel, 1972; Morel & roux, 1972; 
1973). according to Moreau (1972), the cinereoapilla 
subspecies also appeared sporadically.

in gambia, the western yellow wagtail was widespre-
ad in winter with a prevalence of the subspecies flava, but 
iberiae and flavissima are also common (andrew, 1969; 
Moreau, 1972; Morel, 1972).

in Mauritania, an iberiae male was observed on 17th 
october 1947 in nouakchott (dekeyser & villiers, 1950). 
at the end of the 1970s, the species was common in the 
southwest of the country (Browne, 1982).

Northern Africa
in sudan, the western yellow wagtail was common in 

winter in the Khartoum province; in particular, flava was 
abundant, both feldegg and lutea were common (the latter 
more than the other subspecies frequent humid environ-
ments and along the banks of rivers), and the subspecies 
thunbergi was very scarce (Macleay, 1960).

in egypt, the subspecies pygmaea was considered se-
dentary, however simmons (1952) pointed out that the 
species was common during the reproductive period in 
the Suez Canal Zone in 1949-50, chefly on the coastal 
strip and lagoon of the great Bitter lake, north and south 
fayd, and in some lakes south of ismalia, but no birds 
were observed in January and early february 1950. in de-
cember 1970 and January 1971, specimens belonging to 
the subspecies pygmaea, flava, and thunbergi were captu-
red in new nubia (orrell & hollowell, 2017). in January 
of the same year, pygmaea was also present in abu rawa-
sh (giza governatorate) and in alexandria governorate 
(orrell & hollowell, 2017).

in libya, in mid-december 1968, some western yellow 
wagtails were observed in the Karkur ibrahim and Karkur 
idriss valleys of Mount uwaynat (Misonne, 1974).

in algeria, an individual was reported on 20th decem-
ber 1965 in fort flatters (amenas district) (dupuy, 1966) 
and one in abalessa (abalessa district) on 19th January 
1980 (levatich & padilla, 2016). some specimens were 

Fig. 3 - Rice fields in Casamance, Senegal. / Campi di riso a Casamance, Senegal. (Photo / Foto: Dan Grec).
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also present north of sahara in ouergla (ouergla provin-
ce) (Bernis, 1970).

in Morocco, the western yellow wagtail wintered 
along the atlantic coast (Bernis, 1970; Moreau, 1972). in 
the first half of 1960s, the subspecies iberiae was com-
mon in winter in souss-Massa region (smith, 1965). the 
species was present in Merja Zerga (Kénitra province) on 
25th december 1969, and on 28th december of the same 
year, a specimen was observed in the central plateau 
near Maaziz (Khémisset province) (thévenot & Magnin, 
1971). in the boreal winters 1969/70 and 1970/71 individ-
uals, especially isolated, were observed in the wetlands 
near oualidia (el Jadida province), Kénitra, and Mou-
lay-Bousselham (Kénitra province) (thévenot & thuoy, 
1974). in the two successive boreal winters in the settat 
province, the presence of the subspecies flava, iberiae, 
and cinereocapilla was ascertained (thévenot & thuoy, 
1974). on 31st december 1972, about ten individuals 
were in an area west of fez (fès-Meknès) (dubois & du-
hautois, 1977). in december 1973, there were four other 
reports: two individuals at the mouth of the river sebou 
(Kénitra province), two others at Merja Zerga (Kénitra 
province), the same number at el-Ksar el Kebir (larache 
province) and at lower loukkos wetland (larache prov-
ince) (de Juana, 1974). the subspecies flava and iberiae 
occurred in most wet areas along the Moroccan side of 
the strait of gibraltar (tingitana peninsula) (pineau & 
giraud-audine, 1979).

Zink (1975) reported the presence of specimens in 
northern africa from Morocco to tunisia in January.

on the canary islands, an individual iberiae was re-
ported in January on gran canaria (Bannerman, 1963).

Europe
in greece, a specimen ringed in Kano (nigeria) on 23rd 

november 1963 was collected by a shepherd in lamia 
(central greece) on 4th december 1965 and another spe-
cimen, still ringed in Kano (nigeria), was captured in a lo-
cality not better specified on 2nd february 1966 (sharland, 
1966; 1967b; 2009).

in italy, at least two individuals were observed from 
2nd november to 30th december 1975 in pavia province 
(lombady) (ferlini, 1976).

in spain, in the 1950s, the species was not included 
among the wintering species (Bernis, 1954) and the same 
situation was reconfirmed at the end of the 1960s (Bernis, 
1970). only in 1977, from 4th to 15th december, a group 
of four individuals was observed at the mouth of the gua-
dalhorce (Malaga province); in the same place, the ob-
servations were repeated until winter 1979/80 (padilla & 
garrido sanchéz, 1983).

in france, a specimen was observed in camargue on 
6th december 1980 (hafner et al., 1982).

in germany, a specimen was captured on the helgo-
lan islands (schleswig-holstein) on 23rd december 1949 
(ornithologie ZMK, 2016), an individual was observed 
on 7th January 1967 near hamm (north rhine-Westpha-
lia) (Köpke, 1967), a specimen was present from 29th 
october to 6th december 1969 in a wastewater treatment 
plant in Kamen (north rhine-Westphalia), 25 km from 

the previous locality (fröhling, 1971), and an individual 
(thunbergi) in winter 1978/1979 was recorded in offstein 
(rhineland-palatinate) (henß, 1979).

FROM 1981 TO 2017

Southern Africa
in the southernmost part of africa, the western yel-

low wagtail arrived in november-december and left in 
March-april. it was locally common in the wetlands of 
Botswana and the okavango basin; presence was beco-
ming scarcer in southern transvaal, swaziland, Kwa-
Zulu-nadal, eastern and northern cape province, and 
northern namibia (sinclair, 1994; harrison et al., 1997; 
carruthers, 2000; newman, 2002; 2003; sinclair et al., 
2002; 2005; hockey et al., 2005; sinclair & davidson, 
2006). isolated reports also occurred along the south co-
ast of south africa (sinclair, 1994; harrison et al., 1997; 
carruthers, 2000; newman, 2002; 2003; hockey et al., 
2005; sinclair et al., 2005; sinclair & davidson, 2006). 
the most frequent subspecies were flava, thunbergi, and 
lutea; beema was scarce and feldegg occasionally appe-
ared (harrison et al., 1997). in south africa in the last 
decade, there were reports of the species at strandfontain 
(Western cape province) in January-february 2008 and 
an individual, perhaps of the subspecies beema, was ob-
served from 12th to 18th March 2010 (cardwell, 2010). 
other reports in the Western cape province took place 
on 9th January 2012 when a western yellow wagtail was 
on the top of the cape of good hope (crane, 2012), at 
Boggoms Bay in January-december 2008 and 2016 and 
at Mossel Bay on 25th december 2005 (Brooks, 2017). 
the species was present in the Kgalagadi transfrontier 
park (northern cape province) in november-december 
2011; a few were also at spitskop dam near Kimberley 
in december 2011 (africanBirdclub, 2012a). it was re-
ported in Warrenton (northern cape province) on 25th 
January 2006 (Brooks, 2017) and in the free state, near 
Bethlehem, in december 2015 (Brooks, 2017). isolated 
specimens attributed to the ssp. flava were observed at 
Wakkerstroom (Mpumalanga province) on 19th decem-
ber 2008 and at hluhluwe (KwaZulu-natal province) 
on 23rd december 2008 (de grissac & cayzelle, 2009). 
in KwaZulu-natal province, for the period december-
January, the following observations were also known: an 
individual on 10th december 2004 at uvs dover farm, 
five individuals on 27th January 2004 in sappi stanger, 
on 4th January 2013 in Mpempe, on 22nd January 2014 at 
giba, in January 2014 and 2016 at Maphophoma Wet-
land, in January and december 2011-2016 there were 
repeated reports at richards Bay, one at Blytehdale Be-
ach, one south of the Karkloof nature reserve and one 
south of ramantsho (levatich & padilla, 2016; Brooks, 
2017). a specimen was present on 20th february 2013 
at nibela (KwaZulu-natal province) (Bøgelund et al., 
2011) and two on 14th december 2013 at river st lu-
cia mouth (gordijn & rijkes, 2013). for the gauteng 
province, there were reports to the rooiwal water treat-
ment plant on 9th december 1988, 14th december 2000, 
18th January 2001, and repeated observations in January 
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2016 (levatich & padilla, 2016; Brooks, 2017). in the 
Marievale Bird sanctuary, the species was observed on 
23rd december 1999, on 9th January 2000, on 28th Janua-
ry 2001, and on 27th January 2002 (levatich & padil-
la, 2016; Brooks, 2017). the species was also observed 
in the north West province on 27th January 1990 in the 
Barberspan Bird sanctuary (levatich & padilla, 2016). 
other reports included the Mpumalanga province (on 27th 
January 2002 in the Blyde river canyon nature reserve, 
on 21st-27th novenber 2011 and on 20th december 2015 
in the Kruger national park) and the limpopo province 
(on 16th december 2008 in the Marakele national park) 
(Kruger national park, 2011; levatich & padilla, 2016). 
Near the Pilanesberg National Park, it was confirmed to 
be fairly common (Mankwe Wildlife reserve, 2014). on 
11th november 2015, a specimen of ssp. flava was in the 
Marievale Bird sanctuary (gauteng province), and on 
15th november 2015, an individual of ssp. thunbergi was 
reporteted in the Borakalal national park (north West 
province) (Wedderburn, 2015), as well as one on 15th 
november 2015 at Zaagkuilsdrift (limpopo) (vasapoll, 
2015) and one in Mpempe (KwaZulu-natal province) in 
february 2016 (robbins, 2016).

in swaziland, the species was an uncommon austral 
summer migrant in the low veld (parker, 2016); in parti-
cular, reports in december and January occurred between 
1988 and 1991 (south african national Biodiversity in-
stitute, 2017) and in the years 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2013 
(Brooks, 2017).

in lesotho, an observation on 3rd november 1984 was 
known (coetzer & ranwashe, 2015).

in Botswana, the western yellow wagtail still appe-
ared in the category B rarities (rare species with more 
than 10 reports) checklist dated 2002, but already in 2008 
was removed from this category due to the availability 
of new data (Brewster, 2009). in particular, the species 
appeared in small groups: 18 individuals on 14th January 
2003 on dead tree island (Moremi national park) (stra-
tford, 2003), ten specimens in mid-november 2006 in the 
chobe national park (fig. 4) (Mileto, 2006), two on the 
river okavango upstream at shakawe (rush, 2006), six 
in december 2014 at lake Xau (africanBirdclub, 2015). 
other reports concern the linyanti area (hancock et al., 
2008), the Mapungubwe national park (Benadie, 2010), 
the river chobe basin (lutea) (finn, 2011a), the chobe 
national park (thunbergi) (Macleod, 2013; observation.

fig. 4 - chobe national park, Botswana. / parco nazionale di chobe, Botswana. (photo / foto: released in Wikimedia commons 
under pd by author).
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org, 2017), the okavango panhandle (Boyce, 2015), Ka-
sane (north-West district) (hays, 2016), and the gabo-
rone area (africanBirdclub, 2008). the data collected 
by the cornell lab of ornithology showed fairly regular 
presences in december and January starting in 2011 in 
the chobe national park, even in small groups (15 in-
dividuals on 2nd January 2012 in duma tau camp and 
40 on 10th January 2014 at Kasane) (levatich & padilla, 
2016). for the same area, there were reports of isolated 
individuals present in the years 1999, 2000, and 2005 (le-
vatich & padilla, 2016). an observation was made on 22nd 
december 1982 at nxai pan (levatich & padilla, 2016). 
in the recent work dedicated to birds of Botswana by han-
cock & Weiersbye (2016), the presence of the subspecies 
flava, lutea, thunbergi, feldegg, and beema (the last two 
were rare visitors) was confirmed.

in namibia, until 1988 in the Zambezi region, only 
seven reports were known (Koen, 1988); three individuals 
were after observed at Katima Mulilo area from 4th decem-
ber to 6th december 2002 (Benstead & Benstead, 2002), 
then there were reports on 5th november 2012 and as many 
as 25 individuals were present in the chobe national park 
area on 6th november 2012 (levatich & padilla, 2016). in 
november 2006, small numbers were present at the rundu 
sewage ponds (Kavango-east region) (de Keersmaecker 
& de Keersmaecker, 2006). for the same region, obser-
vations were made on 26th december 2008, 3rd January 
2009 and 13th March 2006 at the shamvura camp and on 
7th and 9th January 2006 at ndhovu lodge (levatich & 
padilla, 2016). a specimen was observed on 3rd decem-
ber 2008 in the etosha national park (oshikoto region) 
(levatich & padilla, 2016). on 7th January 2001, an indi-
vidual was recorded at the river Kunene mouth (Kunene 
region) (anderson et al., 2001). a western yellow wag-
tail was present at the namiband nature reserve (hardap 
region) in late January 2012 (africanBirdclub, 2012b).

Eastern Africa
in Zimbabwe, in the winter 1995-96, 618 western yel-

low wagtail were ringed in a roost (oatley & Best, 1996). 
the species was present throughout the river Zambezi 
basin (Mundy, 2000), in the Masvingo province (de Beer, 
2012; 2013), in the Bulawayo province (riddell, 2015), 
and along the Zimbabwe sector of the great reservoir of 
Kariba (alegria, 2011). it was scarce in the Mashonaland 
central province (dixon, 2016), some tens of individu-
als were observed in the harare province (holmen, 2011; 
reid, 2013; rockingham-gill, 2014), it was scarce at the 
end of december 2012 in northern Zimbabwe (phiri, 
2012), and a few dozen were observed in the Mashona-
land West province (dixon, 2012).

in Malagasy region, the western yellow wagtail was 
present almost annually on seychelles islands (15 records 
since 2000 and at least 35 records since 2013) (october-
december, february-May) and vagrant on europa island 
(two records: april, november-december); records in-
clude flava, lutea, beema, and feldegg subspecies (sker-
rett & the seychelles Bird records committee, 2001; 
safford & hawkins, 2013; safford et al., 2015). no data 
for Madagascar, grande comore, Mohéli, anjouan, Mau-

ritius, and rodrigues (safford & hawkins, 2013; safford 
et al., 2015). For the first time, there was one specimen in 
Mayotte on 20th november 2010 (laubin et al., 2019) and 
one specimen in réunion in february 2017 (riethmuller, 
2017). considering only december and January, a single 
western yellow wagtail, possibly of the subspecies bee-
ma, was on providence island on 27th January 2007, one 
specimen was on the aride island on 18th-20th december 
2008; a single western yellow wagtail was on Bird island 
on 27th november and on 20th december 2010, one was 
also in alphonse atoll on 10th-14th January 2011, and four 
western yellow wagtails were on the assumption island 
between 12th January and 3rd March 2012 (demey, 2011; 
africanBirdclub, 2013a).

in Mozambique, the western yellow wagtail was ob-
served singly around the shores of lake chuali (a total of 
50 individuals were estimated in the region) (february 
1995-January 1996) (parker, 1999), and a single bird was 
observed in January 2007 in the Banhine national park 
(pietersen & pietersen, 2010). it was present in gorongo-
sa national park (anderson et al., 1999) and, in general, 
in the sofala province (doughty & de Beer, 2014; sirot-
kin, 2015; Booysen, 2015; roadhouse, 2016), and in the 
Zambézia province (two specimens) (levatich & padilla, 
2016). three races were reported (flava, thunbergi, and 
lutea) (parker, 1999).

in Malawi, the species was concentred on nyika na-
tional park (dowsett-lemaire, 2006), in liwonde nation-
al park (Borrow, 2013), lake Kazuni (dowsett-lemaire, 
2014), and Quirimbas national park (sitoe et al., 2010).

in Zambia, the western yellow wagtail arrived in no-
vember-december and departed in March-april and was 
widespread especially along the river Zambezi (Borrow, 
2005; leonard, 2005; dowsett-lemaire, 2006). in the pe-
riod between 1971-2000, the earliest date of arrival was 
23rd september 1972, and the the last date of departure 
was on 9th June 1973 (dowsett, 2009). the flava subspe-
cies was certainly present (Borrow, 2005). on 12th no-
vember 2010, at least 1,000 individuals were observed in 
Bengweulu Swamp (Northern Province) and identified as 
flavissima, but given the overall picture, they must be at-
tributed to lutea (Murray, 2010). in the Bengweulu swamp 
(northern province), numerous western yellow wagtails 
were also reported by smith (2009). the species was ob-
served in the following areas: chitunta plain, source of 
the Zambezi, West long national park, lukwakwa game 
Management area, liuwa plain national park, Barotse 
floodplains, sioma ngwezi national park, simungoma, 
Mosi-oa-tunya national park, Batoka gorge, lochin-
var national park, Blue lagoon national park, nkanga 
river conservation area, lower Zambezi national park, 
chisamba, lukanga swamp, chimfunshi Wildlife or-
phanage, Kasanka national park, Mutinondo Wilderness, 
north luangwa national park, shiwa ng’andu, luapula 
Mouth, lusenga plain national park, Kalungwishi, Mweru 
Wantipa national park, tondwa game Managemet area, 
river saise, uningi pans, nyika national park, and south 
luangwa national park (leonard, 2010). the species was 
abundant along the shores of lake Mweru Wantipa and its 
associated wetlands from the end of the dry season (com-
pere & symoens, 1987).
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in tanzania, the western yellow wagtail wintered in 
the dar es saalam region (dozens of flava, some bee-
ma, single lutea) (fintha, 1988), on Zanziabar archi-
pelago (Mcintyre & Mcintyre, 2013) and, with isolated 
specimens, in the Morogoro region (levatich & padilla, 
2016); instead the species was not mentioned in the list 
of birds in the gombe national park (Kigoma region) 
(stanford & Msuya, 1995). in lake Manyara national 
park, in december-february, individuals were tens and 
sometimes hundreds in abundance, with a preponderance 
of lutea, but also with presences of flava (dof-Køben-
havn, 1998; collinge, 2004; Markus, 2011; levatich & 
padilla, 2016); in february-March, isolated individuals 
of beema and thunbergi were also observed (Beaman 
& Jännes, 2008; Jännes, 2010), as well as a male of the 
subspecies leucocephala was observed in March 2008 
(Beaman & Jännes, 2008). some were also present in the 
tarangire national park in the west shore of lake Ba-
bati (Manyara region) (levatich & padilla, 2016) and 
in the arusha national park (arusha region) (Watelet, 
2004). in ngorongoro crater and, more generally, in the 
ngorongoro conservation area (arusha region) the 
subspecies flava and lutea were common in december-
January (even hundreds) (collinge, 2001; 2004; Markus, 
2011; stevenson, 2014; 2016; levatich & padilla, 2016), 
while between february and March, the birds became 
several hundred in abundance with a high prevalence of 
lutea (dof-København, 1998). in the same area, also 
beema and thunbergi were reported (vermeulen, 2007), 
as well as a male of the subspecies leucocephala on 5th 
april 2015 (holmen, 2015). some were observed in 
november-december in the Kilimanjaro region near 
nyumba ya Mungu dam (certain the presence of flava) 
(Borrow, 2007; Markus, 2011). in the serengeti (Mara 
region), tens were present in January-february with a 
particular presence of lutea (dof-København, 1998; 
stevenson, 2014). according to Kennedy (2014), in the 
serengeti and in the ngorongoro conservation area the 
subspecies flava, beema, feldegg, and lutea were present. 
in the Kagera region, isolated individuals were observed 
in the Minziro forest reserve, and groups of a few tens 
in ntoma Beach (levatich & padilla, 2016).

in Burundi, the species was abundant (from 200 to 
23,000 individuals) in the lagoons of the rusizi national 
park and in the sewage treatment station of Bujumbura 
(Bujumbura Mairie province); the most common subspe-
cies were flava and thunbergi, but also beema and lutea 
were present, as well as intermediate forms such as xan-
thophrys (ledant et al., 1986; lpo vendee, 2010).

in rwanda, the western yellow wagtail was generally 
considered rare (Jirle et al., 2009), however concentra-
tions of the subspecies thunbergi could be found in the 
wetlands and the savanna of akagera, in addition to the 
presence of isolated specimens in other southern locations 
in the eastern provinces (ledant et al., 1986; campbell, 
2012; levatich & padilla, 2016). the subspecies flava 
and beema were also present (Jirle et al., 2009).

In Kenya, the species arrived during the first ten days 
of september and left in april, however, there were re-
ports of individuals at the end of august as well as in 
May (pearson, 1979; 1981; 1983a; 1983b; Backhurst, 

1984; Jackson, 1996; pearson & turner, 1998). thousan-
ds of individuals in roost were seen in nguuni (eastern 
province) (ryall, 1992); in small groups, the species was 
present in the Watamu area, in Malindi and in the river 
Sabaki Estuary (Kilifi County) (Biggs, 2002; Levatich 
& padilla, 2016); hundreds of individuals were in roost 
in the lamu and tana river districts (mainly lutea, but 
also present flava) (dowsett-lemaire & dowsett, 2014); 
it was not numerous in the tsavo east national park (ea-
stern province) (lack, 1985) and in the tsavo West na-
tional park (taita-taveta county) where the ssp. flava, 
thunbergi, lutea, and beema were reported (aengwo & 
n’gala, 2012; Kandie, 2012; hansson, 2016; observa-
tion.org, 2017). the species was present in amboseli na-
tional park (fig. 5) and in shompole (Kajiado county) 
(Biggs, 2002; dowsett-lemaire & dowsett, 2014), as 
well as in the Masai Mara national reserve (larsen et 
al., 2004; rasmussen, 2004). few individuals were re-
ported in the nairobi national park (nairobi county), 
including the subspecies thunbergi and flava (aengwo & 
n’gala, 2012; peregrine Bird tours, 2012; observation.
org, 2017) and dozens in Kiambu county (levatich & 
padilla, 2016). in december 2003, at least 30,000 we-
stern yellow wagtails were in the Mwea national re-
serve (embu county) (Butlin, 2003). the species was 
reported in december-January in Kinangop plateau and 
nyahururu (nyandarua county) (Muchai et al., 2001; 
Biggs, 2002; thalund, 2007). it was a rare winter visitor 
in the Mpala research center and in naro Moru plains 
(laikipia county) (Bergstrom et al., 2008), although it 
is quite common during migrations (the gallmann Me-
morial foundation, 2013; o’Brien & Kinnaird, 2013). in 
the reeds of lake naivasha, a roost of more than 4,500 
western yellow wagtails (including dozens of lutea) was 
observed (tyler et al., 1991; Biggs, 2002; larsen et al., 
2004; rasmussen, 2004; Kandie, 2012; Bisschop-larsen 
& Bisschop-larsen, 2016); dozens of specimens were 
present in the Buffalo springs national reserve (isiolo 
county) and in the samburu national reserve (sambu-
ru county) (larsen et al., 2004; rasmussen, 2004). the 
species was present in aberdare national park (nyan-
darua county) (Bisschop-larsen & Bisschop-larsen, 
2016), in the trans-Mara forest (narok county) (Ben-
nun, 1991), and hundreds of individual (included lutea 
and beema) were at lake nakuru (nakuru county) (dof 
travel, 1989; larsen et al., 2004; rasmussen, 2004; 
Kandie, 2012; stevenson, 2014; 2016). the western yel-
low wagtail was scarce both at lake Bogoria and at lake 
Baringo (Baringo county) (flava) (larsen et al., 2004; 
rasmussen, 2004; stevenson, 2014; Bisschop-larsen & 
Bisschop-larsen, 2016; observation. org, 2017). isola-
ted individuals were observed in the Kakamega forest 
national reserve (Kakamega and Kisumu counties) 
(levatich & padilla, 2016). the species was reported in 
the ruma national park (homa Bay county) and was 
present in groups of tens in the Matangwe Banding area 
(siaya county) (levatich & padilla, 2016). it was repor-
ted in december in Marsabit county (Marsabit county 
government, 2016). the species was present when mi-
grating (september-october and March) in the southern 
part of the Kerio valley national park (Wilson & Wil-
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son, 1994). overall in Kenya, it seemed to be mostly 
flava with a few thunbergi and lutea (thalund, 2007). a 
western yellow wagtail of the White-headed race leuco-
cephala was seen on solio ranch (laikipia county) on 
16th april 2009; this race was very uncommon in Kenya 
(africanBirdclub, 2010).

in uganda, the western yellow wagtail was widespre-
ad and common to very abundant in open habitats in more 
humid areas from october to mid april with passage indi-
cated by augmented numbers late in october-november 
and late in March to early april; most birds were thunber-
gi or flava (pearson & turner, 1986). in the Kampala area, 
it was very common, present from september to april, 
and there was an autumn passage from late october to 
early december and a spring passage from late March to 
early april (carswell, 1986). With thunbergi, flava was 
the commonest race found in the area; it arrived first and 
forms about 20-50% of all flocks present from late Sep-
tember to early April (first date: 18th september; last date: 
11th april) (pearson, 1972). the subspecies thunbergi ar-
rived a little later than flava and remained longer, being 
present from october to late april (carswell, 1986). the 
subspecies feldegg arrived in the Kampala area beginnin 
in november and was present in small numbers until the 
third week in April (first date: 15th november; last date: 
third week in april) (carswell, 1986). subspecies bee-

ma and lutea were very scarce; beema usually wintered 
to the east of Kampala and lutea wintered in drier areas 
(pearson, 1972; carswell, 1986). additionally, the species 
was common on the ngamba island (lake victoria) (Wil-
son & schipper, 2002), in the sesese islands (lake vic-
toria) (osborn, 1995), and in southwestern and Western 
uganda (lake Bunyoni, lake Mburo, Bwindi forest, 
ruhizha, lake edward, Queen elizabeth national park, 
lake Katwe, lake nyinambuga, Kibale forest national 
park, Budongo forest) (Butynski & Kalina, 1989; evans 
& Balmford, 1992; pomeroy et al., 2003; Brown, 2004; 
prevett, 2004; van Beirs, 2004; naturetrek, 2005; skov 
& hoddinot, 2006; Bishop, 2013; Kverno, 2015; gabiito, 
2016). up to 200 individuals were present in the enteb-
be Botanical gardens (hoddinott, 2004); the species was 
also observed in the Mabamba swamp (ullrich & Zieger, 
2015). the western yellow wagtail was abundant in ea-
stern uganda (Mount elgon national park, lake Bisina, 
lake opeta) (odull & Byaruhanga, 2009; tamwenya, 
2016) and northeastern uganda (Kidepo valley national 
park) (tamwenya, 2016). in the northern area, the spe-
cies was presented in the Murchison falls national park 
(feldegg) (Brown, 2004; Kverno, 2016; observation.org, 
2017). in central uganda, it was presented in the Ziwa 
rhino sanctuary (Ziwa rhino sanctuary, 2017). the we-
stern yellow wagtail overwintered with an estimated one 

fig. 5 - amboseli national park, Kenya. / parco nazionale di amboseli, Kenya. (source / fonte: cerc-ug.org, image from pubblic 
internet).
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million birds roosting in the reedbeds along the Kazinga 
channel in the Queen elizabeth national park, where the 
subspecies flava, thunbergi, feldegg, and lutea were cer-
tainly present (van Beirs, 2004; van splunder & groot, 
2013). Both pearson (1972) and carswell (1986) expres-
sed doubts on the reports in the literature concerning the 
presence of the subspecies cinereocapilla and flavissima 
in uganda.

in somalia, the subspecies feldegg, flava, thunbergi, 
and lutea (the last probably was the most numerous ra-
ce) overwintered and the reports of flavissima were to be 
attributed to lutea (ash & Miskell, 1983; clarke, 1985). 
the western yellow wagtail was present in the Juba valley 
(flava) (lower Juba) (pearson, 1989), Ban cade plains 
(lutea), Wajaale plains (flava), and tuuyo plains (togdhe-
er) (Jama, 2010).

in ethiopia, the species overwintered widely. several 
were in the liben plains, dawa river valley, gibe she-
leko national park (flava) (Hofland, 2015b; Levatich & 
padilla, 2016), in the rift valley lakes: lake awassa (50 
flava, 20 beema, 4 feldegg, 1 lutea), 1,000 individuals ne-
ar the lake langano (flava, 100 thunbergi, few feldegg), 
lake Ziway (25 flava, 25 feldegg, 1 lutea, 1 thunbergi, 1 
beema), up to 100,000 specimens in the abidjatta-shalla 
national park (flava, thunbergi, and feldegg), lake che-
lekleka (flava, 3 feldegg), and 150 individuals in oromia 
region (flava, beema), up to 200 individuals reported in 
the amhara region (Mulholland, 2000; sørensen et al., 
2003; forsyth, 2005; valentine, 2006; King & King, 2007; 
smets et al., 2011; Borrow & gabremichael, 2012; Wal-
ler, 2012; gifford & gifford, 2013; carlberg, 2016; afri-
canBirdclub, 2017). it was common in the Kafa Biosphe-
re reserve (southern nations, nationalities and peoples 
region) (Beisenherz et al., 2014); Kehoe (2008) included 
lutea among the subspecies present, but not thunbergi. 
the species overwintered in Melka Jebdu (dire dawa 
region) (levatich & padilla, 2016), in the awash natural 
park and lake Beseka (oromia region) (20 flava, 500 fel-
degg, over 1,000 beema (?), 1 lutea), in the entoto natural 
park and near addis ababa (40 flava, 20 thunbergi, fel-
degg) (esayas & Bekele, 2011; Waller, 2012; djerf, 2013; 
Hofland, 2015b), in the Gambela National Park (Gambela 
region) (levatich & padilla, 2016), and near debre liba-
nos (some flava, feldegg, 1 thunbergi) and debre Birhan 
(beema). it was common in the solulta plains and Jemmu 
valley (oromia region) (flava, 2 beema, feldegg, lutea), 
in Bale Mountains (oromia region) (flava) and ankober 
escarpment (amhara region) (smets et al., 2011; Bot, 
2011; redman & gabremichael, 2011; Zoothera Birding, 
2014; Hofland, 2015b; Gifford & Gifford, 2013; Matheve 
et al., 2015; carlberg, 2016). the species was reported 
in sof omar and south of Mega (lutea) (oromia region) 
(smets et al., 2011). it was observed along the shores of 
lake tana, along the Blue nile up to the Blue nile fal-
ls and about 60 km west of Bahar dar (amhara region) 
(steiner, 2016; levatich & padilla, 2016).

in south sudan, the western yellow wagtail was a 
common boreal winter visitor. two main subspecies oc-
cur: flava was common from late september to March, 
whilst feldegg is almost always associated with swamps 
and wet grassland, arriving in mid october (nikolaus, 

1989). other races had been reported (lutea, and thunber-
gi), but only in spring (nikolaus, 1989). few individuals 
are reported in Bor (Jonglei) and Bentiu/rubkona (nor-
thern liech) (levatich & padilla, 2016).

in djibouti, single specimens were reported in the la-
goon, near the city of the same name, and in its southern 
outskirts (Jama, 2010; levatich & padilla, 2016; african-
Birdclub, 2017). certainly the subspecies flava was pre-
sent (Hofland, 2015a), as well as a male of the ssp. feldegg 
in december 2008 (africanBirdclub, 2017).

in eritrea, the species was scarce in the Menguda 
Mountain area (debub region), it was present with hun-
dreds of individuals in gurgusum (northern red sea re-
gion), and was scarce both near asmara (Maekel region) 
and elabered (anseba region) (feldegg) (Brendstrup-
hansen, 2005). on 3rd april 2015 a dozen of specimens 
(feldegg) sought food on the ground in a desert area of 
the danakil depression (about 85 m below sea level); this 
was the only area where, thanks to the seasonal presence 
of water from the river ragali, the cultivation of sorghum 
was possible and the migrating birds took advantage of 
the flooding of the fields before sowing (Fig. 6) (Chiozzi, 
pers. com.).

fig. 6 - Motacilla flava feldegg, 3rd april 2015, in a desert area of the 
danakil depression. / Motacilla flava feldegg, 3 aprile 2015, in un’area 
desertica della depressione della dancalia. (photo / foto: giorgio 
chiozzi).
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Middle Africa
in angola, the western yellow wagtail was reported at 

the mouth of the river congo (ledant et al., 1986) and on 
12th april 2009 (probably already migrating) near namibe 
(levatich & padilla, 2016). according to lack (2010), the 
species was absent in southwest of central angola, while 
for Mills & Melo (2013) the species was present, but not 
common, in the south and along the coast.

in the democratic republic of congo (d.r.c.), pe-
dersen (2010) reported that in boreal winter the subspe-
cies flava was very common, the thunbergi was common 
throughout the country, the feldegg was uncommon in 
the eastern d.r.c. from lake Kivu to uele and the nor-
thern borders; the lutea was recorded in Katanga at lake 
suzi on the Marungu plateau (but its status was unclear); 
iberiae is said to be a boreal winter visitor to western 
areas (status unclear); for beema there were no data af-
ter 1974 as a boreal winter visitor, but it could appear 
during migrations; cinereocapilla was uncommon to ea-
stern d.r.c., but this could refer to thunbergi; flavissima 
was claimed in the d.r.c., but this could refer to lutea. 
the detailed data suggest the presence of wintering birds 
essentially concentrated in the centraleastern provinces 
of d.r.c. (Katanga, south Kivu, oriental, and Équateur 
provinces) (patton, 2015; levatich & padilla, 2016). in 
the area of lokutu (eastern province), the species was 
common (Butynski & Mccullough, 2007). in a study on 
biodiversity in the D.R.C. the species was confirmed in 
the Équateur province (csB, 2014). a specimen attribu-
ted to thunbergi was observed in nagero (eastern pro-
vince) on 3rd december 2016 (observation.org, 2017). 
in the western provinces, the species was present espe-
cially during migrations (ifuta et al., 2002; ifuta & ifu-
ta, 2015), between the last ten days of September (first 
date: 20th september 2014) and the last ten days of april 
(dowsett et al., 2008; africanBirdclub, 2015). the spe-
cies was reported along the river congo (flava) (ham-
buckers et al., 2015). in the southern part, the western 
yellow wagtail was common at the lake upemba and 
wetlands of the Kamolondo depression (compere & sy-
moens, 1987).

in the republic of congo, the species was reported 
in the pool department (dowsett-lemaire, 1997), in the 
plateaux department (King, 2011), in the cuvette-ouest 
department (odzala-Kokoua national park, 2016), in the 
sangha department, in the likouala department (afri-
canBirdclub, 2017), and in the Kouilou department (ge-
nivar, 2010). large concentrations were observed in 
the confluence of the Rivers Sangha, Ubangui, and Congo 
(ledant et al., 1986).

in gabon, it was present in franceville (haut-ogooué 
province), in port-gentil, and gamba (ogooué-Maritime 
province) (christy, 1989; sargeant, 1993); in small num-
bers, the species was present in the lopé national park 
(ogooué-ivindo province) (Wheatley & hornbuckle, 
2003; ornitholidays, 2007; Blackburn, 2008; levatich & 
padilla, 2016). in the early 1980s in the ogooué-ivindo 
province, the species was indicated by Brosset & Érard 
(1986) as a common wintering species, present from 10th 
october to 30th april, with dominance of flava, but also 
with some thunbergi.

in equatorial guinea, the species was reported on the 
Boioko island and in other localities, however it is not 
clear whether the observations also concern the boreal 
winter or only the migratory period (del val pérez et al., 
1994; larison et al., 1999).

in the archipelago of são tomé and príncipe, a speci-
men was observed on 1st december 2013 on the são to-
mé island (levatich & padilla, 2016). other observations 
took place during the migration period, for example two 
individuals on the príncipe island on 13th april 2014 (le-
vatich & padilla, 2016).

in the central african republic, the species was com-
mon in the wetlands and savanna of the Bamingui-Ban-
goran national park, in particular: flava was common, 
flavissima/lutea was frequent, and feldegg appeared du-
ring migrations (green, 1983; 1984; carroll, 1988). the 
western yellow wagtail was common in the lobaye pre-
fecture (carroll, 1988), in the Manivi-gounta-saint flo-
ris national park (flava, and thunbergi) (carroll, 1988), 
in Bangui (levatich & padilla, 2016), and in groups of 
tens (hundreds during migrations) in the dzanga-ndoki 
national park (green & carroll, 1991; trombone, 2013; 
levatich & padilla, 2016). in the northeastern part of the 
central african republic, it was considered a common 
migrant (Bretagnolle, 1993).

in cameroon, the species was present, but not nume-
rous, in the Bafut-nguemba forest reserve (northwest 
province), in the Bamenda plateau (northwest province), 
along the sanaga river near edea and Marienberg, in 
Moungo (thunbergi) (littoral province), along the coast, 
and at lake ngaoundere (adamaoua province) (vermeu-
len, 1997; Matheve et al., 2006; Sedláček et al., 2007; 
van der Waarde, 2007; observation.org, 2017). in the area 
of the ngaoundaba ranch (adamawa province), it was 
quite common (Barnes, 2011; levatich & padilla, 2016). 
the western yellow wagtail was common on Mount oku 
(northwest province) and in the Bénoué national park 
(north province) (Mahé, 1988; fotso, 2001); it was abun-
dant from october to april in the Korup national park 
(especially in the southern part) (southwest province) 
(rodewald et al., 1994; green & rodewald, 1996; Jacob 
& Jacob, 2006). other reports relating to the southwest 
province occurred in January 2013 in the Mundemba area 
(levatich & padilla, 2016). in the far north region (par-
ticularly at lake Maga, Waza national park, and Kalama-
loue national park) the species was common (11-100 in-
dividuals per day) from october to april with the presen-
ce of the subspecies thunbergi, flava. and feldegg (scholte 
et al., 1999; Beckers et al., 2010; levatich & padilla, 
2016). strong concentrations (thousands of individuals) 
were observed around lake chad (ledant et al., 1986). 
in the Mount Kupe area (southwest region), the species 
seemed to arrive later than the at other cameroon sites; 
in fact, it appeared only in the last ten days of november 
and started between March and april (Bowden, 2001). on 
10th January 2013, an individual attributed to a first winter 
of the subspecies flavissima was reported in lomié (east 
province) (pyhälä, 2014). concerning the subspecies ci-
nereocapilla, louette & prévost (1987) believed that its 
presence was uncertain and that the reports for camero-
on were to be attributed to individuals of the subspecies 
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thunbergi, however a specimen with the characteristics 
of cinereocapilla was observed in Waza national park 
on 26th March 2003, then in an already migratory period 
(africanBirdclub, 2003). the species was very abundant 
around lake chad with concentrations of up to 50,000 
individuals (flava and feldegg) (ledant et al., 1986).

in chad, thousands of western yellow wagtail were 
concentrated at lake iro (Moyen-chari region), in the 
adré area (ouaddaï region), along the shores of lake 
fitri (Batha region), and in rice cultivations in the plain 
between the rivers logone and chari (ledant et al., 
1986).

Western Africa
in nigeria, the species was present in the akwa ibom 

state, in shagamu and in the lagos area (levatich & pa-
dilla, 2016). it was abundant in the gashaka gumti na-
tional park (provinces of taraba and adamawa) (green, 
1990), and it was present from october to april with a 
peak in January in the yankari game reserve (gombe 
state) (talatu, 2008); strangely, the species did not appear 
in the check-list for the same reserve established in 1989 
(green, 1989). groups were present in abuja (federal 
capital territory) (levatich & padilla, 2016). it was fre-
quent in the dry season in the falgore game reserve (Ka-

no state) (Wilkinson & Beecroft, 1985) and very abun-
dant (estimated over 193,000 individuals in 2005) in the 
forest reserve (osun state) (ajayi, 2005). in the sahel 
area, there were both flava (about 50% of the population) 
and cinereocapilla (about 25% of the population), as well 
as other intermediate forms (dombrowskii, superciliaris) 
(Bell, 2006). the species was present in Kwara state and 
also found in the omo forestry reserve (ogun state) 
from november to March (green et al., 2007; african-
Birdclub, 2017). in the 1980s, the importance of the wet-
lands of Kano (Kano state), Jos plateau (plateau state), 
lower Komadugu-yobé and ngala (Borno state), and ife 
(osun) for the conservation of the species was highlighted 
(ledant et al., 1986).

in Bénin, the species was observed regularly in small 
numbers during the spring migration in the pendjari na-
tional park (thonneriéux, 1985). in the 1960s and 1970s, 
it was considered rare (green & sayer, 1979). the western 
yellow wagtail was reported in January along the river 
niger in the northern part of the country; it overwintered 
along the atlantic coast and on the banks of the lake no-
koué (flava, thunbergi, and feldegg, isolated specimens of 
flavissima) (lougbegnon et al., 2010; lougbegnon & co-
djia, 2011; africanBirdclub, 2017; observation.org, 2017).

in Burkina faso (fig. 7), the species appeared in the 
second half of august, overwintered in the wetlands, and 

fig. 7 - dusty storm, Burkina faso. / tempesta di polvere, Burkina faso. (photo / foto: Jeff attaway, cc-By-2.0).
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left in april (thonnérieux et al., 1989). the species was 
common in the nazinga forest (center-south region) 
(flava, flavissima, and cinereocapilla), the Zabré depart-
ment (center-east region), the Koubri department, and 
the Kadiogo province (center region) (thonnérieux et 
al., 1989; van der spek, 2008; levatich & padilla, 2016). 
in february 2010, the subspecies flava was present at 
Lake Lemorodougou and in the marsh of Karfiguéla 
(cascades region) (pavia et al., 2012). in January, some 
were present both at the tiebélé dam (nahouri province) 
and along the river Mouhoun at Boromo (Boucle du 
Mouhoun region) (louvel, 2004). other concentrated 
areas were in the yatenga province (north region) (Bal-
ança & de visscher, 1997), lake Bourzanga (hundreds), 
sourou (Boucle region), dori, and Mare d’oursi (1,000 
specimens, flava) (sahel region) (ledant et al., 1986; van 
der spek, 2008; observation.org, 2017). the subspecies 
cinereocapilla was reported on the shores of lake higa 
on 22nd february 2012; in the same area, at least one fla-
vissima was photographed in late february 2012 (afri-
canBirdclub, 2013b).

in togo, the western yellow wagtail was reported 
in small groups in lomé (Maritime region), and was 
present, but not common, in the fazao-Malfakassa na-
tional park (Kara region and central region) (radley & 
campbell, 2008; levatich & padilla, 2016). there was an 
isolated specimen on 21st november 2013 in the dapaong 
reservoir (savanes region) (levatich & padilla, 2016). 
in april, flavissima was present at lake togo (Bishop, 
2010). along the shores of the same lake on 23rd decem-
ber 2009, a specimen attributed to thunbergi was observed 
and photographed (observation.org, 2017).

in ghana, the western yellow wagtail was present in 
the lagoons of the coast of the greater accra region (in 
particular up to 200 individuals in the sakumono lagoon 
in december 2013, usually isolated individuals) and in the 
immediate hinterland (shai hills resource reserve) (Ber-
glund, 2012; erterius, 2013; hoddinott, 2014; levatich & 
padilla, 2016). in accra, the western yellow wagtail was a 
regular visitor from late september to the end of March or 
early april (grimes, 2006); the presence of flavissima was 
also reported on 3rd January 2013 and 22nd January 2017 
(netfugl.dk, 2017; observation.org, 2017). it was present 
in Winneba (thunbergi), in the cape coast area (up to 40 
individuals attributed to flava) (Blair & Blair, 2015), in 
cape three points (levatich & padilla, 2016), in the Ka-
kum national park (central region), in the Bobiri forest 
(thunbergi), and lake Bosumtwi (flava) (ashanti region) 
(Bowman, 1996; Meijer & renden, 2004; King & King, 
2009; Krabbe & rosendal, 2010; van der Woude, 2014). 
few individuals were recorded in White volta (valentine, 
2010), in the area of Mole national park, nasia (northern 
region), tono dam and tongo hills (upper east region) 
(levatich & padilla, 2016).

in ivory coast, the western yellow wagtail (flava, ibe-
riae, cinereocapilla, flavissima, and thunbergi) was com-
mon in humid grassland and wetlands (less in the north) 
from september to May (thiollay, 1985). additionally, 
the species was very scarce both in the tanoé forest and 
in the Îles ehotilés national park (south-comoé region) 
(yaokokoré-Béibro, 2010; ahon et al., 2012), was com-

mon in the rice fields of the coastal wetlands of Grand-
Bassam (sud-comoé region) (odoukpe & yaokokoré-
Béibro, 2014), was frequent along the Bas-sassandra dis-
trict (gbôklé region) (thunbergi) (lachenaud, 2006), was 
common in the taï national park (chatelain et al., 2001), 
was scarce in the yapo forest reserve (demey & fish-
pool, 1994), had isolated individuals in the Bossematié ar-
ea (thunbergi, 14th March 1996) (Waltert et al., 1999), was 
present, but not abundant, in the yamoussoukro disctrict 
(Konan & yaokokoré-Béibro, 2015), was uncommon to 
frequent in the comoé national park from 1994 to 1999 
(salewski, 2000), and was regular on the ivorian side of 
Mount nimba (thonneriéux, 1987).

in liberia, the western yellow wagtail was abundant 
(gatter, 1988) and the subspecies thunbergi was certainly 
present (gatter, 1987). it was regular, but in small groups 
in nimba county (levatich & padilla, 2016) and was un-
common in the gorge area (gborpolu county) (demey, 
2007).

in sierra leone, the western yellow wagtail was ob-
served near lake Mape (pujehun district) (levatich & 
padilla, 2016), in gola forest (uncommon), on the tiwai 
Island, in the rice fields near Kenema (Eastern Province) 
(hoddinott, 2010; Klop et al., 2010; Borrow, 2010), in 
njala area (southern province) (levatich & padilla, 
2016), in the freetown area (flava) (Borrow, 2008), in the 
Kono district (levatich & padilla, 2016), in the Bumbuna 
area (flava) (Borrow, 2008), near Kabala (flava) (northern 
province) (orr-ewing, 2013), and in the outamba Kilimi 
national park (two specimens in January) (harding & 
harding, 1982; orr-ewing, 2013; Karr, 2015). there were 
generic reports without precise indication of the location, 
also for the subspecies feldegg: ten individuals on 17th de-
cember 2004 and one on 29th January 2005 (observation.
org, 2017).

in guinea, the western yellow wagtail was common 
in all the humid areas of the territory (Morel & Morel, 
1988), in particular at Mount nimba; present (40-50 in-
dividuals) along the river Milo and near dabola in the 
Kankan region (flava and thunbergi) (Walsh, 1987; 
Érard & Brosset, 2003; levatich & padilla, 2016), in the 
Macenta prefecture with a prevalence of the subspecies 
flava and the presence of about 5% of thunbergi (hal-
leux, 1994), in the national park of upper niger (flava) 
(nikolaus, 2000), in the Kindia region (demey, 1995), 
and in the labé area (fouta djallon region) (levatich 
& padilla, 2016). the species was particularly abundant 
(estimated over 247,000 individuals) from november to 
February in the rice fields along the coast (Wymenga & 
Zwarts, 2010). it was probably in this area that a speci-
men of flavissima was photographed on 2nd January 2001 
(observation.org, 2017).

in guinea-Bissau, the western yellow wagtail was 
present in the cantanhez forests national park and du-
lombi-Boe national park (levatich & padilla, 2016), was 
scarce near Boé (gabú region) (coppens, 2015), and had 
about 20 individuals on ilha de Bubaque in January 1986 
(Bolama region) (hazevoet, 1996); it was also scarce in 
the Bissau area (levatich & padilla, 2016).

in niger, the species was reported to gaya (dosso re-
gion) (giraudoux et al., 1988). in park W, it was present 
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from January to april (Koster & grettenberger, 1983) and 
was observed for the first time only in December 1986 
(shull et al., 1986), but since the following decade, the 
species has become common and present form novem-
ber to May (crisler et al., 2003). in the niamey area, the 
species was abundant from november to March (even 
hundreds of individuals) and the subspecies feldegg was 
present with certainty (giraudoux et al., 1988; crickmore, 
2004). in the Zinder region, the species was present from 
september to March, as well as in the tahoua region (gi-
raudoux et al., 1988). in the northern aïr, the western yel-
low wagtail was present during migration (newby et al., 
1987). in niger, only flava, feldegg and thunbergi were 
recorded (Manvell, 2010).

in Mali, the species was present in the Bamako dis-
trict, in the Baoul national park, and in the ségou region 
(flava, iberiae, and feldegg) (de Bie & Morgan, 1989; af-
ricanBirdclub, 2017). in January, it was common along 
the banks of the niger river in the Mopti region with 
a concentration of 10,000 individuals in a roost (flava, 
iberiae, and 1 flavissima) (louvel, 2004; van der Kamp 
et al., 2012; levatich & padilla, 2016). it was uncom-
mon in the adrar des ifoghas (clouet & Joachim, 2013). 
in general, the species was common in the center of the 
country (Brown, 1982). two individuals were observed 
in the sahara desert about 50 km north of timbuktu on 
16th January 2009 (levatich & padilla, 2016). in febru-
ary, a thousand were observed in timbuktu (desert and 
lakes) (cohen & Mills, 2006). the species was particular-
ly abundant both during migration and during wintering 
(hundreds of thousands of individuals) in the rice fields 
(area of Officie du Niger, near Lake Salingue, and Inner 
niger delta) (ledant et al., 1986; thieme et al., 2005; 
Wymenga & Zwarts, 2010; Brown & Mockrin, 2015).

in senegal, the subspecies flava, iberiae, cinereocapil-
la, flavissima, and thunbergi were reported (Borrow & de-
mey, 2011). the species was common in the tambacounda 
region, with ten groups in the niokolo-Koba national 
park (flava) (sauvage & rodwell, 1998; sauvage et al., 
1998; linderström, 2003; Bussière, 2009; finn, 2011b). it 
was also common along the coast (sine-saloum delta and 
petit côte up to dakar) (mainly flavissima, but flava and 
iberiae were also present) (schepers et al., 1998; corre, 
2003; finn, 2011b). some roosts in sugar canes (up to 
2,000 birds) were found in the southwest of richard toll 
(saint-louis region) (loske, 1990). in december 1992, 
about 250,000 individuals were in roosts inside the djoudj 
national Bird sanctuary, and thousands were also present 
in december 2003 (saint-louis region); the subspecies 
flava was the most common, iberiae was relatively com-
mon, while cinereocapilla and flavissima were present 
in small numbers (most numerous flavissima during mi-
grations); there were few units attributable to thunbergi 
(rodwell et al., 1996; sauvage et al., 1998; corre, 2003; 
Berlijn, 2006; Borrow & Jallow, 2010; Kehoe, 2013; Bto, 
2017). the species was common in the guembeul natural 
reserve, and some specimens were present in saint-louis 
(saint-louis region) (corre, 2003). the species was very 
abundant (hundreds of thousands of individuals) in the 
rice fields near the Senegal Delta (Wymenga & Zwarts, 
2010). from a quantitative point of view, the subspecies 

are distributed as follows: flava 89%, iberiae 8.5%, and 
flavissima 2.5% (loske, 1990).

in gambia, the species was reported at the Kartong 
Bird Watching observatory (Kombo south district) (20-
30 individuals in January 2015) (Bto, 2017), in tujer-
eng (Jones & colley, 2014), in the Kaur area (tens) (flava, 
some iberiae, 2 flavissima, 1 thunbergi) (earl & touray, 
2003; southworth et al., 2003; Janse, 2004; earl, 2006), 
in yundum (Bantock & Bantock, 2004) and pirang (West-
ern division) (up to six flavissima), in the tanji Bird re-
serve (Western division) (flavissima) and along the coast 
to Banjul (Banjul division) (Jallow & ashby, 2002; earl 
& touray, 2003; Mcfadden, 2003; linderström, 2003; 
Marsh et al., 2004; sjöstedt, 2005; Berlijn, 2006; easter-
brook, 2006), and in Barra (north Bank division) (ash-
by, 1997; linderström, 2003); it was scarce in tendaba 
(lower river division) (de lange, 2009; hillery, 2010; 
sjöstedt & Jansson, 2015), present in the Bao Bolon Wet-
land reserve (north Bank division) (flava), and common 
in the area of soma (lower river division) (flava and 
iberiae) (ashby, 1997; hughes, 2003; Bto, 2017). Ward 
& Ward (2004) reported in november-december 2004 the 
presence of individuals attributed to feldegg in rice fields 
in gambia; a male was reported on 27th december 2004 
also along the Kotu stream near serrekunda (Banjul) 
(observation.org, 2017).

according to Browne (1982), in winter the western 
yellow wagtail was common in sW Mauritania and scarce 
in nW Mauritania. in particular, it was present in diama 
dam (levatich & padilla, 2016), common in diawling 
national park (flava and iberiae, with occasional presence 
of flavissima) (trarza region) (salewski & seifert, 2010; 
levatich & padilla, 2016; observation.org, 2017), com-
mon in lake rkiz (trarza region) (ledant et al., 1986) 
and along the shores of lake aleg (Brakna region) (led-
ant et al., 1986; lafont & Measson, 2001), scarce both 
in the strip of coast near nouakchott (flava) (gee, 1984; 
Bonser, 2006) and in the Banc d’arguin national park 
(single cinereocapilla specimens on 7th december 2007 
and feldegg on 17th January 2012, up to 15 iberiae were 
present in winters between 2001 and 2013) (levatich 
& padilla, 2016; observation.org, 2017). an up-to-date 
picture of the distribution in winter in Mauritania was 
provided by Browne (2016). the species (iberiae) was 
breeding in the Banc d’arguin national park (gee, 1984), 
and in mid-february there were already formed couples 
(yúfera, 2004).

in cape verde up to 2014, there were 7 reports of 
western yellow wagtails, but all relating to migratory pe-
riods (september-november, March-May) (Barone et al., 
1999; hazevoet, 2012; 2014).

Northern Africa
in sudan, the western yellow wagtail overwintered in 

the area of sennar (Blue nile state), near Khartoum (25 
individuals), in the sabaloka game reserve (Khartoum), 
and at the 4th cataract of the river nile (two individuals) 
(levatich & padilla, 2016). in January 2006, it was com-
mon on the tuti island (Khartoum) and in agricultural are-
as elsewhere (most of ssp. flava, but also a few thunbergi 
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and one lutea) (elleström, 2006). in January 1986, some 
specimens (feldegg) were observed along the shores of 
lake al-fashir (north darfur) (holländer, 1987). in late 
January 2011, just south of Khartoum, there were about 
30 individuals attributed to four subspecies (dozens of fel-
degg, two thunbergi and a few beema and lutea) (Jenner, 
2011).

in egypt, the species was present along lake nasser 
(thunbergi, feldegg) (ornitholidays, 2010; observation.
org, 2017), few feldegg specimens were near the Mo-
nastery of st. simeon at aswan, cinereocapilla (?) was 
present at aswan (aswan governatorate) (Miles, 2004; 
fischer, 2007; Willaert & veramme, 2010; observation.
org, 2017). some western yellow wagtails were along the 
nile between edfu and Kom ombo (pygmaea) (aswan 
governatorate) and Qena governatorate (rasmussen 
et al., 2012). the species was numerous in luxor (over 
1,000 flava, tens of both thunbergi and feldegg, and in go-
od numbers, pygmaea) (Broughton, 2001; el din & grant, 
2001; grundsten & eriksson, 2004; Walsh, 2011; pre-
scott, 2012; orrell & hollowell, 2017). it was common in 
Bahig (alexandria governatorate) (pygmaea) (orrell & 
hollowell, 2017), present at Memphis (cairo governato-
rate) (pygmaea) (gaskell, 2003), common on the nile in 
the cairo area, near giza, and in the Maadi area (pygma-
ea) (rasmussen et al., 2012; levatich & padilla, 2016; 
orrell & hollowell, 2017). the species was present, but 
not abundant, along the shores of lake Qarun (faiyum 
governatorate) (a dozen pygmaea, one feldegg) (grieve, 
2000; farinelle, 2003), at least a dozen pygmaea and sin-
gle feldegg specimen were in Wadi el natrun (Buhayra 
governatorate) (farinelle, 2003; observation.org, 2017). 
the subspecies pygmaea was a common resident at la-
ke Burullus, and a rare resident in the omayed protected 
area (nations unies, 2005). it was present, but numeri-
cally scarce, near the lake basins of the delta of the nile 
west of alessandria (flava and pygmaea) (grieve, 2000).

In Libya in January 2008, five individuals attributed 
to the subspecies flava were observed in hajara (sabha 
district) (hamza et al., 2008) and one was in Maknusa 
(Wadi al-hayaa district) (hering, 2009). on 16th decem-
ber 1982, a specimen was observed in Marsa el Brega (al 
Wahat district) (levatich & padilla, 2016).

in tunisia, the species was considered a breeding mi-
grant (tounsi, 2005; gda sidi amor, 2017), but by the 
1990s, Keith et al. (1992) indicated it as a rare, but re-
gular winter visitor, as confirmed by subsequent reports 
and by other authors (isenmann et al., 2005). in particular, 
in January 1997, western yellow wagtails were reported 
in the Kebili governatorate (anonymous, 1997), and on 
25th december 2004 an individual was observed in thy-
na (sfax governorate) (levatich & padilla, 2016), on 2nd 
february 2007 a specimen was present in tamerza (to-
zeur governatorate) (Barteï & Zabardi, 2007), and on 5th 
february 2008 a western yellow wagtail was observed at 
hammamet (nabeul governorate) (Borg et al., 2008).

in algeria, the species was considered a nesting mi-
grant (Isenmann & Moali, 2000; Abdelguerfi, 2003; Ben-
yacoub et al., 2007; Moulay Meliani, 2011). according 
to Keith et al. (1992), the subspecies flava frequently was 
wintering in algeria. the species was reported in winter 

in the el oued province around lake ayata (chenchou-
ni, 2012) and in the oum el-Bouaghi province near an 
artificial water reservoir (Imane et al., 2014). a possible 
wintering area, certainly regularly frequented during mi-
grations, is the region of ahaggar and tassili n’adjer 
(hamdine, 2001). another potentially suitable area is that 
of the gulf of annaba and the national park of el Kala 
in consideration of the presence of vast wetlands, but in 
the course of recent research, the species was not found 
(amoura, 2014).

in Morocco, isolated individuals of iberiae were pre-
sent in punta de la sarga (dakhla) in January (lees et 
al., 2010; Bergier et al., 2011; 2016). on 3rd february 
2016, on the northern side of dakhla Bay one western 
yellow wagtail (flava) (elorriaga & seminar, 2016) and 
one in imlil (cinereocapilla) were present (observation.
org, 2017). the western yellow wagtail wintered in tarfa-
ya (laâyoune-Boujdour-seguia el-hamra) (pöyry-eWi 
Maroc, 2012) and in the Khnifiss National Park (up to 
forty iberiae, one thunbergi) (laâyoune-Boujdour-seguia 
el-hamra) (Bergier et al., 2013; 2014; dufourny, 2013); 
some tens (up to 50 individuals) wintered in oued Massa 
(two flava, two cinereocapilla, eight iberiae) (chtouka-
aït Baha province) (pouteau, 1991; schollaert & fran-
chimont, 1996; Jansen, 2004; Berthold et al., 2005; fa-
reh & franchimont, 2007; fisk et al., 2015). some (up 
to 15 individuals) individuals were present at taroudant 
(iberiae) (taroudant province) (pouteau, 1991; ortvad, 
2000; hagerman & hansen, 2002; nossent, 2002), and 
about 300 specimens were at oued sous (souss-Massa-
drâa) (hagerman & hansen, 2002). some were present 
in tamri (agadir-ida ou tanane) (iberiae) (Jansen, 2004; 
naturgucker, 2016), a few isolated individuals (iberiae) 
were in tazenakht (ouarzazate province) (Bally, 2011), 
and tens (maximum 100 on 12th January 2017) were at 
ouarzazate with prevalence of iberiae, but also flava were 
present (ouarzazate province) (ramos Melo, 2011; hod-
dinott, 2013; observation.org, 2017). one individual was 
in erfoud (errachidia province) (pouteau, 1993), and so-
me iberiae were at oukaïmeden (Marrakech-tensift - el 
haouz) (hoddinott, 2013). dozens of individuals were 
present in sidi Bennour (sidi Bennour province) (pou-
teau, 1993), up to 200 iberiae were in Khémis Zemamra 
(doukkala-abda province) (observation.org, 2017), and 
many were observed in oualidia (el Jadida province) in-
cluding males showing characteristics of the subspecies 
iberiae, flava (one), cinereocapilla, and thunbergi (Jay-
fayez et al., 1990; el ghazi et al., 1998-99; Bertrands, 
2015; Malczyk, 2016).tens of individuals were south of 
el Jadida (levatich & padilla, 2016), one was on the sho-
res of lake afennourir (ifrane province) (schollaert et 
al., 1994), some were present at Barrage idriss ier (taza-
al hoceima -taounate), dozens were at sidi-yahya-des-
Zaër (skhirate-témara) including some iberiae and one 
thunbergi (Berthold et al., 2005; fareh & franchimont, 
2007), some were in ait ouribel (Khémisset province) 
(iberiae) (observation.org, 2017), dozens were also in 
sidi Kacem province (schollaert et al., 1994; levatich 
& padilla, 2016), and one was in sidi slimane (sidi sli-
mane province) (schollaert et al., 1994). a specimen at-
tributed to flavissima was observed south of casablanca 
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on 21st January 2013 (observation.org, 2017). the species 
was also present in rabat (el ghazi et al., 1998-99), with 
up to 200 individuals in Moulay-Bousselham and Merja 
Zerga (Kenitra province) (iberiae, flava, cinereocapilla, 
and thunbergi) (franchimont, 1989; pouteau, 1991; 1993; 
schollaert et al., 1994; schollaert & franchimont, 1995; 
el ghazi & franchimont, 1998-99; hagerman & hansen, 
2002; thévenot et al., 2003; Berthold et al., 2005; Bal-
ly, 2011; Malczyk, 2016). up to 100 iberiae were obser-
ved at larache (Meinken, 2011; observation.org, 2017), 
up to 20 iberiae were at Merja Khalloufa (larache pro-
vince) (el ghazi et al., 1998-99), and hundreds (almost 
completely iberiae, cinereocapilla, thunbergi) were in 
the flooded fields at Loukkos River (Larache Province) 
(Jay-fayez et al., 1990; pouteau, 1991; 1993; schollaert 
& franchimont, 1996; Mawby, 1997; hagerman & han-
sen, 2002; Jones, 2009; levatich & padilla, 2016). about 
500 birds seen at lower loukkos Marches on 2nd Janua-
ry 1996 (thévenot et al., 2003) and some 1,000 western 
yellow wagtails were observed at lower loukkos wet-
land on 11th december 2015 (Maghrebornitho, 2015). on 
8th february 2001, a cinereocapilla was also observed in 
the same area (Bengtsson, 2001). over one hundred spe-
cimens were present on 10th december 1993 in asilah, 
and one was observed on 6th december 2015 in lkhaloua 
(tangier-tetouan) (levatich & padilla, 2016). in the area 
of oued laou (tangier-tetouan), the species was reported 
only as a summer breeder, but did not overwinter (Qninba 
& radib, 2006). there are few reports on the Mediterra-
nean coast: five individuals (iberiae) were present in Ja-
nuary 2011 in M’diq (tangier-tétouan), and three speci-
mens were present on 25th december 2016 in al hoceïma 
(al hoceïma province) (observation.org, 2017).

on the canary islands, some western yellow wagtails 
appeared during migrations, including feldegg accidental-
ly. the same applies to Madeira (romano et al., 2010) 
where accidentally, in april-May, the subspecies flava, 
iberiae, cinereocapilla, and thunbergi were reported.

Europe
the western yellow wagtail presence in cyprus during 

the winter mounths was rare until the early 2000s (cy-
prus ornithological society, 2001; gordon, 2002; 2003). 
a specimen was observed on 15th January 2005 in the 
akrotiri salt Marshes (Bto, 2017). the species became 
more regular in the second decade of the 21st century. in 
particular, one-two specimens, probably attributable to 
flava, were observed at akhna dam from 2nd december 
2010 to 30th January 2011 (richardson, 2011a; 2011b). 
in Mandria on 8th december 2011, there was a specimen, 
perhaps attributable to cinereocapilla, and on 11th decem-
ber there was a juvenile (richardson, 2012a); on 7th Janu-
ary 2012, two individuals were at Bishop’s pool (rich-
ardson, 2012b). on 8th december 2012, two specimens 
were found in larnaca (richardson, 2013). in the Bish-
op’s pool, an individual was present in december 2014 
and January 2015 (hellicar & tourapi, 2015a; 2015b). in 
december 2016, isolated specimens were at larnaca salt 
lake and at Milia Water treatment plant (Bto, 2017; 
stylianou, 2017).

in greece, the species was considered breeding and 
migratory (handrinos & akriotis, 1997), but not winter-
ing. This was also confirmed recently for the Crete Island 
(Xirouchakis, 2015), but for this island, a western yellow 
wagtail was observed along the river Keritis on 16th feb-
ruary 1995 (townsend, 1996). an individual (probably in 
the first decade of the 21st century) was reported in the 
Kotychi-strofylia national Wetlands park (West greece) 
(probonas, pers. com.). a specimen, probably flava, was 
observed on 27th January 2016 on the symi island (symi-
floraandfauna, 2017).

in croatia, the species was never observed in winter 
(Kralj & Barišić, 2013; Barišić et al., 2016).

in Malta, sultana & gauci (1982) cited an individual 
in January, but without other details. other reports con-
cerned individuals observed in december 1996 and one or 
two individuals from 6th to 30th december 1997 (Bonavia 
et al., 2005). still isolated individuals were reported on 
8th december 2001 and on 9th december 2003 (Bonavia 
et al., 2010).

in italy, four individuals were reported in sicily 
(mouth of the river simeto) (catania province) on 14th 
december 1986 (ciaccio & priolo, 1997), with almost 
regular attendance in winter from January 1995 in the 
provinces of catania, syracuse and ragusa and with a 
prevalence of the subspecies flava, cinereocapilla, and 
feldegg (grussu & corso, 1998; corso et al., 2000; cor-
so, 2005; corso, Janni, longoni & rubolini, pers. com.). 
in the years from 2012 to January 2017, the presence of 
the species was confirmed in the provinces of Syracuse 
(ientile and scuderi, pers. com.), agrigento (panarisi, in 
www.ornitho.it, retrieved in december 2017), and pal-
ermo (cumbo, cusmano, torre, pers. com.). in particular, 
wintering was to be considered regular in the Biviere of 
lentini (syracuse) (scuderi, pers. com.) and in the pan-
tani cuba and longarini (siracusa) (corso, pers. com.). 
in sardinia, an individual was present in mid-1990s in the 
cagliari province (corso et al., 2000). in calabria, an in-
dividual was observed on 3rd december 2000 near gam-
barie (reggio calabria province) (corso et al., 2000). in 
apuglia, in the Bari province, isolated specimens were 
observed in Molfetta (cinereocapilla) on 17th december 
2002 (nitti, pers. com.) and in Barletta on 15th and 22nd 
december 2013 (fiorella, in www.ornitho.it, retrieved 
in december 2017). a specimen was also observed in 
the saline of Margherita di savoia (foggia province) on 
8th december 2007 (liuzzi, pers. com.). in campania, 
the species was observed repeatedly at the beginning of 
december in small groups from 1989 to 1996 (Milone, 
1999). in lazio, an individual was observed in Macchia-
tonda (rome province) on 20th January 1993 (corso et 
al., 2000); some specimens were present in the roman 
coastal strip on 11th and 13th february 1993 (Biondi et al., 
1999), an individual was present on 7th January 2001 at 
Maccarese (roma province) (Brunelli & sorace, 2001), 
a male of the subspecies flava was in ceccano (frosi-
none province) on 4th January 2015 (roma, 2015), and 
an individual was in santa Marinella (rome province) on 
6th January 2015 (fraticelli, pers. com.). a group of four 
western yellow wagtails was reported in the Marche near 
the sources of the pescara river in popoli (pescara prov-
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ince) on 19th January 2009 (di felice, in www.ornitho.
it, retrieved in december 2017). in abruzzo, a western 
yellow wagtail was present in sant’omero (teramo prov-
ince) on 7th January 2014 (de angelis, in www.ornitho.
it, retrieved in december 2017). in tuscany, individuals 
were reported in december 2001 and January-february 
2002 in the pisa province, in december 2002 in the livor-
no province, in January 2003 in the grosseto province 
(arcamone, 2005), and on 7th January 2006 in the swamp 
of diaccia-Botrona (grosseto province) (arcamone & 
puglisi, 2008). in emilia-romagna, the species was ob-
served in the ravenna province in winter 2000-2001 (2-3 
individuals), in the Bologna province, in Budrio in de-
cember 2013 (Baccetti, pers. com.), in the ferrara prov-
ince, in comacchio in december 2013 and January 2014 
(fanesi & fiorini, in www.ornitho.it, retrieved in decem-
ber 2017), and in the Modena province on 19th december 
1994 (one specimen ssp. cinereocapilla) (giannella et al., 
1996) and december 1998-January 1999 (one specimen) 
(grattini & sbravati, 2000). in lombardy, the species was 
present with two individuals in the pavia province in de-
cember 2000-January 2001 (corso et al., 2000) and eight-
ten specimens were observed on 22nd december 2002 in 
the como province (Brichetti & fracasso, 2007). on 6th 
January 2015, a western yellow wagtail was observed in 
Bernate ticino (Milan province) (gariboldi, pers. com.).

in spain, a western yellow wagtail was observed on 
5th January 1985 in ciudad rodrigo (salamanca) (Blanco, 
2004). considering only the months of december and 
January, in the years 1988 and 1989 there were six other 
reports for the provinces of cuenca (1), Malaga (3) and 
Barcelona (2), on a total of 16 birds (de Juana, 1990); in 
the decade from 1991-2000, there were 22 reports distrib-
uted as follows: Malaga (7), seville (3), alicante (4), Ma-
drid (1), Barcelona (1), girona (1), guipúzcoa (1), lugo 
(1), and Balearic islands (3) for a total of 60 birds (de 
Juana, 1991; 1993; 1995; eoa, 1993; 1994; 2000; gBo, 
1994; 1995; 1998; gorospe, 1995; de la puente & de Jua-
na 1997; de la puente et al., 1997; 1998; 1999; paterson, 
1998; copete, 1998; 2000; garrido, 2002; seo-alicante, 
2002; vidal & salaverri, 2003). among all the observa-
tions, there were as many as 21 individuals in los prados 
(Malaga) on 28th december 1991 (de Juana, 1993). from 
2001 to 2010, there were at least 43 other reported sight-
ings distributed as follows: huelva (2) (iberiae), seville 
(7) (flava and iberiae), almería (1), Murcia (1), valencia 
(3) (flava, and flavissima), castellón (1), alicante (5) (ibe-
riae), Ciudad Real (1), Cáceres (1), Tarragona (8), Barce-
lona (6), girona (1), Zamora (1), coruña (2), and Balearic 
(3) totaling at least 92 individuals (de la puente et al., 
2002; garrido, 2002; gBo, 2002; 2004; torralvo, 2004; 
aymí & herrando, 2005; sales, 2006; seo-alicante, 
2006; aahsa, 2007; estrada & anton, 2007; Molina et 
al., 2007; Tamayo Guerrero, 2007; Barragán et al., 2008; 
epifanio & vidal, 2008; tirado & esteller, 2008; Zamora, 
2008; sgo, 2009; seo/Birdlife, 2012; de Juana & gar-
cia, 2015; calvo et al., 2017). even after 2010, the species 
continued to appear in winter, mainly as isolated individu-
als, but also in small groups in the provinces of huelva, 
cadiz, Malaga, almería, alicante (iberiae), valencia, tar-
ragona, Barcelona, and salamanca (schulz, 2014; Juana 

& garcia, 2015; illa, 2015; levatich & padilla, 2016; 
Bto, 2017). in particular, in the valencia area, winter-
ing seemed to increase in coastal wetlands: in January 
and december 2012, 14 or 15 different specimens were 
counted, while in the same period during 2013, at least 7 
individuals were present (tirado et al., 2017).

In Portugal, the first report was made on 14th January 
1989 in ponta da erva (lisbon) followed by the one on 
16th January 1990 in aljezur (faro) (elias et al., 2015). in 
the decade from 1991-2000, there were five other reports 
concentrated between 1991 and 1993 (six birds) in the 
provinces of faro (2) and setúbal (3) (feit, 2008; elias et 
al., 2015). in the decade from 2001-2010 there were nine 
observations (on a total of 12 birds) distributed in the prov-
inces: faro (4), Beja (1), setúbal (3), and lisbon (1) (feit, 
2008; 2009; 2010; leitão & cidraes-vieira, 2010; elias et 
al., 2015). the presences recorded in 2011 were repeated 
in winter 2016-2017 with at least fifteen reports in the 
provinces of faro (1), Beja (1), lisbon (12), and leiria (1), 
even with small groups of five-six individuals, totalling 24 
individuals (feit, 2011; 2017; elias et al., 2015; levatich 
& padilla, 2016). on the azores islands, an individual was 
observed on the santa Maria island on 15th January 1981 
(le grand, 1983), but subsequently the data was judged 
to be doubtful by the author himself (le grand, 1993). 
until 2012, the species appeared with isolated individu-
als another 7 times in the archipelago, but never in win-
ter (one in March, one in September, and five in October) 
(Muchaxo et al., 2011; rodebrand, 2017a; 2017b). sub-
sequently, a single western yellow wagtail was observed 
on the corvo island on 8th-11th october 2014 and a sin-
gle specimen (first certain winter data) on the São Miguel 
island on 28th december 2014 (africanBirdclub, 2015).

in france, in camargue a specimen was observed on 
16th January 1986 (Boutin & cherain, 1989), one was also 
observed on 28th december 1989 (Boutin et al., 1991), 
and in the 1990s, wintering individuals were reported re-
currently (thibault et al., 1997; Kayser et al., 2003). in 
the winter 2009-2010, an individual was reported in the 
loire département, in the winter 2011-2012, one was in 
the loiret département, three in the charente-Maritime 
département, and one was in the gironde département; 
in the winter of 2012-2013, a specimen was still in the 
charente-Maritime département (ornitho.fr, 2017). in 
december 2014, a specimen was observed along the banks 
of lake puydarrieux (hautes-pyrénées department), and 
one was in Bagnoles-de-l’orne (orne department); in 
december 2015, an individual was present at ollainville 
(essonne department) and one was at Meaux (seine-et-
Marne department) (levatich & padilla, 2016).

in switzerland, a bird was observed in Buchs (canton 
of st. gall) on 11th december 2007; from 1960 to 2007, 
only eight reports were known in december (vallotton & 
piot, 2008).

in austria, there were two reports: 17th december 
2000 and 15th January 2001, probably related to the same 
specimen observed at arnsbruk in lenzing (upper aus-
tria) (Biologiezentrum linz, 2017).

in germany, there were reports in schönefeld 
(Brandenburg) on 3rd January 2010, in Mainz (rhineland-
palatinate) on 9th January 2011, and near erding (Bavaria) 
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on 10th december 2015 (naturgucker, 2016). the latter 
observation concerned a specimen attributed to cinere-
ocapilla (naturgucker, 2016).

With regard to the netherlands, no data was available 
for december or January, but a male of the subspecies fl-
ava was observed on 23rd november 2014 in stellendam-
Buitenhaven (south holland) (Janse, 2014).

Based on data collected by the British trust for orni-
thology (BTO, 2017), the first wintering report of a west-
ern yellow wagtail in the united Kingdom in 20th cen-
tury was 4th december 1983 when a bird was observed 
at langstone harbor and farlington Marsh (hampshire, 
england); thereafter, more than two decades passed before 
new observations. in fact, it was only on 7th January 2004 
that the species reappeared with an individual (flavissima) 
in severn Beach (south gloucestershire, england) and 
on 28th december 2004 with an individual (flavissima) in 
Wood street village (surrey, england). also in 2005 there 
were two reports of isolated individuals (both flavissima): 
on 23rd January at ryton (tyne and Wear, england) and 
on 3rd december at Montford (shropshire, england). in 
the following years, several isolated individuals appeared: 
on 14th January 2006 in tiverton (devon, england) (thun-
bergi), on 16th January 2007 at stoke hammond (Buck-
inghamshire, england), and on 10th January 2009 in 
swallownest (south yorkshire, england). from 4th to 19th 
December 2010, a first winter specimen was present in 
colyford (devon, england): for this specimen it is hy-
pothesized that it was an eastern western yellow wagtail 
(Motacilla tschutschensis). a specimen was reported on 
6th december 2012 in cottingham (east riding of york-
shire, england). in the following years, the presences in-
creased both in frequency and in quantity. in fact, in 2013, 
isolated individuals appeared in three distinct locations: 
on 15th January in nene Washes (east of peterborough in 
cambridgeshire, england), on 18th January in crossgates 
(powys, Wales), and on 25th January in crag house farm 
(leeds, england). in the same year, there were still three 
reports: for the first time two specimens were observed 
together on 12th december in havant (hampshire, eng-
land), from 13th to 16th december a western yellow wag-
tail was observed on the isle of arran (north ayrshire, 
Scotland), and finally one was reported in Warrington 
(cheshire, england) on 29th december. on 20th January 
2014 (about a year after the first report), a specimen was 
again observed at nene Washes (east of peterborough in 
cambridgeshire, england). on 3rd december 2014, two 
specimens were in glasgow (scotland), on 3rd-4th de-
cember and then again on 23rd december 2014 a western 
yellow wagtail was present at Whitburn steel (tyne and 
Wear, england), and on 19th december of the same year 
two individuals were observed in a humid area 6 km ne 
of crowe (cheshire, england). during 2015 there were 
three new reports of isolated individuals: on 25th January 
in the southern part of the isle of Wight (england), on 
18th december in st agnes (cornwall, england), and on 
31st december in slimbridge (gloucestershire, england). 
finally, a western yellow wagtail appeared on 1st January 
2016 at Bridge sollers (herefordshire, england). While 
admitting that some of these reports may be erroneous as 
they refer to gray wagtail (Motacilla cinerea) (Balmer and 

calbrade, pers. com.), the repetition of observations in the 
British isles is still evident.

in sweden, the presence of a western yellow wagtail 
was reported in Ängelholm (skåne) on 31st december 
2002, in Båstad (skåne) from 3rd december 2004 to 15th 
January 2005, in Ängelholm (skåne) on 2nd december 
2009, in Karlstad (värmland) on 15th december 2009, 
three individuals in gävle (gästrikland) on 31st decem-
ber 2011, and two specimens again at Ängelholm (skåne) 
from 28th to 31st January 2012. another specimen (attrib-
uted to thunbergi) was observed in varberg (halland) on 
2nd december 2012 (shah & coulson, 2017). other data 
prior to 2002 were very uncertain about the attribution of 
the period of observation.

in norway, a specimen (thunbergi) was present in de-
cember 2015 in grimstad (aust-agder) (hoem, 2017).

the most northern european report concerns an indi-
vidual that was present at least from the 27th november to 
13th december 2016 on viðoy island (the northernmost 
in the faroe islands, denmark) (perlman, 2016; netfugl.
dk, 2017).
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